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P R E F A CE. 


TT is very En ng that the Letters 

of AB ELARD and HELoOISE have not 
ſooner appeared in ENGL15H, ſince it 
is generally allow'd by all who have 
ſeen them in other languages that they 
are written with the greateſt paſſion of 
any in this kind which are extant. And 
it is certain that the Letters from a Nun 
to a Cavalier, which have ſo long been 
known and udinired among us, are, in 
all reſpects, inferior to them. What: 8 
ever thoſe were, theſe are known to ke 
genuine pieces, occaſioned by an amour 
which had very extraordinary conſe- 
quences, and made a great noiſe at the 
time when it happen'd, being between 


two of the molt diſtinguiſh'd perſons of, 
that age. 


Tue 


"Theſe letters therefore being truly 
written by the perſons themſelves, 
whoſe names they bear, and who were 
both remarkable for their genius and 


learning, as well as.by a moſt extrava- 


ant paſſion for each, other, are every 
* — full of ſentiments of the heart, 
(which are not to be imitared in a feign - 
ed ſtory) and touches of Nature, much 
more moving than any which could 


flow from the pen of a writer of novels, 


or enter into the Imagination of any 


one who had not felt the like emotions 
and diſtreſſes. 


re were driginally Written in Las 


TIN, and are extant in a collection of 


the works of As ELA xD, printed at Pa» 


is in the year 1616. With what e- 
legance and beauty of ſtile they were 
Vvritten in that language, will ſuſficient · 


ly appear to the learned reader, even 


. by thoſe few citations which are ſet at 


the bottom of the Page, in ſome places 
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here mention'd conſiſting chiefly of 


ſchool divinity, and of the bearing of . 
thoſe times, and therefore being rarely 

to be met with but in publick libraries, 
and in the hands of fome learned men, 
the letters of An ELARAD and HELOISE 
are much more known by a tranſlati- 
on, or rather paraphraſe of them in 
FxENCH, firſt publiſhed at the Haun 
in 1693, and which afterwards received 
ſeveral other more compleat editions. 
This tranſlation is much applauded, 
but who was the author of it is not 
certainly known. Monſieur BATIE 
fays, he had been informed it was 

done by a woman; and perhaps he 

thought no one beſides cou'd have en- 

ter'd ſo thoroughly into the paſſion and 

renderneſs of ſuch writings, for which 

that ſex ſeems to have a more natural 
diſpoſition than the other. This may 


be judg'd by the letters themſelves, a- 4 


mong which thoſe of HzLo1ss are the 
moſt tender and moving, and the ma- 


ſter 
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PREFACE 


ſer ſeems in this particular to, have 
been excell'd by the ſcholar. + 
In ſome: of the later editions in 
FRENCH, there. has been prefix'd to 
| the letters, an hiſtorical account of A- 
BELARD and HELOISE; this is chiefly 
extracted from the preface of the edi- 
tor of ABELARD'S works in LATIN, 
and from the critical dictionary of mon- 
feur Barle , who has put together, 
under ſeveral aaticles, all the particu- 
lars he was able to collect concerning 
theſe two famous perſons: And tho? 
the firſt letter « of ABELARD to PHILIN- 
Tus, in which he relates his own ſto- 
ry, may ſeem to have rendered this 
account in part u nneceſſary; yet the 
the reader will not be diſpleas'd to ſee 
the thread of the relation intire, and 
continued to the death of the perſons, 
whoſe misfortunes had made their lives 


io * remarkable. : 
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A2 V 101 Artic: Abelard; Hclol Foulques, and 
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It is indeed impoſſible to be unmov'd 
at the ſurprizing and multiplied afflic- 
tions and periecyrions which befel a 
man of ABELARD's fine genius, when 
we ſee them ſo feelingly deſcribed by 
his own hand. Many of theſe were + - 
owing to the malice of ſuch as were 


his enemies on the account of his ſu- 
perior learning and merit ; yet the great 

0 calamities of his life took their riſe from 

. his unhappy indulgence of a criminal 


4 paſſion, and giving himfelf a looſe to 
1 unwarrantable pleaſures. After this he 


5 was perpetually involved in ſorrow and 
- | diſtreſs, and in yain ſought for eaſe and 
8 quiet in a monaſtick life. The letters 
e | between him and his beloved HELOISsE 
e were not written 'till long after their 
d | marriage and ſeparation, and when each 
"Y of them was dedicated to a life of reli- 
es gion. Accordingly we find in them 
ſurprizing mixtures of devotion and 
It | tenderneſs, of penitence and remain- 


ag | ; Ing 


ing frailty, and a lively picture of hu- ; 
man nature in its contrarieties of paſſi- | 

on and reaſon, its infirmities and its 
ſufferings. 
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err "RH! and Hero sr. . 


0 —— was born in 
H the v village of | PALAIs, in BRI TAN. * 
e lived in the twelfth Century, in 
the neigns' of Lewis the aness, and LEwIiSs 
the Young. His father's name was'Be xa vs 
kx, a, gentleman of a © conſiderable and 
wealthy family. He took care zo give his 
children 'a liberal and pious education; e- 
I pecially his eldeſt ſon Pires, on'whom he 
endeavoured to beſtow all poſſible improve- 
ments, beeauſe thefe appeared in him an ex- 
traordinary. vivacity of wit, joined with ſweet- 
neſs of gen, and a alk 9 N 
4 great Man. k = 
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Wurxx he had made ſome advancement 
in learning, he grow ſo fond of his books, 
*that, leſt affairs of the World might interrupt 
bis proficiency. in them, he quitted his birth- 


s niht to his younger brothers, and applied 


himſelf entire] 

andl divinity. iS, 
Or all the ſciences to which he applied 
himſelf, that which: pleaſed him moſt, and 
in which he made the greateſt progreſs, was 


the ſtudies of philoſophy 


logick. . He had b very ſubtile wit, and whs 


inceſſantly whetting it by diſputes, out of a 
reſtleſs ambition to be a maſter of his wea- 
pons. So that in a ſhort time he gained the 
reputation of the greateſt philoſopher of his 
age; and has always been eſteemed the foun- 
der of hat we call the Wien ay 
cho g 

En finiſhed his bes at! 1 4 
learning was then in a very flouriſhing Con- 
dition. In this city he found that famous 
| profeſſor of philoſophy, WILXEM ES CAU 
Eaux, and ſoon became his favourite ſcholar; 
but this did not. laſt, long. The. profeſſor 
was ſo hard put to it, to anſwer the ſubtile 
objections of his new ſcholar, that he grew 
dr with bim. The ſchool Joon: run into 
B fi | \ Pars 
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FBAUX had reſigned his chair to another, and 


I! 


' ABBLanD and HELOIS . 2 


parties. The ſenior ſcholars, tranſported 
with envy ag rainſt ABBLAxd,' Crs their 
maſters —— All this ferv'd only to 
inereaſe the young man's preſumption, "who 
now thought himſelf ſufficiently qualified to 


ſet up a ſtool f hs O. For this purpoſe 


he choſe an adbantageous place, fich way 
the ton of Min, ten Teagves: from 


Paris, where the french court reſided at 


that time. ChAMVAu& did all that he could 
to hinder the erecting of this ſchool; but 
ſome of the great courtiers being his entities! 
the oppoſitiõn he made to it ye promoted 
the geſign of his rival“ i ee ee 
Tux reputation of this new profeſſor made 
a marvellous progreſs, and eclipſed that of 
Cuaurgavx. Theſe ſucceſſes ſwelbd Apr: 
LARD ſo much, that he removed his ſehool to 
CokntY, in order to engage his enemy ine 
cloſer in more frequent diſputations. But his 

exceſſive application to ſtady brought upon 
him a long and dangerous ſickneſs, which 
conftrain'd him to return to his native air. 

Arx he had ſpent two years in his own 
country, he made a ſecond adventure to Pais, 

where he found that his old antagoniſt Chal? 


"IP + * T 2 A 2 | was 


was retir d into a cone ent of Canons Regular, 


24RD attack' d bim with ſuch fury, that he 
quickly forced him to renounce. his tenets. 


ble, and his antagoniſt in ſuch great eſteem, 


=_ PEADX, and the very man Who ſucceeded 
bim in his profeſſorſhip lifted under wh 
=_ rann, and became his ſcholar... vines tails 
s was ſcarce fixed in his hain, win 
; he Found himlelf expoſed more than ever to 
the, ſtrokes of the maſt cruel envy... Endea- 
vours were uſed to do him ill offices by all 
thoſe who: were any ways diſaffected to him; 
another profeſſor was put into his place, who 
bad thought it his duty to ſubmit to ABszLarD; 


him, chat he was forced to retreat from Pa- 
RIS to Mz, . and, there revive bis: logick 
lectures. But this held not long; for, hear- 
ing that Caanyzarx with all bis infantry 
was retired into a country village, he came 
and poſted: himſelf an mount St. GxRvIEYx, 
where he exected a. new ichool, like a kind 


among whom he contipued his lectures. Ar- 


Whereupon the poor monk became ſo deſpica- 
that no body went to the lectures of Cnau- 


in mort, ſo many enemies were raiſed againſt 


of myers 2 n. ne Mo 
CHAM. 
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CH AMPEAUX, v that his 
ſubſtitute was thus beliegsd in-his ſchool, 
brought the Regular Canons back againl'.to 
their monaſtery. But this, inſtead of reſie ing 
his friend, cauſed all his ſeholars to deſert 

him. At which the poor philoſopher was ſo 
mortified, that he followed the example of 
nis patron ee Ne n end Monk 
S004 £47. 241773655 2897-7 41 188. As 


Taz diſpute now hay” Shay between 


' Astrtanp and CnAMrRAUx, who renewed it 


with great 'warmth on botk ſides; but the 


ſenior had not the beſt owt.- Wulle it was 


depending, Aszrart was obliged to viſit His 
father and mother, who, accòrding to the 
faſnion of thoſe times, had reſolved-to for- | 
ſake the world, and retire into convents, in 
order to devote themſelves more ſeriouſly to, 
the care of their fabvatibrorn. | 
- Hiving aſſiſted at the ariden of his 
parents into their reſpective monaſteries, and 
received theit bleſſing, he returned td Plats, 
where, during his abſence, his rival had been 
promoted to the biſhoprick of Citations. 
And now being in ac condition to quit his 
chool without "any bernie of ting froth. ‚ 
AJ 
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4 wholly 10 divinity. een entre 
e Po this end be removed to Lao, where 
one AnsRTxI read divinity! lectures with good 
reputation, But ABETAUD was ſo little ſa 
tisfied with the old man's abilities, who, as 


great fluengy of words without ſenſe, that he 
took a reſolution for the future to hear no 


good reſolution ! if a man take the ſpirit of 
God for his guide, and be more concerned to 
diſtinguiſh truth from falſhood, than to con- 
firm himſelf 3 in thoſe principles into which his 
own fancy. or. complexion, or the prejudices 
Fa his birth and ee have inſenſibly 
him. 
Fo ABE LAR D, 8 with the holy 
ſeriptures, read the ancient fuhers and doctors 
of the church; in which he ſpent whole days 
and nights, and profited ſo well, that, inſtead 
of returning to ANSELM's lectures, he took 
up the ſame employment, and begun to ex- 
Plain the prophet Ezzx1zx to ſome of his 
fellow. pupils: he perform'd this part ſo agree- 


got a croud of auditors. 


he ſays, bad 4; very mean genius, and a 


mn * other maſter than the holy ſcriptures. A 


ably, andi in ſo eaſy a method, that he ſoon 


Tur 
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1 Taz jealous Axsg INM could not bear this; 
he quickly found means to get the new 
lecturer ſilenced. Upon this ABEL RD remo- 
ved to Paris once more, where he proceeded 
with his publick expoſition on EAxKIEL, and 
ſoon acquired the ſame reputation for his 
divinity he had before gained for his phi- 


loſophy. His eloquence and learning pro- 


cured him an incredible number of ſcholars 
from all parts; ſo that if he had minded 
ſaving of money, he might have grown rich 
with eaſe in a ſhort time. And happy had 
it been for him, if, among all the enemies 
his learning expoſed him to, he had guard- 
ed his heart againſt the charms of love. 
But alas! the greateſt doctors are not al- 
ways the wiſeſt men; as appears from ex- 
amples in every age; but from none more 
remarkable than that of this learned man, 
whole ſtory I am now going to tell you. 

A BELA R D, beſides his uncommon me- 
rit as a ſcholar, had all the acompliſhments 
of a gentleman. He had a greatneſs of ſoul 
which nothing could ſhock, his paſſions were 
delicate, his judgment ſelid, and his taſte 
exquiſite, He was of a graceful perſon, and 
* ta the air of a man of qua- 


mm. Try 


s The Mer o of |. 
Tirp His converſation was fweet,/ . 


as tho? nature 


Tciences. He looked upon riches and gran- 
deur with contempt, and had no higher am- 
bition than to make bis name*famous among 
learned men; and to be reputed the greateſt 
doctor of his age; But he had human frailty, 

and all His philoſophy could not guard bim 
from the attacks of love. For ſome time in- 
deed he had defended himſelf againſt this paſ- 


ſion pretty well, while the temptation was 


but ſlight; but upon u more intimate. famili- 


arity with agtecable obzects, he found his 
reaſon fail him: Tet, in reſpect to his wiſ- 
dom, he thought of compounding the matter, 
and reſolved, at firſt, that love and philoſophy 
| Hould dwell together in the ſame breaſt. He 
 intended-only to let out his heart to the for- 
mer, and that but for a little while ; never 


conſidering that love is a great ruiner-of pro- 


jects ; and that when it has once got a ſhare 
in a heart, it may eaſily on . 
ee | 10 


H was nl de len ior eight” and 


. . of his age, when he thought 
1 himſelf. 


fant; eafy, and gentleman like. It feemed - 
nature had deſigned him for a more 
elevated employment chan that of teaching the 


ABEL A and Hr LOIE. 9 | 


himſelf compledtly happy | in all reſpetts, ex- 
cepting that he wanted x miſtreſs. ' | He con- 
ſidered therefore of making à choice, bur 
ſuch a one as might be moſt ſuitable to his 
notions, and the deſign he had of paſſing a- 
grecably thoſe hours he did not employ im 
; his ſtudy. He had ſeveral ladies in his eye, 
t to whom, as he ſays in one of his letters, he 
q could eaſily have recommended himſelf. For 
L you | muſt underſtand, / that” beſides his qua · 
- | lifications mention'd before; he had a vein of 
poetry, and made abundance” of little eaſy 


8 ſongs, which he would fing with all the advan- 
- tage of a gallant air and picafant voice. But 
s || tho%he was cut out for a lover, be was not 
— over- haſty in determining his choice. He 
„ was not of a humour to be pleaſed with the 
y [| wanton or forward; he ſcorned eaſy pleaſures, 
e | andfought toienebuiaer with difficulties and 
impedimems, that be might conquer with 
r || the greater glory. In- hort, he had not 8 
ſeen the woman he was to love. 

Nor far from the plate where K land. 
read his lectures lived one Doctor Furs Nr, 
a Canen of the churen eff NoTaz-Dalty 
This Canon had a niece named Hrrorss in 
his houſe, whom he educated with great 


. 4 


10 Mie Hisporwy of | 
care and affection. Some writers ſay , that 


ſhe was the good: man's natural daughter; 


but that, to prevent a publick ſcandal, he 
gave out that ſhe was his niece by his ſiſter, 
who upon her death · bed had charged him 
with her education. But tho' it was well 
known in thoſe times, as well as ſince, that 
the niece of an eccleſiaſtick is ſometimes 
more nearly related to him, yet of this dam- 
ſel's birth and Parentage we have nothing ve - 
ry certain. There is reaſon to think, from 
one of her letters to ApzLain;ithatihe came 
of a mean family; for ſhe ons that great 
honour was done to her fide by this alliance, 
and that he had married much below himſelf. 
80 that what FRA nos D' AMBOISE ſays, that 
ſhe was of the name and family of Moxvruo- 
nner, has no manner of foundation. It is 
very probable ſhe was really and truly 'Fur- 
 Bxk7T's niece, as he affirmed, ber to be. 
Whatever ſhe was for birth, ſhe, was à very 
engaging woman; and if ſhe was not a per- 
fect beauty, ſhe appeared ſuch: leaſt in 
ArzLanxp's eyes Her perſon Was well pro- 
„ eher features regular, gabe — 
eee et i 1 8 


ten "Ow b 4 | 
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loyſiam naturalem filiam habebat pracſtauti ingenio, formague, 
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ling, her lips like vexmilion and well formed, 
her complexion animated, her air fine, and 
her aſpect ſweet; and agreeable. She had a 
ſurprizing quickneſs of wit, an incredible me- 
mory, and a conſiderable ſhare of, learning; 
joined with humility; and all theſe accom- 
pll hments were attended with ſomething ſa 
graceful and moving, that it was, -impoſlible 
for thoſe,,yho Keps.. Ga coaipeng not to be 
in rem FTW Vis 
As ſoon as Tag bad be. ki and 
criteria with her, the charms: of her wit 
and beauty made ſuch an impreſſion upon 
his heart, that he preſently conceived a moſt 
violent paſſion for ber, and reſolved to make 
it his Whole endeavour to win her affections. 4 
* he, ho formerly quitted his pa- 
ony to purſue his ſtudies, laid aſide all 
ther engagments to attend his new paſſion. 
In vain. did philoſophy and reaſon im- 
portune him to return; he was deaf to their 
. call, and thought of nothing but how to en- N 
joy the {ight and company of his dear He» - 


\ 


n 

> | -215k+ And he ſoon: met with the luckieſt \ 
k- opportunity in the world. FI RAT, who had q 
8 the greateſt affection imaginable for his neice } 
A oy her to; have a ge Gare of natural 1 
Ib +9 ro 
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wit; and a particular genius for learning; 


thoupht himſelf obliged to improve the talents 


which nature had ſo liberally beſtowid on 
her: He had already put her to learn ſeveral 
languages, which ſhe quicklg came to under: 
ſtand ſo well; that ker fame began to ſpread 
c ſelf abroad, and the wit: and learning 
Heros was every: where talked of, And 
tho” her uncle for his own fbare-whsno great 
- ſcholar, he was very, ſollicitous that his neice 
mould Have All-poſſible improvements. He 
was willing therefore ſſie ſhould: baye-mafters 


_—_ winſkro&heriwivbat ſhe had a mind to learn; 


but he loved his money, and this kept him 
from providing for her education ſo well as 

ſhe deſitec. 2. MN vapha: le 21, 3 
| FEE D, Who who Knew HxLorsx's in · 
| Nations, and the temper of her uncle, 

thought this an opportunity favourable to his 
deſign. He was already well acquaiated with 
FoxBERTy as being bis:Brother-canom in the 


” | "- amexturth;candbecobſerved;how fond.the 


 othen.was of his. friendſhip, and what an ho. 
2 nout he s ſtecmed it to be intimate with a 
_ perſon of his reputation. He therefore told 
bim one day in; familiarity, that he was at 
N 1 * — to board 1 and if 
i ou 
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you could find room for” Ae, Gd Hes" tn 

yours, T leave it to you to name the terms. 
Fr 1 man, immediately conſidering 
$ means he ſhould provide an able 


fate ret His" mece, hb" inſtead ef taking 


money of him offered to pay him well för 
his board, embraced his propoſal with all the. 
joy imagitiable, gave him a thoufand careſſes, 
and defirec he ' would conſider him for the 
future as one ambitious of the ſtrifteſt e 
fhip! with hit, gon 2112-15115 IN A, 
Wuar an unſpeakable joy was as; to the. 
amorous A ELAADI to confider that he was" 
going to live with her who was the only ob- 
ject of his deſires} that he ſtiould have the op- 
portunity of ſeeing and converſing with her 
every day; and of acquanting her with his paſ- 
ſion! however, he concealed his joy at preſent; 
leſt he ſhould make his intentions ſuſpected. 
We told you before how liberal nature had 
been to our lover; in making his perſon eve- 
ry way agreeable ; ſo that he flattered him- 
ſelf that ĩt as almoſt impoſſible that any 
woman ſhould reject his addreſſes. Perhaps 
he -was miſtaken : the ſex has a variety of 
0 | B T himours. 


#* Tanti quippe tnnc nominis eram, et juventutis et formae gra- 


tia praceminebam, ut. quamcunque faeminarum noſtro dignarer + 
more, nullam vererer repullam. Abel. Ep. i. p. 10. 


- 


hy However, conſider. him as 3 ph 
oſopher who bad hitherto lived in a 


buſineſs of love, ;when be concluded that Hr- 


2.9158, would be an eaſier conquelt to him 


than others, becauſe her learning gave him 
an opportunity of, eſtabliſhing, a correſpon- 
dence by letters, in which he might diſcover 
bis paſſion with greater freedoms... than he 


ard preſume to uſe in,converſation. ,.. .....;.1 
Sou time after the Canon had; taken A. 


s into; bis bouſe, as they were diſcour- 
j bog one day about things. ſome what above 
Frost capacity, the latter turued che 


his nie ce; he informed. Arslan of the ex- 


= penſity the had. to improve in learning; and 
=_—. vwithal made it his earneſt requeſt, that he 
0 would take the pains, to inſtruct her. As%- 
-LARD pretended to be ſurprized at a propoſal 
of this nature. He told him that learning 
was not the proper huſmeſs of women; that 
ſuch inclinations in them had more of hu- 
e Ar. Fee „than Wouy deſire of know- 


df > Ubicinl een laxare ui ante een going 
me. Abel. Fp. i. p. 10. 


Ks _ 
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chaſtiry , he certainly. reaſoned, welt. in dhe 


diſcourſe inſenſibly to the geod qualities /of - 
cellency of her wit, and bow ſtrong a pro- 


ledge; | 
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Kage? dll dot Yarmy Pals "ont" eher 
the Nartted-ot ignbrunt, © Without drawfnng, up- 


on them the imputation of conceit or affec- 
tation. FvreiAr anſwered; that this was 
very true of women of common capacities; 
Kt be Hopedd when” he had diſcourſed with. 

is nlece, and found What progreſs" ſhe had 


wy alete, aid What 4 capacity e bad 


for Learning, he Would be of another opinion. 
ArEkTLARD affured him, he was ready to do 
all he could for Her improvement, and if ſhe 
was not like other womeh, ho hate to learn 
any * thing beyohd their eee; "he Woule 
Tpare no pains to make HxLOIsE anfwer the 
hopes which her uncle had conceived of her. 
T uE Canon was tranſported with the clvill- 
ty of = oung doctor: he returned him 
thanks, and proteſted he could not do bim a 
more acceptable ſervice thafl to aſſiſt his niece 
in Her endebvobry to learn; he therefore en- 
treated him once more to "for apart ſome of 
his time, which he did not employ in pub 
liek, for this putpoſs; and (as if he had 
known bis deſigned intrigue, and was Will. 
ing to promote it) be committed her entirely 
to his care, and begged of him to treat ber 
wth the 'anchority of a maſter, not only to 
1 11 3 
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chide her, but eyen to correct her, whenever 


the was guilty of apy negleft TORE 


10 his commands. 262 
FULBERT, in this, thew'd ; a. -ſlmplicity 
without example ; but the affeftion which he 


" for his neice Was ſo blind, and, ABELARD 


ad ſo well eſtabliſhed his reputation for wil: * 
dom, that the uncle never ſerupled in the 
leaſt to truſt them together, and thought he 
had all the ſecurity in the world tor their 
virtue. ABELARD, you may be ſure, 25 
uſe of the freedom which was. given him, 
fa 1 his beautiful creature :eyery hour, he G 


her leſſons every day, and was extreamly 
pleaſed to ſee what proficiency. ſhe made, 


Hzx01s8, for her part, Was ſo taken with 
her maſter, that ſhe lk'd nothing ſo, well as 
what ſhe learn'd from him; and the maſter 
was charmed with chat quickneſs of apprehen- 
lion, with which his haber learn'd the moſt 
difficult leſſons. But he did not intend to ſtop 
here. He knew ſo well how to inſinuate into 
the affections of this young ſon, he gave 
her ſuch plain NP what Was in his 

art, and ſpoke ſo. agreeably, of t the paſſion 
which, he had conceived for her, that he had 
the, farisfaftion of feng, himſelf well under- 
dug 8 3 2 ſtood. 
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ſtood. It is no-difficult; matter to make a 
girl of. eighteen in love. And ABELARD,, 


having ſo much wir and agreeable humour, 


muſt needs make a much ;greater progreſs: in. 
her affections, than ſhe did in the leſſans 
which he taught. her. So that in a hort time 
ſhe fell ſo much in love, With, that ſhe. 
could, deny him nothing. 
FULBERT | had) a geting ol at 
CoR881L, to-which;the- lovers often reſorted, 
under pretence of applying, themſelves more 
cloſely to their ſtudies: therę they conyerſed 
freely, and gave themſelves up entirely to- 
the pleaſures of a mutual paſſion,; They took 
advantage of that privacy which ſtudy and con - 
templation require, without ſubiecting them- 
ſelves to, the. cenſure; of thoſe. WhO obſervd 
Thy Gai 
Ip. "this tak eee kin that 
more. time was, employ'd in ſoft. careſſes than 
in lectures of phileſophy., Sometimes he 
pretended to uſe the ſeverity of a maſter; and, 
the better to deceive. ſuch as might be ſpies 
upon them, he exclaim'd. againſt. HELOIsR, 
and reproached her for her negligence. But 
how different. were his menaces ens a 


n are inſpir d by anger! 
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to their delights than theſe did, for flve dr fy 
months; meg Rw'd in all the endeurments 
Wich could enter into the hearts of young 
beginners. This is Avziand's own: account 
of the matter. He compares hiniſclf to ſuch 
as have been long kept in a ſtarving condition, 
and at laſt are brought to A feaſts!" A grave 
and ſtudious inan exceeds a Devavenrr in 
his enjoyments of à woman whom he loves, 
and of whoiti he is paſſionately beloved. 
+ABEL ARD, being thus enchanted with 
the careſſes of his miſtreſs, neglected all his 
ferious und important affairs. His perfor- 
mances in publick were iwretetied.” His 
fcholars perceived it, and ſoon gueſſed the 
reaſons” His head was turned to nothing but 
amorous verſes. His ſchool was his averſion 
and he ſpent as little time in it as he could. 
As for his lectures, they were comm 
the old ones ſerved up again: che night was 
wholly loſt from his ſtudies; ati his leifure 
was employed in-writing ſongs; which were 
diſperſed and ſung in divers" provinces of 
Fraxce- man years after: In ſhort, our 
„Who were in their oh opinion the 
happieſt pair in n kept lf mw . 
that 
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of, and all the world ſaw plainly that the 
{ciences were not iabways the ſubject of their 
whoſe noſe" all this was done, was the laſt 
man that heard any thing of it: he wanted 
eyes to ſee that which was viſible to: all the! 


Wer and if 'any body went about to tell 


him of it;\ he was prepoſſeſt with ſd good an 
opinion —— her maſter, As n= 
would believe nothing againſt them. 

Bor at laſt ſo many "diſcoveries were eb 
made to:him, that he could not help believs 
mg ſomething; he therefore reſolved to ſe-! 
perate them, and by that means prevent the: 
ill eonſequendes of theit too great familiarity; 
however, he thought it beſt to convict them 
himſelf, before he proceeded further; and 
therefore watehed them ſo cloſely, chat he 
had one day an opportunity of receiving 0⁴¹ 
cular” ſatisfüction that the reports he had! 
heard were true: In ſhort, he ſurprired 
them” together. And tho he was naturally: 
cholerick, yet he appeared ſo moderate on 
this occafion as to leave them under diſmal 
appreheafions of e worſe to comme 
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after. The refult was, that they muſt be 


| parted Wed? nisse Wer 0 Str THe: Bo; I 


Wund can expreſs the torment our lovers 

felt upon this ſeparation l however it ſerved 
only to unite their hearts more firmly; they- 
were but the more eager to ſet one another. 
Difficulties encreasd/ their deſires, and put 
them upon any attempts without regarding 
what -might be the conſequence. A8triary,, 
finding it impoſſible to live without his dear 
HeLo1sx, . endeavour'd to ſettle a eorreſpond- 
ence with her by her maid As A To, who 
was a handſome brown girl, well-ſhaped, and 
er e to have pleas'd a. mam who was: 
not. otherwiſe engaged · But hat. a ſurprize. 


was it to out doctor to find this girl refuſe 


his money, and, in recompence of the ſervices 
ſhe was to do bim with her miſtreſs, * 
mand no leſs a reward than his heart, and 
make him at once a plain declaration of 
love! ABRL AND, who could love; none but 
HLolex, turn d from her abruptly, without 
anſwering a word: But. a rejected woman 
is a dangerous creature... AGarTon knew well 
how to revenge the affront put upon her, 
and faild not to acquaint Fvr.veRT with; Aps- 
LARD' s offers to Her, without ſaying a word 


\ how. 
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how ſhe had. been diſobliged. FVrzzar 
thought it was tire to look about him. He 
thank d the maid for her cate, and entered into 
meaſures with her how to keep ABBLARD 
from viſiting his neice.! 21 


Tux doctor was now more 1 tan 


ever; he had no way left but to apply himſelf 
to HRTOISE's, finging-maſter ; and tl. e gold, 
which the maid refuſed, prevail'd with bim. 
By this means ABELARD convey?d a letter to 


„4 


intended n and ſee her, at night; and 
that the way he. had; contrived was over the 


garden - wall by the help of a ladder of cords. 
This project ſue ceeded: and brought them 
together. After the firſt tranſports of this 
ſhort interview, HxxolsE, who had found 


ſome more than ordinary ſymptoms within 


her, acquainted her lover with it. She had 
inform'd him of it before by a letter and 
now having this opportunity to conſult about 
it, they agreed that ſhe ſhould go to a ſiſter 
of his in Bartany, at whoſe houſe ſhe might 
be privately brought to bed. But before they 
parted, he endeavour'd to, comfort ber, and 
make her eaſy in this diſtreſs, by giving her 
aſſurances of eee ag When' Ann 
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| heard this propoſal the peremptorily fejecded 
i, and gave ſuch reaſons * for her vefulal as 
jeſt As ARb in the greateſt amoniſfltnent- 
In AED à refuſal of this nature is ſo ex. 
traordinary a thing, that perhaps another in- 
lance of it is not to be found it hiſtory! 1 
ume myſelf therefore,” that I hall not of: 
fend my reader, if make ſome few remarks 
upoh it, It often happens that the paſſion ef 
love Rifles or over- rules the rebukes of con- 
ſeience; but it is unuſual for it to extinguilh 
the ſenſibinty of honour. I don't ſpeak of 
perſons of à mean birth and nd edutation, 
but of others all young women, I ſuppoſe, that 
engüge in love -imripues, Aatter themſelves 
with one of theſe views; either they hope 
they ſhall not prove with child; or they "ſhall 
conceal it from the world, or they ſhall get 
memſelves married. As for ſuch as reſolve 
to deſtroy the fruit of their amours, there 


ure but few To void of all natural aff oh 


as to be capable of this utmoſt degree of bat. 

barity. However, this fhe ws plainly that, ir 
love tyrannizes ſometimes, it is ch a'tyrant 
as leaves Hondiir in the poſefiion bf its rights. 


wil Fattig ei yr bD dT er qa T8; 
Aa fa na ff at 15 anti 575 


| A ABELARD's letter to e and HELOISE' firſt 
ABELARD. 
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or xeputation. She was aver-jayed;;to find 


vary; and how many young women in the 
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But Hxzoien had a. paſſion ſo ſtrong, that 
the was not at all concerned for her honour 


herſelf-with child, and yet he did her utmoſt 
not to be married. Never ſure Was ſo odd 
an example, as theſe two things made, hen 


put together The firſt was ery extraondi- 


world would rather be martied to a diſagree · 
able huſband, than live in a ſtate of reproach? 
they know the remedy is bad enough, and 
will coſt them dear; but what ſignifies that, 
ſo; long as the name of huſband hides the 
flays.made in their honour? But as for Ha- 


Lonse, the. was not ſo nice in this point. aan 


exceſs of paſſion; never heard of before, made 
her chuſe to be ATA AD's miltreſs., rather 
than his wife. We ſhall. ſee, in the courle 
of this hiſtory, how, firm ſhe, was in this re- 
{olution; with, what arguments ſhe ſupported 
it; and how earneſtiy Bt PCA gal 
hang to he of the Game mind. 

ABELARD, who was willing to | loſe | 
no: time, leſt his dear HzLo1ss ſhould fall in- 
to her uncle's hands, diſguiſed her in the 
habit of a nun, and ſent her away with the 
. diſpatch; hoping that, after ſhe was 
brought 
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brought te bed, he-ſhonld have more leiſure 
to perſuade her to marriage, by which they 
might ſcreen themſelves from the reproach 
Which muſt otherwiſe come upon them, as 
foon ds Ae” TOs, ſhould be publickly 
known non ow phy os. algae 0s 
As ſoon 1s" ee eee ſet fot ward on 
her jourtiey;' Ar refolved to make FD 
BERE a viſit in order to appeaſe him, if pol. 
ſible and e he ill elfekts of bis Juſt 
mdignation. ” | Nang! ar? won VET Tt 
us bees ue Hirten was 'ptivadtly 
withdtawn don made a great noiſe in the 
neighbourhood, and reaching PolsEgels ears 1 
filed Him with grief and mictancholy.. Be- 
ſides that he had a very tender affection for 
his niece, und could not live without her, 
he had the utmoſt reſentment of the affront 
which" Aziz had put upon him, by a- 
buſing the free dom he had allowed him. keys 
fired him with ſuch implacable fury, as 
the end fell heavy upon ou poor lovers, ** 
had very dreadful conſequences. \ I'S 
Wren Puistrr ſaw ABELARD, and heard 
from him the reaſon why HE LoleE was with- 
. drawn; never was man in ſuch a paſſion” 
He abandoned himſelf to the utmoſt trans 
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ſports of rage, deſpair, and thirſt of revenge. 
All the affronts, reproaches and menaces 
that could be thought of were heaped upon 
ABELARD ; who was, poor man, very paſ- 
ſive, and ready to make the Canon all the 
ſatis faction he was able. He gave him leave 
to ſay what he pleaſed ;- and when he ſaw 
that he had tired himſelf, with exclaiming, 
he took up the diſcourſe, and ingenuouſſy 
confeſsꝭd his crime. Then he had recourſe to 
all the prayers, ſubmiſſions and ꝓromiſes be 
could. invent; and begged. of him to conſider 
the foxce of love, and what foils this tyrant 
has given to the greateſt men: That the oc- 
caſion of the preſent misfortune, was. the 
moſt violent paſſion that ever Was; that this 
paſſion continued ſtill; and that he was ready 
to give both him and his niece. all the ſatis- 
faction which this ſort, of injury required. 
Will you marry ber then? ſaid FuxxZRT in- 
terrupting him. Les, replied ALA RD, if 
you pleaſe, and ſhe, will conſent. If 1 pleaſe! 
ſaid the Canon, pauſing , a little; If the, will 
conſent !/ and do you. queſtion, either? Upon 
this he was going to offer him his re "oh 
after his haſty way, h they ſho 
married but e entrezted bim! 10 fn 5 
Wee preſs 
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had to offer + which was, that their marriage 
might for ſome time be kept ſecret. No, ſays 

the Canon; the diſhonour you have done my 
neice is publick, and the reparation you make 
ner ſhall be ſo too. But Anz 14a> told him, 
that ſince they were to be one family, he ho- 
ped he would confider his intereſt as his own. 
Ar” laſt; after a great many 'eritreaties, Fol- 
vert ſeem'd content it ſhould be as ABELARD 
deſired; chat he ſhould marry HELozsE after 
ſhe was brought to bed, and that in the mean 

ann buſineſs ſhould be kept ſecret. | 

"ABEL AR D, having given his holst a 
vacation, retard into BATTA NV, to viſit his 
defigned ſpouſe, and to acquaint her with 
hat rad paſſed: She was not at all concern'd 
at her uncle's diſpleaſure; but that "which 
troubled her Was, the reſolution which ſhe 
faw Her lover had taken to marry her. She 
 endedvour'd to diſſuade him from it with all 
the arguments ſtie cduld think of. She begun 
With repreſenting to him the wrong be did 
—— in thinking of marriage: that as ſhe 
never loved him but for his own fake, ſhe 
80 'd his lory, reputation and intereſt 
ö before her own.” ae ty abide; faid the, 
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will never be pacified with any thing we can 


do: And what honour ſhall I get by 


being 
your wife, hen at the ſame time I certainly | 
ruin your reputation? what curſe may I not 


Be juſtly fear, ſhould I rob the world of ſo emi- 


nent a perſon as you are? what an injury ſhall 
do the church? how much ſhall I diſoblige 


the learned? and hat a ſhame and diſparage- 
ment will it be to you, hom nature has 
ö fitted for che publick good, to devote your 
; ſelf entirely to a wife? remember what St. 
, Paul ſays, art thou looſed from a wife? feck 
not a wife. If neither this great man, nor the 
a fathers of the church, can make you change 
s || your reſolution, conſider at leaſt what your 
h philoſophers ſay of it. ' Socrates has proved, 
d by many arguments, that a wiſe man ought 
h not to marry. | Torr put away his wife 
ice TraENTIA; and when Hizrtrvs offer d him his 
ne fiſter in marriage, he told him he deſired to 
all be excuſed, becauſe he could never bring him- 
un felf to divide his thoughts between his books 
nd and his wife. In ſhort, ſaid ſhe, how can the 
he £ ſtudy of divinity and philoſophy comport with 
ſhe the cries of children, the ſongs of nurſes, and 
reſt all the hurry of a family? what an odd fight 
he, vill it be, to ſce maids and ſcholars, deſks - 
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and cradles, gend diſtafs, pens and 

ſpindles. one among another thoſe who. are 

rich are never diſturbed. with the care and 
charges of House- keeping But, with you 
ſcholars, it is far otherwiſe. . | *. He that will 
get an eſtate myſt mind, the affairs of the 
world, and conſequently is taken off from 
the ludy of divinity and philoſophy. Ob- 
ſerve the conduct of the wiſe, Pagans in this | 
point, who preferred a ſingle life before ma- 
riage, and be aſhamed that you cannot eome a 
op 0 them., Be more careful to maintain 
the character and dignity of a philoſopher. 

Don't you know that there is no action of : 
{ 

; 


life which draws. after it ſo ſure and long a 
f repentance, and to fo little purpoſe? You 
fancy, to yourſelf the enjoyments you ſhall 


have in being bound to me by a bond which 
nothing hut death can break: but know, 
there is no ſuch thing as ſweet chains; and 
chere is a thouland times more glory, honour, If. 


and pleaſure in keeping firm ta an union which 
love alone has eſtabliſhed, which is ſupported | © 
by mutual eſteem and merit, and which. owes y 
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of ſeeing leich other en Shall whrlaws 
and cuſtoms, which the groſs and carnal 
world has invented, hold us together more 
ſurely; than the bonds of mutual affection; 
take my word for it, you'll ſee me too often, 
vrhen ydu ſee me every day: you'll have no 
value for my love nor favours, when they are 
due to you; and coſt you no care. Perhaps 
you don't think of all this at preſent; but 
you'll think of nothing elſe when it will be 
too late. I don't take notice what the world 
will ſay, to ſee a man in your circumſtances 
get him a wife, and ſo throw away your re- 
putation, your fortune, and your quiet. In 
ſhort, continued ſne, the quality of miſtreſs 
is a hundred times more pleaſing to me than 
that of. wife. | Cuſtom indeed has given 4 
dignity to this latter name, and we are im- 
4 || poſed upon by it; but, heaven is my witneſs, 
1 had rather be ABELAAD's miſtreſs, than 
u | awful wife to the Emperor of the whole 
4 world. I am very ſure I ſhall always prefer 
your advantage and ſatisfaction before my 
on honour, and all the reputation, wealth 
of and enjoyments, which the moſt ſplendid 
marriage could bring me. Thus HETOISE 
mn | argued, and added a great many more rea- 
1 ſons 


3 
wy 
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ſons\whleb1 forbear to relate; leſt I mould 
tire my reader. It is enough; for him to 
know,” that they are chiefly grounded upon 
her preference of love ene * U. 
berty to neceſſity. ; 
Win mighe therefore ſappole: mt 8 
was afraid leſt marriage ſhould prove the 
tomb of love. The Count on Bossert, who 
1 paſſes: for the 'tranſſator of ſome of her let- 
tets, makes this to be her meaning, tho? 
cloathed in delicate gre Bat if we ex- 
amine thoſe) which ſhe writ to  AvzLARD 
after their ſeparation, and the ' expreſſions | 
the uſes to put him in mind, that he was in- | 
debted for the paſſion the had for him to no- 
thing but love irſelf, we muſt allow that ſhe | 
| had more refined notions, and that never wo- 
man was fo diſintereſted. She loved Ar- 
, _ zaRD, tis true; but ſhe declared, it was not 
er ſex that ſhe moſt valued in him. ö 
Son authors are of opinion, that it / f 
Was not an exceſs of love which made AnE- 6 
Lap preſs HeLoisz to marriage, but only 
1 
{ 
| 
c 


to quiet his conſcience ; but how can any 
one tell his reaſons for marriage better than 
himſelf: ? Others ſay 1. chat if H TOR did 


: e Leu 
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really oppoſe Aztrarn's. deſign of matrying 
her, ſo earneſtly, it was not becauſe ſhe thought 
better of concubinage than a marrietl life ; 
but becauſe, her affection and reſpect for her 
lover leading her to ſeek his honour and ad: 
vantage-in all things, ſhe was aftaid at by 
marrying him, ſhe: ſhould Rand between him 
and a biſhoprick, which ſſie thought his wit 
and learning well deſerved. But there is no 


Iſuch thing in her letters, nor in the long aer 


| count, which Azz1.arD has left us, of the ar- 
| guments which his miſtreſs: uſed. to diſſuade | 
bim from marriage. | Theſe are che faults of 
many authors, who put ſuch words in the 
L mouths of perſons, as are moſt conformable 
e to their own ideas. It is often more advan- 
— tageous that a woman ſhould leave her lover 
— free ſor Church · dignities, than render him in- 
x capable of them by marriage. But is it juſi 
| 2 ſuppoſe, that HELOISRE had any 
it | / fuch-motives? There is indeed a known ſtory 
1 of a man that was poſſeſſed of a prebend, 
ly and quitted it for a wife. The day after the 
Wy wedding; he ſaid to his bride, my dear, con- 
an ider how paſſionately I loved you, ſince I 
lid  lolt my preferment to marry you. You have 
ly done a very fooliſh things ſaid ſhe ; you might 


8 have 
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have kept that, and have had me notwith- 
ans, e c en tr 
; to return to our lovers. A 1 
ihe; who well underſtood: human nature, 
| has affirmed: That women by the fas 
vous they grant to men grow the fonder 
. ©{of them; but on the contrary, the men 
g more indifferent?” This is hot al- 
ways tre. AE CARD was not the Teſs! ena- 
- mour'd with HET OISE, after ſhe had given 
the utmoſt proofs of her love; and their fa- 
miliarity was ſo far from having abated: his 
flame, — ſeems all the eloquence of Hu. | 
_ Lorsz could not perſuade AvzLarDythat he 
; wrong'd himſelf in thinking to marry her. | 
He admired the wit, the paſſion, and the in- 
* genuity of his miſtreſs; but in theſe things | 
t 
y 
0 


he did not come ſhort of her: he knew ſo 

well how to repreſent to her the! neceſſity of 
marriage, the diſcourſe which he had about 

it with Forztxr, his rage if they declined it, 0 
aud how dangerous it might be to both of 


them, that at laſt ſhe conſented to do what- e 
ever he pleas'd; but ſtill with an inconceiv- þ 
able u ; vt, AW I ge, if 
ö 1 . | el 
| te 
Lena Woche. | n 
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64 fer no other reaſon, . the en of 4. 
obliging n Wet Made 
 ABELARD was: willing to beck near bis 
mittreſs, till ſhe, was brought to bed, which 
in a ſhort time ſhe was, of a boy. As ſoon as 
Hzxois: was fit to go abroad, ABELARD | 
carried her to ParIs, where they were mar- 
ried in the moſt private manner that could be, 
having no other company but Fr ERTN and 
two or three partieular friends. However, 
the wedding quickly came to be known. The 
news of it was already whiſper'd about; 
people ſoon began to talk of it more openly, 
till at laſt they mention'd it to the married 
pair. FuLBERT, who was leſs, concern'd to 
keep his word than to cover the reproach of 
bis family, took care to ſpread it abroad. But 
HeLoisz, who loved ABEIARD a thouſand 
times better than ſhe did herſelf, and always 


valued her dear Doctor's honour, above her 
own, denied it with the moſt ſolemn pro- 
] teſtations, and did all ſhe cou'd-to make the 


world believe her. She - conſtantly. affirm'd; 
that the reports of it were meer ſlanders; that 
ABErAaRD never propoſed any ſuch thing; and 
1 if he had, ſhe would never have conſented 

to it. In ſhort, ſhe deny?d 3 
8 91 | an 
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nerally believ'd.. Many people thought, and 
' boldly affirm'd; that the Doctor's enemies had 
| ſpread this ftory on purpoſe to leſſen his cha- 
rafter. "This report eame to FursErt's ears, þ 


who, knowing that Hz1orse was the ſole 
author of it, fell into ſo outragious a paſſion 
at her, that, after à thouſand reprbaches and 


menaces, he proceeded to uſe her barbarouſſy. 


But AvELazD, who loved her never the worſe 
for being his wife, could not ſee this many 


days with patience. He reſolved therefore to 


order matters ſo as to deliver her from this 
ſtate of perſeeution. To this purpoſe they 
conſulted” together What courſe was to be 
taken; and agreed, that for ſetting them both 
free, her from the power and ill humour of 
her uncle, and him from the perſeeuting re- 
ports which. went about of him, HEIOIsE 


* ſhould'retire into a convent, where ſhe ſhould 
take the habit of a nun, all but the vail, that 


fo ſhe might'caſity come out again, when they 


ſhould have a more favourable opportunity. 
This deſign was propoſed, approved, and 


executed, almoſt at the ſame time. By this 


means they effectually put a ſtop to all reports 
"m_ their marriage. But the Canon Was 


— too 
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too dangerous a perſon to be admitted to this 
conſultation; he would never have agreed to 
their propoſal; nor could he hear of it with- 
out the utmoſt rage. Twas then that he 

conceived a new deſire of revenge, which he 
purſued till he had executed it in the moſt 
eruel manner imaginable. This retreat of 
HRLOISE gave him the more ſenſible afflic- 
tion, beeauſe ſhe was ſo far from covering 
her own reputation, that ſhe compleated his 
ſhame. He conſidered it as Azziard's con- 
trivance, and a freſh. inſtance of his perfidi- 
ous dealing towards him. And this xeflecti- 
on put him upon ſtudying how to be revenged 
on them both at one ſtroke; which, aiming il 
at the root of the miſchief, ſhould for ever 
diſable them from offending again. = 

WnIIS this plot was in agitation, the 
| lovers, who were not apt to trouble their 
ö heads about what might happen, ſpent their 
mie in the moſt agreeable manner that could 
q be. AsELARD could not live long without 
a ſight of his dear wife. He made her fre- 
quent viſits in the convent ef AxGENTEVIL, 
to which ſhe was retired. The nuns of this 
abbey enjoyed a very free kind of life: The 
9 were open enough. 2 

or 
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for HxTolsE, ſhe had ſuch excellent qualifi- 
dations, as made the good ſiſters very fond 
of her, and extreamly pleaſed that they had 
mch an amiable companion. And as! they 
were not ignorant what reports there wert 
abroad, that ſhe was married to the famous 
ArziAnp, {tho* ſhe denied it to the laſt) | 
the moſt ' diſcerning among them, obſerving 
the frequentwiſits of the Doctor, eaſily .ima- 1 
ined chat the had reaſons for keeping her- I 
ſelf private; and ſo they took her caſe into v 
* 

b 


conſideration, and expreſſed a enen 
compaſſion for her misfortunes.. 
-- Sour of them, whom — loved . f 
bove the Teſt, and in whom ſhe put great h 
confidence, were not a little aiding and aſ- ſe 
ſiſting in the private intervieus which ſhe v 
had with AszETIARD, and in giving him op- er 
portunities to enter the eonvent. The amo- Ne 
rous Doctor made the beſt uſe of every thing: ar 
te habit which HETOISsE wore, the place Il 
where he was to ſee her, the times and ſea- 
ſons proper for his viſit; the ſtratagems nc 
Which muſt be uſed to facilitate his entrance, ab 
and carry him undiſcover'd to HETOISsES da 
ebamber; the difficulties they met with, for 
. n 1 


known 
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known who they were; and the fear they 
were in of being taken together: All this 
gave their amours an air of novelty, and add- 
ed to their lawful embraces all the taſte of 
ſtolen delights. . ._....___... 

T nts excels had then their charms, 
but in the end had fatal conſequences: The 
furious Canon perſiſting in his deſign of being 
revenged on AsETARD, notwithſtanding his 
marriage with his niece, found means to cor- | 
rupt a domeſlick of. the unfortunate Doctor, 
who gave admittance into his maſter's cham- 
ber to ſome aſſaſſins hired by Fur ER, who 
ſcized him in his ſleep, and cruelly deprived 
him of his manhood, but not his life. The 
ſervant, and his accomplices fled for it ; the 
wretched AsELarD raiſed Tuch ab 
cries, that the. people in,the houſe, and the 
. neighbours, being alarmed, haſtened to him, 
and gave him ſuch ſpeedy aſſiſtance, that he 

e vas ſoon out of a condition of fearing death. 
- Tux news of this accident made a great 
s nciſe, and its ſingularity raiſed the curioſity of 

» I abundance of perſons, who came the next 
s day,as in proceſſion, to ſee, to lament, and com- 
fort bim. His ſcholars loudly bewailed his 


1 D wise 
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no purpoſe to the biſhop and canons, and if 
he had made a remonſtrance at Rowe, where 
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misfortune,” el the women diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves upon this occafion, by extraordina- 
- ry marks of tenderneſs.” And tis probable, 
among the great number of ladies who pitied 
AskTARb, there were ſome with whom he $ 
had been very intimate: for his philoſophy did 
not make him ſcrupulous enough to eſteem e- 
very ſmall infidelity a crime, "when it did not 
1 his conſtant love of Hzrotsz. ee 
Tris ation of Fur BERT was too tragi- 
eat to pals unpuniſhed ; the traiterous ſervant 


and one of the aſſaſſins were ſeized, and con- 


demned to loſe their eyes, and to ſuffer what 
they had done to AzEerazd. But Fortenr, { 
denying he had any ſhare in the action, ſaved 7 
himſelf from the puniſhment, with the loſs * 
only of his benefices. This ſentence did not 
fatisfy ABELarD ; he made his complaint to 


he once had a deſign of carrying the matter, 
tis probable he would have had no better 


| ſucceſs. It requires too much money to gain fave 


2 cauſe there. One Fovquss, Prior of *. 


| Du, an intimate friend of Azz arp, wrote kim 


thus to him upon the occaſion of his misfor- 
tune. 
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W If you. appeal to the Pope, with- 

out bringing an immenſe ſum of money, it 

« will be uſeleſs; nothing can fatisfy the in- 
. « finite avarice and luxury of the Romans, 
« ] queſtion if you have enough for ſuch an 
« undertaking ; and if you attempt it, nothin 
vill perhaps remain but the vexation of 
4 having. flung away ſo much money. They 
«< who go to Rowe without large ſums to ms 
« ſquander away, will return juſt as they ff 
« went, the expence of their | Journey only ex- 


1 cepted. hut ſince I am upon FovLques's 
letter, which is too extraordinary to be paſ- 


ſed over in ſilence, I hall give the reader 
ſome of its more remarkable paſſages, add- 


g. 


ing ſome reflexions which may make him 4. 
S mends for the trouble of a new digreſlion. N 
l Tuts friend of ABELARY lays before him 


o | many advantages which might be drawn from 
his misfortune. He tells him, his extraordi- 
nary talents, ſubtilty, eloquence and learning, 
had drawn from all parts an incredible num-# 
er der of auditors, and fo filled him with exceſ- 
un dave vanity: he hints gently at another thing, 
which contributed not a little towards making 
him proud; namely, that the women conti. 
| 151 D 2 nually 
* Win in latin in ABEL ARDS works. 
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ing him into their ſnares. This misfortune 
therefore would cure him of his pride, and 
free him from thoſe ſnares of women which 
had reduced him, even to indigence, thy his 
profeſſion got bim a large revenue; and now 
he would never inporern yp by his 
p60 paſ | 
HELOISE herſelf, in Hind! pegel of 
her letters ſays, that there was neither maid 
nor wife“ Who, in Azz: -AKD'S abſence did 
not form deſigns for bim, and in his, pre ſence 
was not inflamed. with love: that queens 
themſelves,and ladies of the fi: ſtquality, envy'd 
che pleaſures the enjoy'd with him. But we 
are not to take theſe words of HxLolsE in a 
_ firift ſenſe; becauſe as ſhe loved ABELARD 
to madneſs, ſo ſhe imagined every: one elſe 
did: Beſides that report to be fure hath added 
to the truth. It is not, at all probable that a 
man of ApELARD's kene, and who according 
to all appearance paſſionately loved his wife, 
ſhonld not be able to contain himſelf within 
n bounds, but ſhould PT away all his 
8 a e mne 
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money upon miſtreſſes, even to the not reſerving 
what was ſufficient to provide for his neceſſi- 


ties. Fovr.ques owns that he ſpeaks only up- 
on hear-ſay, and in that no doubt. wok and 


| Jealouſy had their part. 


FOULOQUES tells him beſides, that 11 


amputation of a part of his body, of which 


he made ſuch ill uſe, would ſuppreſs at the 
fame time a great many troubleſome paſſi- 
ons, and procure him the liberty of refle&- 
ing on himſelf, inſtead of being hurried to 
and fro by his paſſions: his meditations 
would be no more interrupted by the emoti- 
ons of the fleſh, and therefore he would be 


more ſucceſsful in diſcovering the ſectets of 


nature. He reckons it as a' great advantage 
to him, that he would no more be the terror 
of husbands, and might now lodge any where 
without being ſuſpected: And forgets not to 
aGquaint him, he might converſe /with'the 
fineſt women without any fear of thoſe femp- | 
tations which ſometimes overpower even age 
itſelf, upon the fight of ſach objects. And 
laſtly, he would have the happineſs of being 
exempt from the illuſions of lep; ; which 
. OG to bien, 3 is a [PO 
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Ix wat with reaſon that F oVi.ques.reckons. 
all theſe as advantages very extraordinary in 
the life of an eccleſiaſtick; tis eaſy to ob- 
ſerve,. that, to a perſon wha devotes himſelf 

- to. continence, nothing can be more happy 
than to be inſenſible to beauty and love; for 
they who cannot maintain their chaſtity, but 
by continual combats, are very unhappy a the 
life of ſuch perſons is uacaly, their e al- 
ways doubtful. They but too much feel the 
trouble of their warfare, and if they come off 

victorious in an engagement, tis often with 
a great many wounds. Even ſuch of them, 

as in a retired life are at the greateſt diſtance 

from temptations, by continually ſtruggling 

with: their inclinations, and ſeiting barriers 
againſt the irruptions of the fleſh, are in a 

| miſerable condition. Their entrenchments 
©. are; often forced, and their conſcience fill - 
ed with forrow and anxiety. What progreſs 

5 might one make in the ways of virtue, who 

is not obliged to fight an enemy for every 
foot of ground? Had AsRTARp's misfortune 
made him indeed ſuch as Fours ſuppo- 
ſed, we ſhould ſee him in his letters expreſs 
his motives of comfort with a better, grace. 
But tho? he now was in a condition not able 
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to ) ſatisfy a paſſion by which he had ſuffered, 
ſo much; yet was he not inſenſible at the. 
ſight of thoſe objects which once gave him 
ſo much pleaſure. This diſcourſe therefore | 
of Foul EG, far from comforting AsELAUY 
in bis affliction, ſeems capable of producing 
the contrary effect; and it is aſtoniſhing if A- 


BELARD did not take jt ſo, and think he rather, 14 
inſulted him, and conſequently reſent it. | YU 2 

As to dreams, St. AvsT1x informs us of Fl 
the advantages Foulques tells his friend 1 
he had gain d. St. Ausrix implores the 1 


grace of God to deliver him from this ſort of 
weakneſs, and ſays he gave his conſent to 
thoſe things in his ſleep which he ſhould a- 
bominate awake, and laments exceedingly ſo 
great a remaining weakneſs. wh 
Bur let us go on with this charitable friend's 

letter; it hath too near a relation to this 
hiſtory, to leave any part of it untouched. 
Matrimonial functions (continues Foul guss) 
and the cares of a family, will not now hinder 
your application to pleaſe God. And what 
a happineſs is it, not to be in a capacity of 
ſinning? and then he brings the examples of 
St. Oxtoxx, and other martyrs, who rejoice, 
now in heaven, for their wg upon earth in 
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the fame condifiot! Azkianp lame "As if 
the impoſſibility of committing a fin could 
ſecure” any, one from deliring to do it. But 
ofie of his greateſt motives of comfort, and 
one upon which he inſiſts the moſt is, becauſe 
his misfortune | is irreparable. This is indeed 
true in fact, but the conſequetire of his rea- 
 ſ6ning is not ſo certain, © afflict not yourſelf, 
* Ache he, becauſe your "misfortune is of ſuch 
aq a nature as is never to be repaired. * 
Ir muſt be owned that the general topicks 
of conſolation have two faces, and may there- 
fore be conſidered very differently, even ſo 


as to ſeem arguments for ſorrow.” As for | 
5 


inſtançe, one might argue very juſtly, that 
a mother ſhould not yield too much to grief 
upon the loſs of a fon, becauſe her tears are 
unavailable; and tho' ſhe ſhould kill herſelf 
with be ſhe can never by theſe means 
bring her ſon to life. Vet this very thing, 
that all ſhe can do is uſeleſs, is the main oc- 
caſion of her grief; ſhe cull bear it pati- 
- ently, could ſhe any way retrieve her loſs. 
When Sorox * lamented the death of his 


ſon, and ſome friend by way of comfart 


050 kn, his tears were A *©'That, 
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62 © ſaid be, is the very reaſon why I weep?” 

Bor Fovrques' argues much better after- 
wards; he ſays, ABzLarD did not ſuffer this 
in the commiſſion of an ill act, but ſleeping 
peaceably in his bed. That is, he was not 
caught in any open fact, ſuch as has coſt o- 
thers the like loſs. This is indeed à much 
better topick than the former; tho? it "muſt 
be allowed that ABzLard had drawn this 
misfortune upon himſelf” by a crime as bad 
as adultery ; yet the fault was over, and he 
had made all the reparation which was in 
his power, and when they maimed him 1. | 
thovght no harm to any body. 

ABEL ARD's friend makes uſe le wilt 
of other conſolatory reaſons in his letter, aud 
repreſents to him, after a very moving man- 
ner, the part which the biſhop and canons, 
and all the eccleſiaſticks of -Parrs, took in 
his diſgrace, and the mourning there was a- 
5 mong the inhabitants, and eſpecially the wo- 
men, upon this occaſion. But in this artiele 
of conſolation how comes it to paſs that be 
makes no mention of Hero1ss? This ought 
not to appear ſtrange ; ſhe was the moſt in- 
rt jured, and therefore queſtionleſs her ſorrows 
were ſufficiently known to him, and it would 


4 - the ron). 


| be,no.news/to tell the huſband that his wife 
was in the utmoſt affliction for him. For as 

ve obſerved before, tho” ſhe was in a con- 
vent, ſhe had not renounced her huſband, 
and thoſe frequent viſus he made her were 
not ſpent in reading homilies. But let us 
make an end ot our reflexions on Fourous's 
curious letter. Fovrduxs, aſter adviſing A- 
BELARD, not to think of carrying the matter 
before the Pope, by aſſuring him that it re- 
quired too great expence to obtain any ſatis- 
faction at that court, concludes all with this 
laſt motive of conſolation, that the imagined 
happineſs he had loſt was always accompa- 
nied with Hundance of vexation ; but if he 
perſevered in his ſpirit of reſignation, he would 
without doubt at the laſt day obtain that ju- 
ſtice he had now failed of. Tis great pity 
we have not Ab ELARD's anſwer to this deli- 
cate letter, the matter then would look like 


one of Jon's dialogues with his friends. A- 


BELARD would generally have enough to re- 
ply, and Fouzquss would often be but a 
ſorry comforter. However, it is certain this 
letter was of ſome weight with ArELAAb, 
for we find afterwards he never thought of 


munen. to RouRk. Reſolved to bear 
is 
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his calamity patiently, .he left to God the a- 
venging of the cruel and A abuſe he 
had ſuffered.” | 
Bur let us return to Hide. Tis pro- 
bable her friends of the convent of Anckx- 
TEVIL concealed ſo heavy a misfortune from 
her for ſome time; but at laſt ſhe heard the 
fatal news: tho' the rage aud fury of her 
uncle threatned her long ſince with ſome pu- 
niſhment, yet could ſhe never ſuſpect any 
thing of this nature. It will be faying too 
little to tell the reader ſhe felt all the ſhame 
and forrow that is poſſible. She only can 
expreſs thoſe violent emotions of her foul ups 
on ſo ſevere an occaſion. 

Ix all probability this misfortune of Ang: 
LARD would have been a thorough cure of 
her paſſion, if we might argue' from like 
caſes; but there is no rule ſo general as not 
to admit of ſome exceptions ; and HzLo1ss's 
love upon this ſevere trial proved like Queen 
STRAroNICE's, who was not leſs paſſionate 
for her favourite Connanus, when ſhe diſeo- 
vered his impotenoe, than ſhe had * 
R 
| Shave and cron hid no leſs ſeized AkE- 
LARD than HxToisz, nor dared ke ever after 


appear 
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appear in "4 world. 80 that he reſolyed, 
immediately upon his cure, to baniſh himſelf 
from the ſight of men, and hide himſelf in the 


darkneſs of a monaſtick life; avoiding all con | 


verſation with any kind of perſons, excepting 
his dear HxTOISH, by, whoſe company he en- 
deavoured to comfort himſelf; but ſhe. at 
laſt reſolved to follow his example, and con- 


bh tinue for ever in the convent of ARGENTEUIL 


where ſhe was. A88Lakp himſelf. confeſ- 
ſes that ſhame, rather than devotion, had 
made him take the habit of a monk; and 
chat it was jealouſy, more than love, "which 
engaged him to perſuade HeLoiss to be pro- 
feſs'd, before he had made his vow. The 
letters which follow this hiſtory will inform 
us after what manner, and with what reſolution 
they ſeparated. HgLolsE, in the twenty ſe- 
cond year of her age, generouſly quitted the 
World, and renounced all thoſe pleaſures ſhe 
might reaſonably have , promis'd herſelf, to 
facrifice herſelf entirely to the fidelity and 
obedience the. owed. her husband, and to 
procure him that caſe of mind, which be 
ſaid he could no other ways hope for. 5 
Tru making AsRTARD's. misfortune fa- 
ailar to bin, he now a, thoughts 


N of 
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dale, and of ſupporting the reputati- 


on he had gained of the moſt learned man of 
the age! He began with! explaining the Acts 
of the Apoffles to the monks: of the mona- 
ſtery of St. Dxxxts, to which he had retired ; 
but the diſorders of this abbey, and the & 
bauches of the abbot, which, equally with 
his dignity, were ſupetior to thoſe of the 
fimple monks, quickly drove him thence. He 
had made himſelf uneaſy to them, by cenſur- 
ing their irregularity.” They were glad to ye 
witk him, and he to leave them. 

As ſoon as he had obtaiud leave of the 
eee e eee n AMPAIN, 
where he ſet cup a ſchpol; perſuading himſel 
that his reputation Would bring him a great 
number of ſcholars: And indeed they flock'd 
to him, not only from the moſt-diſtant' pro- 
vinces of Fraxce; but alſo from Rowe, Spalx, 
ExczanD: and GRRMA NV, in ſuch numbers 
that the tovms could not provide accommio- - 
dation, nor the country proviſions enough 
for them . But AbENAAD did not forſee 
that this ſucceſs and reputation would at the 
ſame tine occaſion him new troubles. © He 
had made himſelf two conſiderable enemies 


if 12 01 Aer Todi nit Ae 16 morkuck 
| %, is ſcholas tanta ſcholarium muttiends confluxit, ut nec 


: iis, nec terra ſufficeret alunentis. Abel. Oper. p 19+ + 
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_ at Laon, | ArRRIc of Rugins, ak; Low- 
ur of LOMBARDY, who, as ſoon-as they per- 
oeived how prejudicial his reputation was to 
their ſchools, , ſought, all, occaſions to ruin 
him; and thought they had a; lucky handle 
to * ſo from a book of his entituled « the 
myſtery of the trinity: this they pretended 
Was heretical, and, through the Arch-biſhop's 
means, they procured a council at 8oisons in 
the year 1121; and without ſuffering Azz- 
La to make any defence, ordered his book 
to be burnt by his own. hands, and himſelf 
to be confined to the convent of St.,.Mzpar. 
This Sentence gave him ſuch grief, that, he 
ſays bimſelf, the unhappy Fate of his writings 
touched bim more ſenſibly than the misfor- 
tune he had ſuffered through FurbERr's 
means. Nor was it only bis fatherly con- 
cern for his on productions, but the inde- 
lible mark of hereſie which by this means was 
_ on him, b wo n trbubled 


6 Sr STU” . n e 


Toe ar the curious n ay have deem. 
pleat knowledge of this matter, 1 ſhall here 
give an account of that pretended thereſic 

Which was imputed to AEI ARD! The oc- 
wuion of his l this book hr that his 
77 
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ſcholars demanded philoſophical argum ents 
on that ſubject; often urging that it was im- 
poffible to believe What was not underſtood; 
chat it was to abuſe the world to preach a 
doctrine, equally unintelligible to the ſpeaker 
and auditor; and that it was for the blind to 
lead the blind Theſe young men were cer 
rainly inclined to Savrti inn. | ABE Law's" 
enemies However did not accuſe bim of fal. 
ling into this, but another hereſie as bad, 
Txtrrersx3 tho” indeed he was equally free 
from both; be explained the unity of the 
| Godhead by compariſons drawn from human 
ſdchings; but according to a paſſage of St BEx- 
up, one of bis greateſt eteles he 
raked to "Hold" that no one ought to be. 
eve what he could for” give a reaſon for. 
However, ASTAAb's treatiſe” upon this ſub. 
„Jeck pleaſed every one except thoſe of his own 
as profeſſion, Who, mung With envy, "that be 


ed ſhould find out explanations Which they conld 
rot have thought of, raiſed ſuch a cry of be. 
* reſie upon him, that he and ſome of his ſcho- 
"| ere -e tte 
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2 had like toy have en ſtoned. “ by the 
mob. By their powerful: cabals they pre- 
valled with Cona N, biſhop, of P PRENESTE,! the 


| Pope's legate, who was preſident of the coun-. 


cil, to condemn his book, pretending; that 
he aſſerted three god's, which they might ea- 

fly ſuggeſt, when, be was ſuffered to make 
no defence. 'Tis certain he Was very ortho- 


dox i m the doctrine of the trinity 3 and all this 40 


proceſs agaiaſt him was only occaſioned by: 
the malice of his enemies. His logical com- 
pariſon (and logick was his maſter· piece) 
proved; rather the three divine perſons one, 
than moltiplyed che divine nature into three. 
His comp pariſ6n- is, that as the three, prop: 
ſitions, i in a ſyllpgiſm are but one truth, ſo 
the Father, Son and Holy. Choſt. are but one 
eſlence. And it is. certain the igcanyapien- 
cies, which may be drawn. from this parallel, 
are. not m more than what may be drawn from 
the - compariſon of the, three dimenſions of 
ſolids, ſo much inſiſted « on by that famous c or- 
thodox r Dr. * ALLES of Evo- 

« "LAND. 


. ü me in Clero et W bends ut pene me popu- 
tus paucoſque qui advencrant ex n noſtris prima die noſtri 
advent us lapidatent; dicentes me tres Deos predicare 0 ſcelplie, 
ſicut ipſis perſuaſum fuerat. Abel. Op. yok: % 8 

+ Sicut eadem oratio eſt, propoſitio, aſſumptio et nd ita 
is efſentia eſt Pater, Filius et Spiritus Sanctus, Abel, Op. p. 40. 
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LavnD; But great numbers' of pious and Tears 
ned divines, who have not been over ſubtle 


in politicks, have been perſecuted and con- 
demned as well as AztLard, by the igno- 
rance and malice of their caballing Brethren. 
A little after his condemnation, Azzr arp 
was ordered to return to St. Dennis. The 
liberty he had taken to! cenſure the vitious 
lives of the monks had raiſed him a great ma- 
ny enemies. Among theſe was St. BERNARD, 
not upon the ſame motives as thoſe monks, 
but becauſe Agerard's great wit, joined with 


ſo looſe and ſenſual a life, gave him jealouſy, 


who thought it impoſſible the heart ſnould be 
b eee in nem am 
| ed. 't | _ 
| 188 NE chad he Samak to $, Dunuty 
when one day he dropt fome words, intimat- 
ing he did not believe that the St, DEN NIS 


that he ever was in Fñax ck. This was im - 


. of joy, that he had now a handle to heighten 


A ſome. crime: againſt the ſtate 3 a method frę- 
. :uſed by this ſort of gentlemen to 


ita 


their patron! was the Aredpagite mentioned 
in the ſcripture, there being no probability 


me diately carryed to the abbot, Who was full 
the accuſations of hereſie, againſt him with 


E 3 make 


l f 
4 


make ſure their revenge. In thoſe times too the 
contradicting the notions of the monks was 
enough to prove a man an atheiſt, heretick, 
rebel, or any thing: learning ſignified no- 


thing If any one of a clearer head and lar- 
ger capacity had the misfortune to be ſuſpec- 


tedl of novelty, there was no ay to avoid 
the general perſecution of the monks, hut 
voluntarily baniſhing himfelf. The Abbot 
immediately aſſembled all the Houſe, and de- 
clared he would deliver up, to the ſecular 
power, a perſon who had dared to reflect upon 
the honour of the kingdom and of the crown. 
As EAR, very rightly judging that ſuchthreat- 


nings were not to be deſpiſed, fled by night 


to CnAMralx, to a cloiſter of the monks of 
Tors, and there paticntly waited, till-the 
ſtorm" ſhould be over. After the death of 
his abbot, which, very luckily: for him, hap- 
pened ſoon after his flight, he obtained leave 
to live where he: pleaſed,” altho? it Was; not 
without uſing ſome cunning. He knew the 
monks of ſo rich a houſe had fallen into great 
exceſles, and were very obnoxious to the 
court,” who would not fail to maße their 
profit of it: he therefore procured it ſhould 


be 1 to the eeueil, as very difad- 
vantageous 
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vantageous 1 to his majeſty's intereſt, that a 
perſon; who was continually cenſuring the. 
lives of his brethren; ſhould, continue any 
longer with them. This was immediately 


underſtood, and orders given to ſome great 


man at court to demand of the abbot and 
monks, hy they kept a perſon in their houſe 
whoſe conduct was ſo diſagreeable to them, 
and, far from being an ornament to the ſo- 
ciety, was a continual vexation, by publiſh- 
ing their faults? This being very opportune» 
ly moved to the new. abbot, he. gave Apz- 
14RD leave to retire to what RT he plea; 
ſed. 

A. BE L AR D, ig bad indeed all the qua: 
lifies which make a, great man, could not 
however bear, without repining, the nume- 
rous misfortunes. with which he ſaw himſelf 
embarraſſed, and had frequent thoughts of 
pnbliſhing a manifeſto: to juſtify himſelf from 
the ſcandalous imputations his enemies had 
laid upen him, and to undeceive thoſe whom 
their malice had prejudiced againſt him. But 
upon cooler thoughts, he determined that 
it Was better to ſay nothing, and to ſhew 
age * his ence how ere he thought 
, 1903 1 K . them 
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ee 6 his anger. Thus being rather en- 
raged than troubled at the injuries he had 
ſuffered, he reſolved to found . new "ſoetety, 
ebiiiting ch iefly of monks!” To this pur- 
ole” he choſe | I ſolitude i in the dioceſe of 


*Rotes, and, upon ſome ground Which was 


Seth kit by permitfion' of the biſnop, he 
. built a little houſe and a ehapel, which he 
dedicated'ts "the moſt Holy" trinity. a fro: 
Ms of learning 

the deſire of ſcience was beginning to ſpread 
iefelf. * Our exlle was inquired after and 
fond; ſcholars crouded to him from all 


parts: they built little huts, and were very 


liberal to their maſter for his lectures; con- 
tent to live on herbs, roots and water, that 
they might have the advantage of learning 
from ſo extraordinary a man; and with great 
zeal they enlarged the chapel, building that 
and thelr profeffor's . Tue e- a 
ſtone. win 
po this occaſion, Atarb, to ent 
the memory of the comfort he had received 
in this deſart, dedicated his new built chap- 
pel to the Holy Ghoſt, by the name of the Pa- 
RACLETE or comforter. The envy of Atpz- 


Rte and Lorurr, which had long ſince per- 
ſecuted 


; 


were then ſcaree, and 


ed 
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ſecuted! him, was ſtrangely revived, upon 
ſeeing ſo many, ſcholars, flock. to him; from 
all parts, notwithſtanding the inconyenien- 
cies of the place, and in contempt of the ma- 
ſters who might ſo. commadiouſly have bugs 
found in the towns and cities. 
Tun now more then ever fought — 


ons t trouble him; the name of PARACLETE, 
furniſhed them with one; they gave out that 


this wovelty, ns a Seesen of his for- 


to — chprehes to the Holy Gholt, chan. 
to God the Father : that this title was a ſub-. 
dle art of inſſiligg that poiſan, which he durſt 

nas ſpread}opeply 3 and conſequence of his 


ed already by a cquneil. . .T his report raiſed: 


a great clamour among numbers of people, 

whom his; enemies. employed from all ſides. 
But the perſecution grew more terrible when 
St. BrxxaRD and St. NonxxRRT declared a- 
gainſt him, two great Zealots, fired with the 
ſpirit of reformation, and who declared them- 
ſelves reſtorers of the primitive diſcipline, 
and had wonderfully gained upon the affecti- 
ons of the populace. They , ſpread ſuch 
un n we that they prone his 
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principal friends, \nd forced thoſe who fl 
loved him fit to ſhew it ay ways) and ũp- 
on theſe accounts made his life ſo bitter to 
him that een the point of leaving 
Chriſtendom“. But his unhappineſs would 
not let him do æ thing which might have pro- 
cured his eaſe; but made him: Nill' continue 
with cbriſtians; and with: motiks (as dne 
| expreſſes i it} worſe than heathens. “ Jl 
Tut duke of Brrraxy; informed of his 
misfortunes, ard of the barbariy of his ene - 
mies, named him. to the Abbey of St. Gvir- 
pas in the dioceſe df Vaxxks, at the defire 
of the monks, who kd Alrsädy elected him 
for their ſuperibor. Here he thought he: had 
Wund a refuge from the rage of his enemies, 
but in reality he had only changed one trou- 
ble for andther The proffigate lives of the 
| monks; and the arbitrarineſs of a lord, who 
had deprived chem ofthe greater part of their 
revenues, ſo that they were obliged to main- 
ain their miſtreſſes and children at their own 


et erpenee, mg him a thouſand 
2 6 1 vexations 


7 


, 0 Saepe anion. Debs ſcix, in Abend lets ſum ine 
ut Chriſtianorum ſinibus exceſſis, ad Gentes transire diſponerem, at- 
que ibi quiete ſub q E tributi pactione inter ene Chriſti 

iane vivere. 0 0 p- 32 
yh Incedi in Chriſtianos atque Monachos, Geatibus has laeviores 


- atque pejores: Ibid; 
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cried 10 do it in the holy ſacramgat.. Ex- 
communications, with which he had threat- 
ned the moſt mutinous, did not at all abate 
the diſorder; he now feared the poniard more 
than the poiſon, and compared his caſe to his, 
whom the tyrant of Sygacuss cauſed to be 
ſeated at his table, with a ſword hanging over 
1 faſtened only by a threat. 
Wulst ABELiard thus ſuffered in his ah 
* his monks, the nuns of AEN TEIL, of 
whom HTL OISE was prioreſs, grew ſo licen- 
tious, that Sog aꝝx, abbot of St. Dennis, tak - 
ing advantage of their it regularities, got poſ- 
Idſeſſion of their monaſtery. He ſent the ori- 
- ginal writings to Roxx, and, having obtained 
che anſwer he deſired, he expelled the nuns, 
N aud eſtabliſned In mt _ money of: his 
© order. {8 
n Sour eie a upon nading this 
d paſſage will be apt to entertain ſtrong ſuſpici- 
ons of Heroise;' and judge it probable that 
a governor does not behave well, when dif- 
ſoluteueſs is known to reign in the- ſociety. 
I have never read that ſhe was included by 
bs. . name 
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name in che general Cendel er the betty, 
andi therefore am eautious not to bring” any 
aceuſations againſt her. Our Saviour ſays, 
La ou condethned thee, neither 1 
«condemn thee”. , 


HE LOTSE, at Nor peter His ths cons 


vent of AncenTtevir, applyed to her huſband; 
vo, by: permiſſion of the biſhop of Tr6tes, 
gave her the houſe and chappel of the Pan x- 
orxTE, with its appendages; and, placing there 
ſome nuns, founded a nunnery. Pope Ixxo- 
ef II. confirmed this donation in the year 
1131. This is the origin of the abbey of the 
PIRATE TR, of Which HE TOISRE was the firſt 
Abbeſs. Whatever her conduct was among 
the licentious nuns of Ax E,E UH, tis cer- 
tain ſhe lived ſo regular in this her new and 
laſt retreat, and behaved herſelf with that 
prudence, {zeal and piety, that ſhe won the 
hearts of all che world, and in a ſmall» time 
had abundance of donations. ABE LAND him- 
{elf ſays, ſhe had more in one year, than he 
could have expected in all his life, had he li- 
ved there. Ihe biſhops loved her as their 
child, the Abbeſſes as their ſiſter, and the 
world as their mother. It, muſt? bezzowned 
{ame women have had wonderful talents for 


03: 5 b \ ex- 


tho” ſhe was driven from her abbey. .. 
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| exciting chriſtian charity. be abbeſles who 
ſueceeded HeLoig have often been of the 


greateſt familles in the kingdom. | There 1% 
a ft of them in the notes of Axparw DU . 


but ke has not thought fit to W notice 54 

Jaxz cnAbor, who died the 25th of June 
1393, and profeſſed the proteſtant. religion, 
yet without 'matfying, or quitting her habit, 


1 


Arrak ASZLARD had ſettled Heron here, 
he' made frequent Journeys from Bairaxy to 


cnahrlis, 5 take; care of the” intereſts, of 


this riſing houſe, and to eaſe himſelf from 
the vexations of his own abbey. But ſander ſo 
perpetually followeg this unhappy man, that, 
tho* his preſent condition was univerſally 
known, he was reproathed with à remaining 
voluptuous paſſion for his former miſtreſs. 
He complains of his hard uſage in one of his 
letters; but comforts himſelf by the example 
of St. IE Ao, whoſe freindſhip with Pavia 
occahioned ſeandal too and thought he entire- 
ly confuted their calumny, by remarking that 
even the moſt jealous commit their wives to 

the 3 of eunue s. 
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Tus thing which gives, the greateſt þ 
| to ful Peet Hs tales“ 8 Prudence, 27 0 
BELARD did not thick hi ſafe with 
is his "making : a reſolution, to Feparate himſ 
for e ever from ber. During | bis being employ- 
ed i ig eſtabliſhing this new nunnery, and in 
| ordering | their affairs, #5 175 — ty as ſpi- 
ritual, he Was diligent in her by 
frequent and pious admopitions 3 o:ſuch a (e- 
paration ;, and inlifted- that, in — to wake 
their retirement "and penitence more profi- 
table, it was en neceſſary they ſhould 
ſeriouſly endeavour to forget each other, and 
for the future think of. nothing but God. 
When he had given her direction for her own * 
conduct, and rules for the management of 
the nuns, he took his laſt leave. ok her and 
returned to his abbey | in Battaxy,. where he 
. continued a long time e W 
hy e 6 Thy. 

y SET THOR a letter he wrote to one of his 
Friends to comfart him under ſame diſgraces, 
wherein he had given him a long account of 
all the perſecutians he himſelf bad. ſuffered, 
fell into Hex0:5x's bands. . She knew by the 
fuperſcription from whom, . and her 
r made her open it; 3.4 ee the 

j 1 
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1 ticular Irs 18 a Hory the ie \ fo, much hon 
15 1 ar Qs | % Was } 7 
tned in e tenewed all Fi ſion, «nd ſhe 


ende Wo ook an occaſion to a4 to him, com- 


lala of h his long ſilence. \BELARD could 
not ferdeat anſwering her; this ocgaſſ ſoned 
the ſeveral letters 1 them ige fol- 
this biffory ; and i in theſe ve may ob- 
ſerve how high a Woman | is capable of raiſing 
the ſentiménts of her heart, when Polleſled 
of 2 great deal öf Wit and East, as well 
xs a moſt violent love,” 


I ſhall not tire the reader with any further 


tellexidiis on the letters of theſe two loyers, 
bur leave them entirel yt to his own jndgment; ; 
only remarking, that he ought not to be ſur- 
priſed to find HxLolsz s more tender, palli- 
onate and expreſſive than thoſe of AELARD: 
the was younger, and conſequently more ar- 
dent than he. The ſad condition he was in 
bad not altered her love. Beſides, ſhe retir- 
ed only in complaiſance to a man ſhe had fo 
blindly yielded to; and reſolving to preſerve 
her fidelity . ſhe ſtrove to conquer 
her deſires, and make a virtue of neceſſity. 
But the weakneſs of \her ſex continually re- 
turned, and ſhe felt the force of love in ſpite 
of all reſiſtance. * It was not the ſame with 

4 ABLLARD ; 


i RN, 
AvZLanD; for tho? it, was a miſtake td- think 
that, by ndt being gina a condition of (atisf3 r 
his puſtiof,? be was, as. Hzrorss. imagined, 
ene delivered from the "thorn of ſenſuali, 

yer he was truly ſorry for the Aiſorders 
of his" paſt Ife, be was ſincerely penitent, 
and therefore bĩs letters are leſs violent and 
paſionate than thoſe 'of Hsloiss- „ 


red it tö his abbey, where, ſtudy was his, chief 
buſineſs, bis enemies, Wbo had refolyed to 


perſecute him to the laſt, were careful not 


to let him enjoy the eaſe of r retirement: they 
thought he was not ſufficiently plagued with 
his monks, and 1 jerefore brought a neW pro- 
cels of hereſie againſt him before the arch- 
biſhop of Sens. He delired he might have 
the liberty of defending his doctrine before 
a publick aſſembly, and it was granted him. 
Upon this account the council of SExs was 
aſſernbled, i in which Louis the VII. aſſiſted 
in 2 705 in the your 1140. St. Bexxann 
bly ſome propoſit tions Fe from ABELarD's 
bock, which were read in the council. This 


accuſation gave ARBELARD | ſuch fears, and 


was managed. with ſuch e malice by 
_ bis 


. 


Asdber ten years. after ABELARD bad re. 
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his enemies, and with ſuch great unfairneſs 
in drawing conſequences he never thought 
of; that, imagining he had friends at Rows 
who would protect bis innocence, he made 
an appeal to the Pope. The council, not- 
withſtanding his appeal, condemned his book, 
but did not meddle with his perſon; and 
gave an account of the whole proceeding to 
Pope Innocent. II. praying him to confirm 
their ſentence. St. BERNARD had been fo 
early in prepoſſeſſing the Pontiff, that he got 
the ſentence confirmed before AnRLARD heard 
any thing of it, or had any time to preſent 
himſelf before the tribunal to which he had 
appealed. His Holineſs ordered beſides, that 
AsBELarD's books. ſhould be burnt, himſelf 
confined, and for ever prohibited from teach- 
ing. | | 
Tuis paſſage of St, Baxnand' s life is not 

much for the honour of his memory: and 

whether he took the trouble himſelf to extract 

the condemned propoſitions from ABERTARD's 

works, or intruſted it to. another hand, it is 

certain the paper he gave in contained many 


things which AzzLarD never wrote, and o- 
thers 4 


N 
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chefs which he ad de mean bs he ſenſe im- | 
to him. I. 33H IRAQ Nin n 
Wu E 4 KR pardcolar perde are ur- 
gee too rigidly, 'andunthovghr-gf eonſequen- 
ces drawn from ſome aſſertions, and no re- 
gardd is had to the general intent and ſeope of 
an author, it is no difficult matter to find er- 
rors in any book. For this reaſon Bzexax- 
GER of PoirtERs, ABttand's ſcholar, deftnd- 
ed his maſter againſt St. BERNARD. telling | 
him, he ought not to perſeeute others, whoſe 
own writings were not exempt from errors; 
demonſtrating that he himfelf had advanced 
a poſition, which he would not have failed 
to have inſerted in his extract as a morniſtru- 
ous doctrme, if be had found! it in a writ- 
ings of ArELARD. « 
Son time after ABELARD's en 46 
on, the Pope was appeaſed at the ſolicitation 0 
of the abbot of CLucnt, who received this 6 
unfortunate gentleman in his monaſtery with I « 
great humanity, reconcild him with St. Bzz- W «| 
XaRD, and admitted him to 25 a religious of M „ 
his ſociety: 
Tris was ABELARD'S laſt retirement, in 
which he found all manner of kindneſs; he 
read abba 


* 
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read lectures to the monks, and was equally 
humble and laborious. At laſt growing weak, 
and afflicted with a complication: of diſeaſes, 
he was ſent to the priory of St. Maxcer up- 
on the Saons, near Cnaloxs, a very agree- 
able place, where he died the 21ſt of April, 
1142, in the 63 year of his age. His corps 
was ſent to the chapel of the PanAckETE 
to HxTOISE, to be interred, according to her 
former requeſt of him, and to his own deſire. 
The abbot of CLvent, when he ſent the bo- 
dy to Heros, according to the cuſtom of 
thoſe times, ſent with it an abſolution to be 
fixed together with his epitaph on his grave- 
ſtone, which abſolution was as follows. 
© T PzrTtr abbot of CLuoxi, having re- 
ceived father AxRTA RD into the number of 
« my religious, and now given leave that his 
«body be privately conveyed to the abbey 
* of the PaRAclETE, to be diſpoſed of by 
« HEer.o1sx, abbeſs of the ſame abbey, do 
« by the authority of God and all the faints” 
© abſolve the ſaid Aer ARD from all his ſinsꝰ. 


| HELOISE, 


* Tao Petrus Cluniacenſis 4 qui pet. Abelardum in mo- 
nacum Cluniacenſem recepi, et corpus ejus furtim delatum Heloiſſae 
abbatiſſae et monialibus Paracleti conceſſi, authoritate omnipotentis 


Dei et omnium ſanctot um, Ano cum:-pro ce ab ben fee. 
catis ſuis.. 


- 
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% . Het of 
EE LO ISE, who ſurvived him twenty 


| years, had all the leiſure that could be to ef- 


fect the cure of her unhappy paſſion. Alas! 
ſue was very long about it! ſhe paſt the reſt 
of her days like a religious and devout abbeſs, 
frequent in prayer, and entirely employed in 


the regulation of her ſociety. She loved ſtudy, 


and being a miſtreſs of the learned languages, 
the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, ſhe, was e- 
ſteemed a. miracle of learning. \ ABELARD, 
in a letter he wrote to\the religious of his 
new houſe, ſays expreſly, that. HELOISE un- 
derſtood theſe three languages. The abbot 
of Cx voni likewiſe, in a letter he wrote to 
her, tells her, ſhe excelled in learning not 
only all her ſex, but the greateſt part. of 
men“. Ant in the calendar of the houſe 
of the PaAAcLRTR, ſhe is recorded in theſe 
words: Her.01sx,. mother and firſt abbeſs 
«of this place, famous for her learning and 
« religion.” I muſt not here paſs by a cuſtom 


the religious of the PaxacLzTE now have, ta 


commemorate how learned their firſt abbeſs 
was in the Greek, which is, that every year 


on the day of Pentecoſt they in divine 
n 


Studio tuo et mulicres omnes eviciſ, et pope viros u- 
ver ſos PT 


Abel. Op. 
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ſervice in the Greek wagte. What a ridi- 

culous vanity !. fang 

FR ANCIS PD Arno, tells us, how 

fubtilly one day ſhe fatisfied St, RR. 
upon his afking her, why in her abbey, when 
they recited'the Lord's prayer, they did not 
lay © Give us this day our Da1ty brea * 
but 0 Give us this day our Sur EAS U = 
STANTIAL bread, by an argument drawn 
from the 9 affirming we ought to 
follow the Greek verſion of the goſpel St. 
Marr TTHEW Wrote in Hebrew. "Without doubt 
it was not a little ſurpriſing to St. BæRNAR5, 
to hear a woman poſe him in a controverſy, 
by citing a Greek text. Tis true, ſome au- 
thors ſay Avgtaup made this anſwer to St. 
BERNARD, after hearing, from HELoISs, that 
objections were made to that form. of prayer. 
However the caſe was, a woman witha mall 
competency of learning might in thoſe times 
paſs for a miracle; and tho” ſhe might not e. 
qual thoſe deſcriptions which have been given 
of her, yet ſhe may deſervedly be placed in 
the rank of women of the greateſt learning. 
Nor was ſhe Teſs remarkable for her piety, 
patience, and reſignation, during her fick- 
neſſes in the latter part of her life. She died 


the 


* 
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weng. of May, 2763. Tig fuld The' de- 
| fired to be buried in the ſa 


be 2 tout With der 
Astranß, tho? Wh pro ly. Was 1 not. 775 
eüted. Txakcrs 4 Ausoisx fays,. he ſaw 


the convent the tombs of the founder 7201 
| foundreſs near together. However a manu- 
feript of Toyxs gives us an account of an 
| extraprdinary miracle- Which happened when 
Av#Land's grave Was opened for HzLoisz' $ 
body, namely, that AsETIA APD ſtretched out. 
his arms to receive her, and embraced her 
cloſely ; tho? there were twenty good years 
Paſſed ſince he died. But that is a Imall 
matter to a writer of miracles. 
I ſhall conclude this hiſtory with an epi- 
taph on AsBLAAD, which the abbot of CLuc- 
NL ſent HxTolsx, and which is now to be 
on his tomb; it hath nothing in it de- 
Ele either for thought or Iangua e, and 
will ſcarcely bear a tranſlation. It Is only 
added here For the Take 'of the curlous,. and 
as an inſtance of the reſpect paid to the me- 
mory of ſo great a man, and one whorn en- 


5 2 had W a the greateſt defaw:tions 
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P ETRUS.in hac petra latitat, quem mun- 
dus Homerum 

Clamabat, ſed jam ſidera ſidus habent. 

Sol erat hic gallis, ſed eum jam fata tulerunt; 
Ergo caret regio gallica ſole ſuo. 

Me ſciens quid quid fuit ulli ſcibile, vicit 
Artifices, artes abſque docente docens. 

Undecime maii Petrum rapuere calendæ, 
Privantes logices atria rege ſus. 

E/t ſatis, in tumulo Petrus hic jacet Melardus, 
Cui ſoli patuit ſcibile quid quid erat. 


— 


(tm Socrates, Plato maximus heſperi- 


arum, 

Noſter Ariſteteles, logices (quicunque fuerunt) 
Aut par aut melior ; ſtudiorum cognitus orbi 
Princeps, ingenio varius, ſubtilis & acer, 
Onniavi ſuperans rationis & arte loquendi, 
Abelardur erat. Sed nunc magis omnia vincit; 


Cum Cluniacenſem monacum, moremęue profeſ- 12 
Sus, 

Ad Chriſti veram tranſevit philoſophiam ; 

In qua, long eve bene complens ultima vite, 

Philoſophis quandoque bonis ſe commumerandum 

Io dcdit, undenas maio renovante calendas. 
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17 may be proper io acqueint the reader thut the * 
- lowing leiter wes written by Abelard te a friend, 
10 — him under fame Aſlictious which bad 

befallen him, by a recital of his own 1 Heringe, 
- which had been much heavier. It contains a par. 

ticular: account: of his amour with * Heloiſe, n 
the unhappy conſequences of it. This letter + 1 


written 22 everal * 1 ne 25 poration 
from H onde”, OILED +8464 : 


3 H E laſt time we were 1 Par 1. 
-LINTUs, you gave me a melahchel 
account of your misfortunes; T as ſenſib uy 

touched with the relation, and, Nite à tr 


friend, bore * = Your nes White” 
did 
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- did I not ſay to tay your tears? I laid be- 
fore you all the reaſons philoſophy could fur- 

niſh, which I thought might any ways ſoften 

_ the, ſtrokes of fortune; but all theſe endea- 

ydurs have proved uſeleſs : grief, I-perceive, 

has wholly ſeized your ſpirits, and your pru- 

dience, far from aſliſting} ſeems quite to have 

« Forſaken you. But my {kilful friendſhip has 

found out an expedient to relieve you. At- 

tend to me a moment, hear but the ſtory of 
my misfortunes; and yours, Pnilixrvs, 
will be nothing, if you compare them with 
thoſe of the loving and unhappy AsETLA R. 
Obſerve; I beſeach you, at what expence 1 
endeavour to ſerve you; and think this no 

{mall mark of my affection; for I am going 
to-preſent you with the relation of ſuch par- 
ticulars as it is impoſſible for me to recollect, 
without piercing my heart hows 1855 moſt ſen- 
ible affſiction. 

Tor know the place nee 1 was born, 
but not perhaps that I was born with thoſe 
complexiqnal faults which ſtrangers charge up- 
on our nation, an extreme lightneſs,of tem- 

„ and great inconſtancy. I frankly on 

and ſhall be as free to acquaint you with 

hk good ai x which were obſerved 1 in 


! me. 


1245. 
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me. I had a natural yivacity and aptnęſs for 


all the polite arts. My father was a gentle- 
man, and a man of good parts; he loyed the 
wars, but differed in his ſentiments from ma- 
ny who follow that profeſſion. He thought 
it no praiſe. to be illiterate ; but in the camp 
he knew how to converſe at the ſame time 
with the muſes and BELLON As He. was the 
ſame. in the management of his family, and 
took equal care to form his children to the 
ſtudy of polite learning, as to their military 
exerciſes. As I was. his eldeſt, and conſe. 
quently his fayourite ſon, he took more than 

ordinary. care of my education. 1 bad a na⸗ 
tural genius to ſtudy, and made an extraor- 


dinary progrels | in it. Smitten with the love 


of books, and the praiſes which on⸗ all ſides 
were beſtowed upon me, I aſpired to no re- 
putation, but what proceeded from learni 

To my, brothers 1 left the glory of battles, 
and 1 e pomp of triumphs ; nay. more, of 
yeilded them up my birthright and patrimo- 
ny. I knew neceſſity was the great ſpur to. 


5 ſtudy, and was afraid 1 ſhould not merit the 


title of learned, if I diſtinguiſhed myſelf from 
others by nothing but a more plentiful for- 
tune. Of all the ſciences, logick was the 


G 2 moſt 


— 
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moſt to my 'taſte; Such were the arms IT 
choſe to profeſs. ' Furniſhed vich the wea- 
pons of reaſoning, I took pleaſure in going 
to publick diſputations, to win trophies ; and 
where-ever I heard that this art flouriſhed, 
1 ranged, like another ALEXANDER, from 
province to province, to ſeek new INES 
© with whom. I might try my firength. ” | 
Tus ambition 1 Tad to become forthl: 
dable in logick led me at laſt to Parts, the 
center of politeneſs, and where the ſcience I 
was fo.ſmitten with rye aſually been In the 
greateſt perfection. I put myſelf under the 
direckion of one Cu a profeſſor, who 
had acquired the character of the moſt {kil- 
ful philoſopher of his age, by negative ex- 
cellencies only, by being the leaſt ignorant. 
He received me with great demonſtrations of 
kindneſs, but I was not fo happy as to pleaſe 
him long: I Was too knowing in the ſubjects 
he diſcourſed upon ; often confuted his no- 
tions; often in our diſputations I puſhed a 
* good argument ſo home, that all his ſubtilty 
Was not able to clude its force. It was im- 
24 a he Sous ſee e 9—öę by bis 


ſcholar 


» 
s „ 


4 


* 


Seher without reſentment. It i is ſometimes 
dangerous. to have too much merit. 


Envy, increaſed againſt me proportionably 


te my reputation. My enemies endeayoured 


to interrupt my progreſs, but their malice on- 


ly provoked my courage. And meaſuring 
my abilities by the jealouſie 1 had raiſed, 7 
thought. I had no farther occaſion for Cyan 
PEAUX'S lectures, but rather that 1. Was ſuffi- 
ciently qualified to read to others. 9 1 ſtood 
for a place which was vacant at Mx UN. My 
malter uſed all his artifice to defeat my hopes, 
t in vain; and on this occaſion, I triumphs 
ed over, his. cunning, as before I had done o- 
ver. his learning. My lectures were always 
crouded, and my beginnings ſo fortunate, 
that I entirely obſcured the renown of my fa. 
mous maſter. Fluſhed with theſe happy con- 
queſts, I removed to CoxxEIt, to attack the 
maſters there, and fo eſtabliſh my character of 
the ableſt logician. The violence of travelling 
threw me into a dangerous diſtemper, and 


not being able to recover my ſtrength, my 
phyſicians, who perhaps were in à league 


with Cnaurgabx, adviſed me to remove to 
my native air. Thus 1 voluntarily baniſhed 
myſelf for ſome years. I leave you to ima- 

G 3 a gine 
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| eine Füliber my abſence was not regretted 
by the better ſort. At length FT recovered 
my health,” when I' received news that my 
greateſt adverſary had taken the habit of 1 
monk: you m think it was an aft of peni- | 
tence for having perſecuted me ; quite con- 
trary,. it Was ambition: he reſolved to raiſe 
| bimſelf r. o beine churth-dignity, therefore 
fell i into the beaten. track, and took on him 
the garb of feign'd auſterity; for this is the 
| eaſieſt and ſhorteſt way td the higheft eccleſi- 
aſtical dignities. His wiſhes were ſucceſsful, 
and he obtained a 'biſhoprick ; yet did he not 
quit Panrs, and the care of the ſchools: he 
vent to bis dioceſe to gather in Bis reve- 
nues, but returned and paſſed the reſt of bis 
LAs in reading lectures to thoſe few pupils 
which. followed him. After this J often en- 
gaged. with him, and may rephy to you as 
a AJAX. did to the Gnxvns ; 3 


25 1 


# 


ty you | demand f the fortune of that 1 
hen ſtak d on this right hand your hunour's lay ; 
if 1 did mt oblige the foe to yeild, © 

Fe et did I never baſe quit the Ae 
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About this time my father BxxAx ER, who 
to the age of ſixty had lived very agretably, 
retired from the world, and ſhut himſelf up 
in a cloiſter, where he offered up to heaven 
the languid remains of a life he could make 
no further uſe of. My mother, who was 
yet young, took the ſame reſolution. She 
turned a religious, but did not entirely aban- 
don the ſatisfactions of life. Her friends 
were continually at the grate. And the mo- 
naſtery, when one has an inclination to make 
it ſo, is exceeding charming and pleaſant. 1 
was preſent when my mother was profeſſed. 
At my return I reſolved. to ſtudy divinity, 
ald inquired for a director in that ſtudy. I 
was recommended to'one ANSELM, the very 
oracle of his time; but to give you my own 
opinion, one more venerable for his age and 
wrinkles, than for his genius or learning. If 
you conſulted him upon any difficulty, the 
ſure conſequence was to be much more un- 
certain in the point. They who only ſaw 
him admired him, but thoſe who.reaſoned 
with him were extreamly diſſatisfied.. He 
was a great maſter of words, and- talked 
mae, "oor meant nothing. His dicount, 
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Was a les which, inſtead of enlightening, ob- 

ſeured every thing with its ſmoke; a tree 
beautiſied with variety of leaves and branch- 
es, but barren. 1 came to him with a deſire 


; . to learn, but found him like the fig-tree in 


the goſpel, or the old oak to Which Luca 
compares Pourxx. I continued not long un- 
derneath his ſnadow. I took for my guides 
the primitive fathers, and boldly launched 
into the ocean of the holy ſeriptures. In a 
ſhort time I made ſuch a progreſs that others 
choſe me for their director. The number of 
my ſcholars were ineredibie, and the gratui- 
ties I received from them were: anſwerable 
to the great reputation I had acquired. Now 
1 found myſelf ſafe in the harbour, the ſtorms 
were paſſed, and the rage of my enemies 
had ſpent itſelf without effect. Happy, had 
I known to make a right uſe of this calm 
But when the mind is moſt eaſy it is moſt 
expoſed to love, and even ſecurity cs is 
the moſt dangerous ſtate. | 
Aup now, my friend, I am going to ex- 
| ie to you all my weakneſſes. All men, 1 
believe, are under a neceſſity. of paying tri- 
bute, at ſome time or other, to love, and it 


is vain to ſtrive to avoid it, 1 was a philoſo- 
| pher, 
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pher, yet this tyrant of the mind triumphed 
over all my wiſdom; his darts were of great - 
er foree than all my reaſonings, and with a 
ſweet conſtraint he led me whither he pleaſed. 
Heaven, amidſt an abundance of bleſſings 
with which 1 was intoxicated, threw in a 
heavy affition.” I became a moſt. ſignal ex- 
ample of its vengeance ; and the more un- 
happy, becauſe, having deprived me of the 
means of accompliſhing my ſatisfaction, it 
left me to the fury of my criminal deſires. 
I will tell you, my dear friend, the parti- 
culars of my ſtory, and leave you to judge 
whether I deſerved fo ſevere a correction. 
I had always an averſion for thoſe light 
women, whom it is a reproach to purſue ; 
I was ambitious in my choice, and wiſhed to 
find ſome obſtacles, that I might SEO 
u ere e eee eee 
Turk was in Pants a young creature 
(ah PhiIIIxrus ) formed in a prodigality of 
nature, to ſhew mankind a finiſhed compoſi- 


tion; dear HETLoISE! the reputed neice of one 


FuLBERT, a Canon. Her wit and her beauty 
would have fired the dulleſt and moſt inſen- 
ſible heart; and her education was | equally 
admirable. ee was a miſtreſs of the 

moſt 
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me: 1 ſaw her; I loved her, I reſolved to 
endeavour to engage her affections. The 


thirſt of glory cooled immediately in my 
heart, and all my paſſions were loſt in this 


new one. I thought of nothing but HeLoiss; 
every thing. brought her image to my mind. 
I was penſive, reſtleſs, and my paſſion was 
fo violent as to admit of no reſtraint. I was 
always vain and preſumptive; I flattered my- 
ſelf already with the moſt bewitehing hopes. 


My reputation had ſpread itſelf every where; 


and. could a virtuous lady reſiſt a man that 
had confounded all the learned of the age? 
I was young could ſhe ſhew an inſenſibi- 
ty to thoſe vows which my heart never 
formed for any but herſelf? my perſon was 
advantageous enough, and by my dreſs no 


one would have ſuſpected me for a doctor; 


and dreſs, you know, is not a little engaging 
with women. Beſides, I had wit enough to 


write a BIIIET- Doux, and hoped, if ever ſhe 


permitted my abſent ſelf. to entertain her, 
the would read with pleaſure a eben 


re bone. 222 13 | 
— ann „ 8H 
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thoſt; police arts. „Ten may eaſily W 
that this did not a little help to captivate” 
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-Fixre»- with theſe notions, 1 thought of 
nothing but the means to ſpeak to her. Lo- 


vers either find or make all things eaſy. By 


the offices of common friends, I gained the 


acquaintance of Furzzzr. And can you be- 
lieve it, Pull ix rus, he allowed me the pri- 
wilege of his table, and an apartment in his 


Houſe: I paid him indeed a conſiderable ſum; 


for perſons of his character do nothing with» 
out money: But what would I not have gi- 
ven? You, my dear friend, know what love 
is; imagine then hat a pleaſure it muſt have 
been to a heart ſo inflamed as mine, to be al- 
ways ſo near the dear object of deſire ! I would 
not have exchanged my happy condition for 
that of the greateſt monarch upon earth. I 
ſaw HELOISE, I ſpoke to her, each action, 
each confuſed look, told her the trouble of 
my foul. And ſhez on the other fide, gave 
me ground to hope for every thing from her 
generoſity. Fur Er deſired me to inſtruft 
her in philoſophy ; by this means I found 
opportunities of being in private with her, 
and yet I was, ſure, of all men the moſt timo- 
rous in declaring my paſſion. | | 
As I was with her one day alone, chars 
ing Mn, ſaid I 0 if you know 
| your 
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yourſelf; yon willinot be ſurpriſed with that 
paſſion you have inſpired me with. Uncom- 
mon a8 it is, I can expreſs. it but wih the 
common terms. -I love you, adorable HE- 
zorse! Till now I thought philoſophy made 
us maſters of all our paſſions, and that it 
was a refuge from the ſtorms in which weak 
mortals are toſſed and ſhip-wrecked: but you 
have deftroyed my ſecurity, and broken this 
philoſophic courage. I have deſpiſed riches ; 
honour: and its pageantries could never raiſe 
fired my ſoul; happy if ſhe who raiſed this 
paſſion kindly receives the declaration; but 
if it is an offence-----No, replied HxTOISE; 
ſhe-muſt be very ignorant of your merit who 
can be offended at your paſſion: But for my 


don repoſe, I wiſh either that you had not 


made this declaration, or that I were at li- 
berty not to ſuſpect your ſincerity. Ah di- 
Line Heros! ſaid I, flinging myſelf at her 
feet, I ſweag by yourſelf-----] was going on 
to ' convince: her of the truth of my paſſion, 
but heard a noife, and it was FULBERT: 
There was no avciding it, but I muſt do a 
Violence to my defire, and change the diſ- 
1 ather ſubject. After is, I 
155 found 
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found frequent opportunitieFo free; Hr role 
from thoſe ſuſpicions, which: the.general in- 
ſincerity of men had raiſed in her ; and ſhe too 
much deſired what I ſaid were truth, not tb 
believe it. T hus there was a moſt happy un- 
derſtanding between us. The ſame hauſe, 
the ſame love, united our perſons and our de- 
ſires. How many ſoft moments did we paſs 
together ? We took all opportunities to ex- 
preſs to each other our mutual affections, and 
were ingenious in contriving incidents which 
might give us a plauſible occaſion of meeting. 
Pxxauis and THIsBE 's diſcovery of the crack 
in the wall was but a {light repreſentation 
of our: loye, and its ſagacity. In the dead 
of night, when FULBERT and his domeſticks 
were in a ſound lleep, we improved the time, 
proper to the ſweet thefts of love: not con- 
tenting ourſelves, like thoſe unſortunate lo- 
rers, with giving inſipid kiſſes to a wall, -we 
made uſe of all the moments of our charming 
interviews. In the place where we met we 
had no lions to fear, and the ſtudy of philo- 
ſophy ſerved us for a blind. But I Was ſo far 
from making any advances in eie | 
that I loſt all my taſte of them; arid when 1 
was ee to go ſtom the light of dear 
H miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs to my philoſophical CIR, it was 
with the utmoſt regret and melancholy. Love 
4s incapable of being concealed; a word, a 
look, nay filence ſpeaks it. My ſcholars diſ- 
covered it firſt; they ſayy 1 had no longer 
that vivacity of thought to which all things 
| were cafy: I could now do nothing but write 
verſes to ſooth my paſſion; I quitted Agr- 
-STOTLE and his dry maxims, to practiſe the 
precepts of the more ingenious Ovid. No 
day paſſed in which I did not compoſe amo- | 
rous verſes. Love was my inſpiring Apor- 
10. My ſongs were ſpread abroad, and gain- 
ed me frequent applauſes. Thoſe who were 
in love as I was took a pride in learning 
them; and, by luckily applying my thoughts 
and verſes, have obtained favours, which 
perhaps they could not otherwiſe have gain- 
ed: this gave our amours ſuch an Eclat, that 
the loves of HETLOIsE and ABELAR D were the 
ſubject of all converſations. 
Tu town:talk at laſt reached Für sERT's 
ears; it was with great difficulty he gave & 
credit to what he heard, for he loved his 
neice, and was prejudiced i in my favour ; but 
upon cloſer examination, he began to be leſs 
1 He ſurpriſed us in one of our 
| | | more} ' 
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more ſoft converſations. How fatal ſome-- 
times are the conſequences of curioſity ! the 
anger of For sERT ſeemed too moderate on 
this occaſion, and I feared in the end ſome. 
more heavy revenge. It is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs the grief and regret which filled my 


ſoul, when I was obliged to leave the Canon's, 


houſe and my dear Hzro1ss, But this ſe- 
paration of our perſons the more firmly u- 
nited our minds; and the deſperate condition. 
we were reduced to made us capable of at- 
tempting any thing. 1 25 | 
My intrigues gave me but little ſhame, ſo, 
lovingly did 1 eſteem. the occaſion :, think 
what the gay young divinities ſaid, when 
Vurcan caught Mazs and the goddeſs of 
beauty in his net, and impute it all to me. 
Furstrt ſurpriſed me with Heros, and 
what man that had a ſoul in him would not 
have born any ignominy on the fame con- 
ditions? the.next day I provided myſelf of a 
private lodging near the loved houle, being 
reſolved not to abandon my prey. I continu- 
ed ſome time without appearing publickly. 
Ah how long did thoſe few moments ſeem to 
me ! when we. fall from a ſtate of happineſs; 
"+ HR wth 
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wih what impatience do we * bear our mls 
fortunes ?{1 i» + 

I being impoſſible that I ola live oY 
ö out ſeeing HETeisE, T endeavoured to engage 
her ſeryant, whofe name was Acarton, in my 
intereſt; ſhe was brown, well ſhaped, of a 
perſon ſuperior to the ordinary rank; her 
features regular, and her eyes ſparkling ; fit 
to raiſe love in any man whoſe heart was not 
prepoſſeſſed by another paſſion. I met her 
alone, and intreated her to have pity on a 
diſtreſſed lover. She anſwered, ſhe would un- 
dertake any thing to ſerve me, but there was 
à reward at theſe words I opened my purſe, 
ind ſhewed the ſhining metal, which lays a- 
fleep guards, forces a way thro” rocks, and 
foftens the hearts of the moſt obdurate fair. 
You are miſtaken, faid ſhe, ſmiling and ſhak- 
ing her head-----you do not know me; could 
gold tempt me, a rich abbot takes his night- 
ly ſtation; and ſings under my window ; he 
offers to ſend me to his abbey, which, he hes, 
is ſituate i in the moſt pleaſant country in the 
world. A courtier offers me a conſigerable 
ſum, and aſſures me I need have no apprehen- 
ſins ; for, if our amours have conſequences, 
he will marry me to his gentleman, and give 
him 


tir 


him a handſome employment. To ſay no- 
thing of a young officer, who patroles about 
here every night. and makes his attacks after 
all imaginable forms. It muſt be love only 
which could oblige him to follow me; for I 
have not, like your great ladies, any rings or 
jewels to tempt him: yet, during all his ſiege 


of love, his feather and his embroidered coat 


have not made any breach in my heart: I 


ſhall not quickly be brought to capitulate, 1 
am too faithful to my firſt conqueror-----and 
then ſhe looked earneſtly on me. I anſwered, 


I did not underſtand her diſcourſe. She re- 
plied, for a man of ſenſe and gallantry you 
have a very flow apprehenſion; I am in love 


with you, ABELA ND; I know you adore Hz- 


LOISE, I do not blame you; I deſire only to 
enjoy the ſecond place in your affections: I 
have a tender heart, as well as my miſtreſs ; 
you may without difficulty make returns to 
my paſſion ; do not perplex yourſelf with un- 
faſhionable ſcruples : A prudent man ought 
to love ſeveral at the ſame time; if one 
ſhould fail, he is not then left unprovided. 


You cannot imagine, PaiLintus, how 


much I was ſurpriſed at theſe words; ſo en- 
tirely did I love Her o1ss, that, without re- 
Kecting 
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reaſonable or not, I immediately left her. 


When 1 had gone a little way from her, I 


(ai 


Led back, and ſaw her biting her nalls in 


fear me” fatal conſequences. She haſtened 
to Fprekkrz and told him the offer 1 had 
"made her, but 1 ſiippoſe concealed the other 
art Gk. the ſtory.” "The Canon never forgave 
N Is front; 1 afterwards perceived he was 
more "JN concerned for his neice, than I 
at firſt imagined. Let no lover hereafter 
: follow 1 my example; ; a woman rejected is an 
Outrageous creature. Acre was day and 
night at her window, on purpoſe to keep me 
a diftance from her miſtreſs, and ſo gave 
= on gallants opportunity enough to . 
play their ſeveral, abilities. 
I as infinitely perplexed what GA to 
. takes at laſt I applyed myſelf to my Hz. o- 
15E's.  finging-maſter. The ſhining metal, 
which: had no effect on Acro, charmed 
him; FF he Was excellently qualified for con- 
veying 2 billet with the greateſt dexterity 
and ſecrecy. He delivered one of mine to 
HzL915E, who, according to my appointment, 
Was \ready at the end of a garden, the wall 


of 


. 


| the'r 5 of du ndtddent, which made me 
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of which 1 ſcaled by a ladder of ropes. 
confeſs to you all my failings, eh ing 
How would my enemies, CuAurzavx and 
Axskru, have triumphed, had they ſeen the 
redoubted philoſopher in ſuch a wretched 
condition? Well----. I met my ſoul's joy, 
my HEtorse ; I ſhall not deſeribe our tranſ- 
ports, they were not long ; for the firſt news 
Hxrolsz acquainted me with plunged me 
in a thouſand diſtractions. A floating Dxros 
was to be ſought for, where ſhe might be 
ſafely delivered of a burden ſhe began alrea- 
dy to feel. Without loſing much time in 
debating, I made her preſently quit the Ca- 
nons houſe, and at break of day depart for 
BritaxyY ; where ſhe, like another goddeſs, 
gave the world another Arorto, which my 
ſiſter took care of. 
| T 11s carrying off Heros was ſufficient 
revenge upon FurBERT. It filled him with 
the deepeſt concern, and had like to have de- 
prived him of all that little ſhare of wit which - 
heaven had allowed him. His ſorrow and 
lamentation gave the cenſorious an occaſion 
of ſuſpecting him for ſomething more than | 
the uncle of HELOISE. i 


: A 01 N to pity his cf 
and to think this robbery, which love had 
made me commit, was a ſort of treaſon. I 
endeavoured to appeaſe his anger by a ſin- 
. cere confeſſion, of all that was paſt, and by 

hearty engagements to-marry HE1o1st ſe- 
cretly. - He gave me his conſent, and with 
many proteſtations and embraces confirmed 


our reconciliation. But what dependence 
can be made on the frond of an ignorant DE- 


votes. He was only plotting a cruel re- 
wenge, as you will ſee by what follows. 

I took a journey into BRITAxx, in order 
to bring back my dear Hzr.o1sr, whom 1 


now. conſidered as my wife. When I had 
acquainted her with what had paſſed between 


the Canon and me, I found ſhe was of a con- 
trary opinion to me. She urged all that was 
poſſible to divert me from marriage: that it 


was a bond always fatal to a philoſopher; 


that the cries of children, and cares of a fa- 
milly, were utterly inconſiſtent with the tran- 
quility and application which the ſtudy of 
philoſophy required. She quoted to me all 
that was written on the ſubject by Taxo- 
PHRASTUS, C1cERo, and above all inſiſted on 


the unfortunate SockarEs, who quitted life 
. with 


* 
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wich joy, "becauſe by that means he left Tan- 
rig. Will it not be more agreeable to 
me, faid ſhe, to ſee myſelf your miſtreſs 
than your wife? And will not love have 
more power than marriage to keep our hearts 
firnily united? Pleaſures taſted ſparingly and 
with difficulty have always a higher reliſh, 

while every thing by being ealy _—_ common 
| jor flat and infipid. _ 

I was unmoved by all this Wan He- 
L.o1st prevailed upon my ſiſter to engage me. 
Lucitia (for that was her name) taking me 
alide one day faid, what do you intend, bro- 
ther? Is it poſſible that AzzLarp. ſhould in 
earneſt think of marrying HzLorsn? She 
ſeems indeed to deſerve a perpetual affection; 
beauty, youth, and learning, all that can 
make a perſon valuable, meet- in her. You 
may adore all this if you pleaſe ; but, not to 
flatter you, what is beauty but a flower, 
which may be blaſted by the leaſt fit of ſick- 
neſs ? When thoſe features with which you 
have been ſo captivated ſhall be funk, and 
thoſe graces loſt, you will too late repent 
that you have entangled yourſelf in a chain, 
from which death only ean free you. I 
ſhall ſee you reduced to the married mas 

only 
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learning ought to make HzLo01sz more ami- 


able? I know ſhe is not one of thoſe affected 


females, who are continually oppreſſing you 
with fine ſpeeches, criticiſing books, and de- 
ciding upon the merit of authors. When 
ſuch an one is in the fury of her diſcourſe, 
- buſband, ſvicnds,. ſervants, all fly before her. 
HzToisz has not this fault; yet it is trou- 
bleſome not to be at liberty to uſe the leaſt 
improper expreſſion before a wife, which 
you bear with pleaſure from a miſtreſs. 
Bur you ſay you are ſure of the affections 
of Heroise ; I believe it; ſhe has given you 
no ordinary proofs. But can you be ſure 
marriage will not be the tomb of her love? 
the name of huſhand and maſter are always 
harſh, and Hsrorss will not be the Pnox- 
xx you now think her. Will ſhe not be a 
woman? come, come, the head of a philo- 
ſopher is leſs ſecure than thoſe of other men. 
My ſiſter grew warm in the argument, 'and 
was going on to give me a hundred more 
reaſons of this kind; but I angrily interrupted 


her, telling her "ow that ſhe did not know. 
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A few days after we departed together 
3 Brittany, and came to Paris, where TI 
compleated my project. Twas my intent 
my marriage ſhould be kept ſecret, and 
therefore HeLoise retired _—_ the nuns of 
ARGENTEUVIL. | 

' I'now thought FurszRTs anger difarmed; 
I lived in peace; but alas! Our marriage 
proved but a weak defence againſt his re- 
venge. obſerve, Paritinzus, to what a bar- 
barity he purſued it ! He bribed my ſervants; 
an aſſaſſin\tame into my bed-chamber by 
night with a razor in his hand, and found me 
in a deep ſleep. I ſuffered the moſt ſſiame- 
ful puniſhment that the revenge of an enemy 
could invent; 'in ſhort, without loſing my 
life, I loſt my manhood. I was puniſhed in- 
deed in the offending part; the deſire was 
left me, but not the poſlibility of ſatisfying 
the paſſion. 80 cruel an action eſcaped not 
unpuniſned; the villain ſuffered the ſame in- 
fiction; poor comfort for fo irretrievable an 
evil! I confeſs to you, ſhame, more than 
any ſincere penitence, made me reſolve to 
hide myſelf from the ſight of men, yet could 
I not ſeparate myſelf from my HRLoisE. Jea- 
louſy took poſſeſſion of my mind; and, at the 
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very expence of her. happineſs, I decreed to 
Warri all rivals: before I put myſelf 
in a cloiſter, I obliged ber to take the habit, 
and retire into the nunnery of Ax ENTEVII. 
J remember ſome body would have oppoſed 
her making ſuch a cruel ſacrifice of herſelf, 
but ſhe anſwered in the Words of Corntiia, 
after the death gar terre ene wa A 


33 Toy Tu? HP JN 


| eee ron HS 0 ene . peremi. e 
ce fata extrema petente 
Vita digna fui ? Moriar. -&. 

Om lov'd lord our fatal marriage druus 

On thee this doom, and I the guilty cauſe ! | 
Then while thou goſt th extremes of lam 1 

TIT prove, 
Pl ſhare that fate, — expiate thur 10 ws 


ſpeaking theſe verſes, the marched uy. to the 
altar, and took the veil with a conſtancy, 
which I could not have expected in a woman 
who had ſo high a taſte of pleaſures which 
ſhe might ſtill enjoy. I bluſhed at my own 
| weakneſs, and without deliberating a moment 
longer, I buried myſelf. in a cloiſter, reſolved 


to vanquiſh a fruitleſs Pep.) I now. reflee- 
dead 


. : % * 
0 


848: 


D 


(= 
Sa. 


AbrHan⁰ tg Ph fins. 97 


A4 Gard bidthalhiſed me thus grlevouf. 
ly, that ne might ſave me from that deſtruc- 
tiorr ir Hier Rall like to have been fwal- 
10d up" In order to avoid idlefefs, the 
udhappyineehdliry of thoſe criminal Hates 
which had ruide@ me itt the world;* I endea- 
wolired in my fett ement to put thoſe talents 
toia! good: ue which" IL had before ſo much 
abaſech I gave the neviceslrules of divinity 
agreecablb to the- holy futhers and couheils. 
In the mean while, thb enemies which my . 
new fame bad mifed up, and eſpecialſy A- 
Eur and EoP023! who, xfrer the death of 
thelmaier”OWNB: A d NSE 1 M. 
ſumed the ſovereignty ef Karting, bad to 
attack me. They loaded he With the falſeft 
imputations} and notwithſtiriding all my de- 
feniee;: Thad che mertiffcatton to ſee my oer 
condemned by rn, Ard abt | This 
was ancùtting ſorre; and believe te, Phi- 
un roh cel former Eakufkity T Rifered %y 
this ebdeltynof Fuss wis Hemhing in 
Nr Uns!: bail I net, e 
Tus daffront Ihad nel y received, and 
thei ſeundalous dbduchired Ef the monks, 
obliged metto banillymyfelf!* an etre near 
rofNodewt.”1 Reh Men deſatt, where 1 
d Hos 1 flattered 
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Battered myſelf .1 ſhould avoid fame, and be 
ſecure from the malice of my encmles. ., 1 
was again deceived. |''The! deſire pf being 
tanght by me drew crouds. of, audigory even 
thither; Many left the, towns and their 
houles, i and came and, Brad in tents;';for 
herbs, courſe. fare, and hard lodging, they 
| Abandoned the delicacies of a plentiful table, 
d- eaſy life. L looked like the prophet in 
be wilderneſs attended by his diſciplrs. My 
re were perfeciiy clear ſnom all that had 
0 | be And happy had it been if 
n, dende bad been inaeceſſible to enyy 
With the conſiderable gratuities I reeeived, 
& built; a chapel, and dedieated it; to che 
daly ghaſt, by dhe name of che PanacieTs. 
The rage of my enemies now awakened 
Again, and forced me to quit this retreat. 
This I did without much ꝗifficuity.¶ But firſt 
: the: bilhop. of Trxouss gave me leave, to e- 
5 Aabliſh there 2 nunnery, which I Gd, and 
committed the care of it to, deer wal 
10isz. When 1 had ſettled ber 
Von believe it, PBIIIxrvs, A left her vic 
ont taking any „IL did not wander long 
without any ſettled habitation; for the duke 
of ade . of my . 
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named mb to the: abbey of St. 'Gortvas, 
where I now am, and r D fie e 
day freſh. perſecutions. 


9455 Py 


9 PEN 
of 'which 1 don't underſtand 3 I have no con. 


verſation but witk the rudeſt people. 


walks ate on the inacceſſible ſhore of à ſea, 
which is perpetually ſtormy. My monks are 
only ko by their diſſolutenefs, and living 
without any rule or order: Could you ſee 
the pref Partinrvs, you would not call it 

The doors and walls are without any 
Ae except the heads of wild boars 
and hind's feet, which are nailed up againſt 
them, aud the hides of frightful animals. 
The cells are hung with the fins of deer. 
The monks have not ſo much as a bell to 
wake them, the coeks and dogs ſupply that 
defect. In ſhort, they paſs their whole ay 


in hunting; would to heaven that were their 
greateſt fault! Or that their pleaſures termi- 
nated there! I endeavour in vain to recall 
them to their duty; they all combine againſt 


me, and I only expoſe myſelf to continual” 


1 


vexations and dangers. I imagine I ſee e- 
very moment a naked ſword hang over my 
head. Sometimes they ſurround me, and 

9 e 1 2 | 1 
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load. me withyinfigite abjaſes A ſometimes they 
abandon. me, and. I am left alone to my;own 


tormenting thoughts. I. make, it my endea- 


vour to. mexit by my, ſufferings, and to ap- 
peaſe an angry God- Sometimes 1 gtieve 
for the loſs, of the houſe, af, the PARACLETE,. 
and wiſh. to {ee_it again. Ah Prangus, 
does not the love of Hxrozzz, ſtill burn in 
my heart? 1 have not yet triumphed o over 
that unhappy; paſſin... In, the. midſt of, my. 
retirement, I ſigh, I weep, .I, pine, I ſpeak 
ou dear. name Hz1:0458,. and am pleaſed.to 

hear the ſound. I complain of the,ſeverity 

e heaven. But Oh! let, us not "deceive. 
ourſelves: I have not made a right uſe of 
grace. I am thoroughly wretched., I. have 
not yet torn from my heart the deep rogts 
which vice.has-planted i in it. For if my; en. 
verſion were ſineere, how could I take a plea - 
ſure to relate my paſt follies? Could I not 

more eaſily comfort myſelf in my afflictions, 
could I not turn to my advantage thoſe. words, 
of God himſelf, “If they have perſecuted 
me, they will alſo perſecute you; if the 
« world hate you, ye know, that it hated me 
« allo? Come PuIIxN Us, let us make 3. 


ä ns effort, turn our ee to our ad- 
1 | \ vantage, 
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which could 


I myſelf follow, I ſhould be happy. 


vice 


* 


torious, or at leaſt 
let us receive with - 


out our offences 
8 
and let us not 


oppoſe our will to 


* 


what comes from the hand 


meri 
| 3 
murmurin 


of God, 


is Adieu, I give you an ad 


wipe 


vantage, make them 
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The foregoing Velter 2255 NN mt 7 pro- 
. duced any others, if it had been elivered to the 
penſon to whom it was directed; but falling 4 
accident into Heloiſe's hands, ob9:- knew 2 

character, ſhe opened it and read it; — 9 
that means, her former paſſion being awakened, 


_ - ſhe immediately ſer berſe to write 10 her h 
band, as follows. & 4 


ee ebe ber 3 hor 
Brother; his ſervant, his child, his wife, 
bis fi aer, and to expreſs all that is humble, 


. reſpectful, and loving, to her Abelard, He- 
Vile writes this. | 


A 


Confolatory letter of yours to a friend, 
happened ſome days ſince to fall into 


1 my hands; my knowledge of the character, 


and my love of the hand, ſoon gave me the 
-. curioſity to open it: in juſtification of the li- 


berty I took, I flattered myſelf I might claim 
a ſovereign privilege over every thing which 
® Domino ſuo, imo patrz conjugi ſao, imo Fatri; ancilla 


ua, imo filia; ipſius uxor, imo foror; Abelarde Heloiſſa, etc. 
| Abel. Oper. 
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came from you: nor was I — to 
break thro” the rules of good breeding, when 
it Was to hear news of | AzzLanr = but how 


delt dd ry curioſty coſt me? What diſtur- 
bance did-it bceaſion? And how was I furs” 


priſed to find the whole letter filled with a 
particular and melancholy account of our mis 
fortunes? 1 met with my name an hundred 


times; Thever ſaw it without fear ʒ ſome heavy 


calamity always followed it: I ſaw yours too 
equally unhappy. Theſe mournful, but dear 
remembrances, put my ſpirĩts into ſuch a vi- 
olent motion, that I thought it was too much 
to offer comfort to a friend, for a few flight” 
difgraces, by ſuch extraordinary means as" 
the repreſentation of our- fufferings and revo- 
lutions. What reflections did 1 not make?” 
J began to conſider the whole afreſh, and 
perceived myſelf preſſed with the ſume weight 
of grief as when we firſt began to de miſer-· 
able. Tho? length of time ought to have 
cloſed up my wounds, yet the ſeeing them 
deſcribed by your hand was ſufficientto make 
them all open and bleed afreſn. Nothing 
can ever blot from my memory what you 
have ſuffered in defence of your writings. I 
cannot help thinking of the rancorous ma- 
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liee of Azsexic and Loruir. A cruel.uncle,. 
and an injured lover, will be always preſent 
tao my aking ſight. I ſhall never forget what 
enemies your learning, and hat envy; your 
glory raiſed againſt you. I; ſhall never for- 
get your reputation, ſo juſtly acquired, torn. 
to pieces, and blaſted by the inexorable cru- 
chy of half. learned pretenders to ſcience. 
Was not your treatiſe of divinity condemned 
to de burnt? Were you not threatened with 
perpetual impriſonment? In vain, you urged. 
in your defence, that your enemies impoſed 
on you opinions quite different from your 
meaning: in vain you condemned thoſe opi- 
nions; all was of no effect towards your Ju- 
ſtiſication ; it was reſolved you ſhould. be a 
heretick. What did not thoſe two falſe pro- 
phets o accuſe. you of, who declaimed ſo ſe- 
verely againſt you before the council of Szxs? 
What ſcandals. were vented on occaſion, of 
=— the name PanAcIETE giyen to your chapel? 
What a ſtorm was raiſed againſt you by the 
treacherous monks, when you did them the | 
| honour to be called their brother? This hi- 
ſtory of our numerous misfortunes, related 
in ſo. true and mering. a n made my 
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heart, bleed within me: my tears, which 1 

could not reſirain, have blotted half your let-; - 
ter; I with they had effaced the Whole, and; 
that I had returned it to you in that condi- 


tion; I ſnhould then have been ſatisfied. witn 


che little time I kept it ; but it was demand- 
ed of me e ſoon. :, D COD ef GT; SG Y . 
4 I muſt confeſs I eee eaſier in my 
mind before L read your letter. Sure all the: , 
misfortunes, of lovers are conveyed to them 
thro' their eyes. Upon reading your letter, 
I felt all mine rene ed. I reproached my- 
(elf, far dung Nees long without venting 


5 enemies geil burns wich dhe — fury. | 

Since length; of time, which diſarms the 
ſtrangeſt hatred, ſeems but. to, agravate. theirs ; 
ſince- it is decreed that your virtue ſhall bes 
perſecuted till it takes refuge in the grave, 
and even beyond that, your aſhes perhaps 
will not be ſuffered to reſt in peace; let me 
always meditate on your ealamities, let me 
nubliſh them thro? all the world, if poſſible; 
value you. I will ſpare no one, ſince no one 
would intereſt himſelf to protect you, and 


your enemies are never Weary of oppre ſſing 
Wag your - 
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Without tears? Shall the dear name be never 
ſpoken but with fighs? Obſerve, I beſeech 
Fou, to what a wretched condition you. have 
reduced me: (ad; ufflicted, without any poſ- 

- "ble comfort, unleſs it proceed from you. 


ſide of the virtuous; and fortune is ſo blind; 
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your innocence. Anleret vy nben de her- 
— * eee e we | 


Be not then unkind, nor deny me, 1 beg of 


vou, that Bttle relief which you only can 


give: Let me have a faithfuf account of all 
that concerns yu. I would know every 


thing, be ĩt ever ſo unfortunate.” Perhaps, by 
mingling my ſighs with yours, 1 may make 
Pour ſufferings leſs; if that obfervarion be 
| ue nn e Aght- 

* pd 1 4 F314 A brat of $5. Bayt! 


' Tzzu-me- not; by way of excuſe; en 


n 40700 54h tears of women ſhut up 
in a melancholy place, and devoted to pe- 
nitence, are not to be ſpared. And if you 


wait for an opportunity to write pleaſant and 
agreeable. things to us; you will delay writ- 
ing too long: proſperity ſeldom chuſes the 


. in which. there HO | 
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but one wiſe and brave man, it is not to be 


expected ſhe-ſhould öngie him out. Wribe 


to eee ee e, e wait nat for 
miraeles they are too ſenrce, aud we too 


much accuſtomed: to misfortunes: to expect 
any happy turn. I ſhall always have this, 


if you pleaſe, and this will be always agree- 
able to me, that when I receive any letters 


from you, I ſhall know you ſtill remember 


me. SENECA, (with whoſe writings you made 
me acquainted) as much a ſtoick as he was, 
ſeemed to be ſo very ſenſible of this kind of 
Pleaſure, that, upon opening any letters from 


Lycuavy, be imagined he felt the ſame de- 
light as when they converſed together 


L hare made it an obſervation ſince our 


abſence, that we are much fonder of the pic- | 


tures of thoſe we love, when they are ata 
reit diſtance, | than when they are near to 
us. It ſeems to me as if the farther thæyare 
removed, their pictures grow the mote fi- 
niſtied, and acquire a greater reſemblance 
atleaſt our imagination, which perpetually 
figures them to us by che deſire we have of 
Keeing them again, makes us think ſo. By 


a peculiar power, love can make that ſcem 


life laſelfy ne n as th Joved object 
FN eit _ 
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1 
dead colours. I have your picture in my 
room, I' fever paſs hyrit without ſtopping to 
lock at it; and yet when you were prefent with 
me, I ſcarce eber caſtmy eyes upon ix: if a pic- 
mite, which is but a mute reprefentation of 
Wan objec can: givs ſuell pleaſure, what can- 

not letters inſpire? They have ſwuls, they 

van ſpeal, they rhave in them dll that Force 
which expreſſds the tranſports of thei heart; 
they Have alle the fire of our paſſions, they 
en raiſe them as much as if the perſons them- 
ſelves were preſent; they have all the ſoft- 


* little canvaſs and 


neſs and delicacy of eech and ſometimes 


a boldneis of rxpreſſionoeveri beyond it. 
WN May ivrite to each other; e 


ee da bed riverfinbicdew as: Betlds 
nt loſe tro negligence, the only happineſs 


hich issleft us and the nl ond perhaps 
 whichrithe:malicel of ourernemies can never 


raviſk fromius. o IE ſhall read that yu are my 


"huſband; and you iſnall ee me addrefoigou 
Mawife. In ſpite of all your mis furtunes, 
5 Wanne hat you pleaſe in: your: ſetter. 
| em were firſt invented fon — 

ae dee EY a 


en nen 5 ſeſſing 
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filing you, 1 mall in ſome 3 compen- 
fate this loſs, by the ſatisfaction I ſhall find 
in your writing. There I ſhall read your 
moſt ſecret thoughts; I ſhall carry them al- 


ways about me; I ſhall kiſs them every mo- 
ment: if you can be capable of any jealou- 


fy, let it be for the fond careſſes I ſhall be- 
ſtow on your letters, and envy only the hap- 
pineſs of thoſe rivals. That writing may be 
no trouble to you, write always to me care- 
lelly, and without ſtudy: I had rather hear 
the dictates of the heart than of the brain. 


ways love me; but that language ought to 


not ſpeak otherwiſe to me, without great vi- 
olence to yourlelf. And ſince, by that me» 
lancholy relation to your friend, you have 
awakened all my ſorrows, it is but reaſon» 


able you ſhould allay them by ſome FHF 
of an inviolable love, 


nocent artifice you made uſe of to comfort 
a perſon in affliction, by comparing his miſ- 
fortune to another- much greater. Charity... 
is ingenious-in finding out ſuch pious artifi- 
ces, and to be commended for uſing them. 
RK. But 
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I cannot live, if you do not tell me you al- 


be ſo natural to you, that I believe you can- 


I do not however reproach you for — in- 


** 


. 3 
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But do you owe nothing more to us than.to 
that friend, be the friendſhip between you 
ever ſo intimate? We are call'd your ſiſters ; 

we call ourſelves your children; and if it 
were poſſible to think of any Apes 
Which could ſignify a dearer relation, or a 
more affectionate regard and mutual obligati- 
oñ between us, we would uſe them: if we could 
de ſo ungrateful as not to ſpeak our juſt ac- 
knowledgments to you, this church, theſe al- 
tars, theſe walls, would reproach our ſilence 
and ſpeak for us. But without leaving it to 
dat, it will be always a pleaſure to me to ſay, 
tat you only are the founder of this houſe; tis 

| wholly your work. You, by inhabiting here, 
have given fame and ſanction to a place, known 
before only for robberies and murders. You 
have in the literal ſenſe made the den of thieves 
a'houſe of prayer. Theſe cloiſters owe nothing 
to publick charities : our walls were not raiſed 
by the uſury of publicans, nor their founda- 
tions laid in baſe extortion. The God whom 
we ſerve ſees nothing but innocent riches, and 
harmleſs votaries whom you have placed 
here. Whatever this young vineyard is, is 
owing all to you; and it is your part to em- 

ploy TOR whole cars to cultivate and im- 

prove 
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prove i: this ought to be one of the princi- 
pal affairs of your life. Tho” our holy re- 
nuneiation, our vows, and our manner of 
life, ſeem to ſecure us from all temptati- 
ons ;.tho” our walls and grates prohibit all ap- 
proaches, yet tis the outſide only, the bark of 
the tree, is. covered from injuries : while the 
ſap of original corruption may imperceptibly 
ſpread within, even to the heart, and prove 
fatal to the moſt promiſing. plantation, un- 
leſs continual care be taken to cultivate and 
ſecure it. Virtue in us is grafted upon na- 
ture and the woman ; the one. is weak, 


the other always changeable. To ian the 


Lord's vine is a work of no little labour; and 


after it is plantcd, it will require great appli- | 


cation and- diligence to manure it. The a- 
poſtle of the Gentiles, as great a labourer as 
he was, ſays, he hath planted, and Apror- 
Los hath watered, but 'tis Gop that gives 
the increaſe; Paul. had planted the goſpel 
among the Cokixrgiaks, by his holy and 
earneſt preaching; Aprorios, a zealous dif- 
ciple of that great maſter, continded to cul- 


tivate it by frequent exhortations; and the 


grace of Cop, which their conſtant prayers 
. — 
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implored for that church, made the auler 
vours of both ſucceſsful. =. 


Tais ought to be an example for your 


conduct towards us. I know you are not 
| Nlothful; yet your labours are not directed 
to us: your cares are waſted upon a ſet of 


men whoſe thoughts are only earthly, and 
you refuſe to reach out your hand to ſupport 


- thoſe who are weak and ſtaggering, in their 
way to heaven, and who with all their en- 
. deavours can ſcarcely preſerve themſelves 
| Tom falling, You fling the pearls of the 
© © goſpel before ſwine, hen you ſpeak to thoſe 
Who are filled with the good things of this 
world, and nouriſhed with the fatneſs of the 


earth; and you neglect the innocent ſheep, 
who, tender as they are, would yet follow 
you thro? deſarts and mountains. Why are 


ſuch pains thrown away upon the ungrateful, 
while not a thought is beſtowed upon your 


Children, whoſe ſouls would be fill'd with a 
ſenſe of your goodneſs? But why ſhould I 


intreat you in the hame of your children ? 
Is it poſlible ] £014 fear obtaining any thing 


ot You, when I aſk it in my own name? And 
muſt I uſe any other prayers than my own, 
to prevail upon you? ? The St. Ausrixs, TER- 
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TULLIans and IERoUESs, have wrote: to the 
Evupoxas, Pavias and:MELanias; and can 
you read thoſe names, though of ſaints, and 
not remember-mine ? Can it be criminal for 
you to imitate St. IæRoMx, and diſcourſe with 
me concerning the ſcripture ; or TexTULLIANg 
and preach mortification; or St. Aus rix, 
and explain to me the nature of grace? Why 
ſhould I only reap no advantage from your 
learning? When you write to me, you will 
write to your wife. Marriage has wes ſuch 
a-correſpondence lawful ; and ſince you can, 


without giving the leaſt ſcandal, ſatisfſy me, 


why will you not? I am not only engaged 
by my vows, which might poſſibly be ſomes 
times neglected; but I have a barbarous 


uncle, whoſe inhumanity is a ſecurity againſt 


any criminal deſire, which tenderneſs and the 
remembrance of our paſt enjoyments might 
inſpire. There is nothing that can cauſe you 
any fear; you need not fly to conquer. You 
may ſee me, hear my ſighs, and be a witneſs 
of all my ſorrows, without incurring any 
danger, ſince you can only relieve me with 


tears and words. If I have put myſelf into 


A cloiſter with reaſon, perſwade me to con- 


= in it with devotion : you have been the 
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decaſion of all my misfortune; you there- 

fore muſt be the ngen aeg e ae | 
fort. 

Vo cannot but Wee (for what 40 | 
not lovers remember?) with what pleaſure ! 
have paſſed whole days in hearing you diſ- i 
courſe; How; when you were abſent,” I ſhut i=l 
myſelf from every one to write to you; how ill 

uneaſy I was, till my letter had come to your 

hands; what artful management it required 
to engage eonfidents. This detail perhaps 
ſurpriſes you, and you are in pain for what 

ill follow but 1 am no longer aſhamed, 

- that my paſſion has had no bounds for you; for 
I have done more than all this, I have hated 
myſelf that I might love you; I came hither 
to ruin myſelf in a perpetual impriſonment, 
that I might make you live quiet and ea- 
- ſy. Nothing but virtue, join'd to a love 
— diſengaged from the commerce of 
"the ſenſes, could have produced ſuch effects. 
Vice never inſpires any thing like this, it is 
too much enſlaved to the' body. When we 
love pleaſures, we love the living and not the 
dead. We leave off burning with deſire for 

thoſe who can no longer burn for us. This 
was my cruel. uncle's notion; he meaſured 


my 


7 ©. 


Hfe. If formerly my affection for you was 
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my virtue by the frailty of my ſex, and thought 


it was the man, and not the perſon, I loved. 
But he has been guilty to no purpoſe. I love 
you more than ever, and to revenge myſelf 


of him, I. will ſtill love you with all the ten- 


derneſs of my ſoul till the laſt moment of my 


not ſo pure, if in thoſe days the mind and the 
body ſhared in the pleaſure of loving you, I 
often told you even then, that T was more 


pleaſed with poſſeſſing your heart, than with 


any other happineſs, and the man was the 
thing J traſt valued in you. | 


Vo cannot but be entirely perſuaded * N 


this, by the extreme unwillingneſs } ſhewed 
to marry you: tho? I knew that the name of 
wife was honourable in the world, and holy 
in religion, yet the name of your miſtreſs had 

ter charms, becauſe it was more free. 
The bonds of matrimony, however honour- 
able, ſtill bear with them a neceſſary engage» 
ment. And I was very unwilling to be ne- 
ceſlitated to love always a man who perhaps 
would not always love me. I deſpiſed the 
name of wife, that I might live happy with 
that of miſtreſs : and I find by your letter to 
your friend, you have not forgot that delica- 
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ey of paſſian in a woman who always loved 
vou with the utmoſt tenderneſs; and yet 
wiſhed: to love you more. Lou have very 
Juſtly obſerved in your letter, that eſteemed 
thoſe publick engagements inſipid, which 
form alliances only to be diſſolved by death, 
and which put life and love under the ſame un- 
happy neceſſity. But you have not added how 
often I have made proteſtations, that it wag 
infinitely. preferable to me to live with Azz» 
LARD as his miſtreſs, than with any other as 
empreſs of the world, and that I was more 
happy in obeying you, than Lſhould have been 
in lawfully captivating the lord of the uni- 
verſe. Riches and pomp are not the charms 
of love. True tenderneſs makes us ſeparate 
the lover from all that is external to him, 
and ſetting aſide his quality, fortune and em- 
ployments, conſider him ſingly by himſelf. 
Tis not love, but the deſire of riches 2nd 


. honour, which - makes women run into the 


embraces of an indolent huſband. - Ambition, 
not affection, forms ſuch marriages. I be- 
lieve indeed they may be followed with ſome 
bhonours and advantages; but I can never 

think that this is the way to enjoy the plea+ 

ſures of an: affectionate union, nor to feel 
7 W.. | thoſe 
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thoſe ſecret and charming emotions of hearts. 
that have long ſtrove to be united. Theſe 
martyrs of marriage pine always for larger 
fortunes, which/ they think they have loſt. 
The wife ſees huſbands richer than her own, 
and the huſband wives better portioned than 
his. Their intereſted vows occaſion regret,. 
and regret produces hatred. They ſoon part, 
or always deſire it. This reſtleſs and torment - 
ing paſſion puniſhes them, for aiming at other 
advantages by love than love itſelf. 2 
Ip. there is any thing which may props 


be called happineſs here below, Lam perſuade”. Hy 


ed it is in the union of two perſons who- 
love each other with perfect liberty, who are: 
united by a ſecret inclination, and ſatisfied: 
with each other's merit: their hearts are full, 
and leave no vacancy for any. other paſſion 3 
they enjoy etual. rn gh becaulq- 
they enjoy content. 

Ir I could believe you as truly fade] 
of my merit as I am. of yours, I might ſay: 
there has been a time when we were ſuch a 
pair. Alas 1 How was it poſſible 1 ſhould 
not be certain of your merit? If I could 
ever have doubted it, the univerfal eſteem. 
would have made me determine in your 


| favour 
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What county "what tity b Bas not 
deſired your preſence? Could you ever retire 
düt you drew the eyes and hearts of all after 

b vou? Did not every one rejoice in having 

ſeen you? Even women, breaking chro' the 

laws of decorum which cuſtom had impoſed' 
upon them, ſhewed'tmagiteNtly they felt ſome- 

' thing more for you than eſteem. 1 have 

known fome who have been profuſe in their 
_ huſbands praiſes, who have yet envied my hap- 
pineſs, and given ſtrong Intimations, they 
could have refuſed you. nothing. But what 

oculd reſiſt you? Vor reputation, which ſo 
much foothed the vanity of our ſex; your 

_ air, your manner; that life in your eyes 

which fo adinirably expreſſed the vivacity of 

your mind; your converſation, with that caſe 
and elegance, which gave every thing you 
ſpoke ſuch᷑ an agreeable and inſinuating turn; 
in ſhort, every thing ſpoke for you: very 
Kfforent from ſome mere ſcholars, who, with 
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Keep up an ordinary converſation ; and with 
all their wit, cannot win the affeions of 


emſelves. ER 
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all their learning, have not the capacity to 


women, who have a much leſs ſhare than 
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Wirn what eaſe did you compoſe. verſes 2, 
and yet thoſe ingenious trifles, which were, 
but a recreation after your more ſerious ſtu-; 
dies, are till the entertainment and delight. 
of perſons of the beſt taſte. The ſmalleſt: 
ſong, nay the leaſt ſketch of any thing: vou 
made for me, had a thouſand. beauties ca - 
pable of making it laſt as long as there are 
love or lovers in the world. Thus thoſe 
ſongs will be ſung in honour of other women. 
which you deſigned only for me; and;thoſe: 
tender and natural expreſſions which ſpakey 
your love, will help others to explain their 
paſſion, with much more advantage than what 


they themſelves are capable of. * . J 


War rivals did your gallantries of this 
kind occaſion me? How many ladies aig, 
claim to them? IT was a tribute their ſelf. love 
paid to their beauty. How many have 1 ſeen, 
with ſighs declare their paſſion for you, when, 
after ſome common viſit you! had made them, 


they chanced to be con plemented for the 


SyrviA of your poems: others in deſpair and 
envy have reproached me, that I had no 
charms but what your wit beſtowed on me, 


nor in any thing the advantage over them, 
but e beloved by you. Can you believe 


me, 


* 
C 3, 
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me; if I tell you, that, dtyithlianding the 
__ - vanityof my ſex, I thought my ſelf peculiarly 
| Happy in having a lover to whom I was obli- 
gel for my charms; and took a ſecret pleaſure 
in being admired by a man, who, when he 
pleaſed, could raiſe his miſtreſs to the character 
of a goddeſs? Pleaſed with your glory only» 
IT read with delight all thoſe praiſes you offered 
me, and without reflecting how little I deſerv- 
ed, I believed myſelf ſuch as you deſcribed 
me, that 1 might be more certain I pal 
Jou. 6 oO? 3 |, 
Bor oh! where 3 is Fo bash time fled? 
no lament my lover, and of all my joys 
adere remains nothing, but the painful remem- 
bPrance that * they are paſt,” Now learn, 
all you my rivals! who once viewed my happi- 
eſs with ſuch jealous eyes, that he you once 
-envied me, can never more be yours or mine.' 
I loved him; my love was his crime and the 
" cauſe of his puniſhment. My beauty once 
charmed him: pleaſed with each other, we 
paſſed our brighteſt days in tranquility and 
happineſs. If that was a crime, tis a crime 
I am yet fond of, and I have no other regret, 
than that, againſt my will, I muſt neceſſarily be 
| Linocent. But what do I ſay? my misfor- 
COM | tune 
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tune was to have cruel relations, whoſe ma- 
lice diſturbed the calm we enjoyed: had they HY 
been capable of the returns of reaſon, I had WY 
now been happy in the enjoyment of my dear . 
huſband. Oh! How cruel were they when 

their blind fury urged a villain to ſurpriſe you 

in your ſleep! where was I? where was your 
Heros then? what joy ſhould I have had 

in defending my lover? I would have guarded 

you from violence, tho' at the expence of 

my life; my cries and ſhrieks alone would 

have ſtopped the hand —— Oh! Whither does 

the exceſs of paſſion hurry me? here love is 
ſhocked, and modeſty joined with Deſpair, _ Mi 
deprive me of words: tis eloquence to be ſi x JM 

lent, where no expreſſions can reach the . | 24 
9 of the mis fortune. 

Bur tell me whence proceeds your neglect 
of me ſince my being profeſſed: ? you know 
nothing moved me to it but your diſgrace, 
nor. did I give any conſent but yours. Let 
me hear what is the occaſion of your coldneſs, | 
or give me leave to tell you now my opinion. 
Was it not the ſole view of pleaſure which 
engaged you to me? And has not my tender- 
neſs, by leaving you nothing to wiſh for, ex- 
— your deſires? Wretched HzLo1sz: 1 

L 
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vou could pleaſe, when you wiſhed:to avoid 
BY it: you merited incenſe, when yon could re» 
move to a diſtance the hand that offered it, 
| - But ſince your heart has been ſoftened, and 
nas yielded; ſince you :have devoted and 
fſteacrificed yourſelf, you are deſerted and for- 
gotten, Iam convinced, by a ſad experience, 
that it is natural to avoid thoſe to whom we 
bave been too much obliged; and that un- 
dommon generoſity produces neglett rather 
| than acknowledgment, My heart ſurrendred 
too ſoon, to gain the eſteem of the conqueror; 
Vdu took it without difficulty, and give it up 
- as eaſily. But, ungrateful as you are! I will 
never conſent to it. And tho in this place 1 
"ought nat to retain a wiſh of my own, yet 
T have ever ſecretly preſerved the deſire of 
being beloved by you. When I pronounced 
my ſad vow, I then had about me your laſt 
letters, in which you proteſted you would be 
-Wwholly mine, and would never live but to love 
ame. *Tis to you therefore I have offered 
myſelf; you had my heart, and I had yours; 
do not demand any thing back: you muſt 
bear with my paſſion, as a thing which a 
right cee, to you, and from whighy 
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Aras nee miyt is it to talk at this rate? 


T ſee nothing here but marks of the Deity, - 


and I ſpeak of nothing but man! You have 

been the cruel oecaſion of this by your con- 
duct: unfaithful man!] ought you at once to 
break off loving: me? Why did you not de- 
ceive me for a while, rather than immediate - 

y abandom me? If you had given me at 
leaſt but ſome faint ſigns even of a dying 
paſſion, I myſelf had favoured the decep- 
tion. But in vain would J flatter myſelf 
that you could be conſtant ; you have left 
me no colour of making your excuſe. I ant 
earneſtly» deſirous to ſee you, but if that be 
impoſſible, I will content myſelf with a few 
lines from your hand. Is it ſo hard for one 
who loves, to write? I aſl for none of your 
letters filled with learning, and writ for your 
reputation: All I deſire is ſuch letters as the 
heart dictates, and whick the hand can ſcarce 


write faſt enough. How did I deceive my 


ſelf with the hopes that you would be wholly. 
mine, when I took. the veil, and engaged 
myſelf to live for ever under your laws? For 
in being profeſſec,. I vowed no more than to 


be yours only, and I obligedmyſelf voluntat 


4 to a confinement in which you deſired to 
| L2 place 
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7 * me. Death only then can make me 


leave the place where you have fixed me: 
and then too my aſhes ſhall reſt here, and 


Wait for yours, in order to ſhew my obedience 


and devotedneſs to you, to the Nau mo- 


ment poſſible. * 


War ſhould I conceal from you the ſeeret 
of my call? you know it was -neither zeal 


; vor devotion which led me to the eloiſter. 


Your conſcience is too faithful a witneſs to 


permit you to diſown it. Yet here I am, and 


here I will remain; to this place an unfortu- 
nate love and my cruel relations have con- 
demned me. But if you do not continue your 
concern for me, if I loſe your affection, what 
have I gained by my impriſonment ? What 
recompenſe. can I hope for? The unhappy 
conſequences of a criminal conduct, and your 
diſgraces, have put on me this habit of cha- 
ity, and not the ſincere deſire of being truly 


penitent. Thus I ſtrive and labour in vain, 
Among thoſe who are wedded to Gov, 1 ſerve 


a man: among the heroic ſupporters of the 
croſs, I am a poor ſlave to a human paſſion z 
at the head of a religious community, I am, 


devoted to AnzLARD only. What a prodigy 


am * 6 me, O Loi: does thy 
It 4 grace 
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G or my own defpatr draw theſe words 
from me? I am ſenſible, I am, in the temple 


of chaſtity, covered only with the aſhes of | 


that-fire which hath conſumed us. I am here, 


I-confeſs, a ſinner, but one who, far from 


weeping. for her ſins, weeps only for her lo- 
ver 3 far from abhorring her crimes, endea- 


vours only to add to them; and who, with a 


weakneſs unbecoming the ſtate I am in, pleaſe 
myſelf continually with the remembrance of 
paſt actions, when it is impoſſible to renew 


emo 


- Goop Gov! what i is all this? I re _ | 


myſclf for my own faults, I accuſe you for 
yours, and to what purpoſe? Veiled as I 


am, behold in what a diſorder you have plun- 


ged mel how difficult is it to fight always for 
duty againſt inclination ?, ? I know what. obli- 
gations this veil lays. on me, but I feel more 
ſtrongly what power. a long habitual paſſion 
has over my heart. I am conquered by my 
inclination. My love troubles my mind, and 
diforders my will. Sometimes I am Raped 


by the ſentiments of piety, which ariſe in me, 
and the next moment I yield 1 up my imagina- 


tion to all that is amorous and tender. I tell 
you ao what] 1 would Bot have ſaid to you 
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2 had folded to love. ye 10 
more: I Ceed ren I had made a vow, taken 
the veil, and am as it were dead and buried ; 


Ke wherr HG une spin Roi the bötworn 


of my heart a paſſion which triumphs over all 
theſe notions, and darkens all my reaſon-and 
devotion. You reign in" ſuch inward retreats - 
of my ſoul, that I know not where to attack 
you : when I endeavour to break thoſe chains 
by which I am bound to you, I only deceive 
myſelf, and all the efforts I am able to make 
ſerve but to bind them the fafter. Oh, for 
pity's ſake! help a vretch to renounce her 
deſites, herſelf, and if it were poſſible even 


I to renounce yon] If you are a lover; à fa. 


ther, help a miſtreſs, comfort a child! Theſe 
tender names, cannot they move you? Yield | 
either to pity or love: If you gratify my re- 
queſts 1 ſhall continue religious without long 


ct 'ptofaning my calling,” 1 am ready to 


bundle myſelf with you to the wonderful 
providence of Gop, who does all things for 


| Ut | that is vicious and corrupt” in the prim. 
| ciple, and by the inconcetvable' riches of his 
| merey draws us to himſelf againſt our wiſhes, 
and I degrees opens our eyes to diſcern the 
greatneſs 


our Tandtiication, who by his grace putifies 


*. 


greatneſs of his boumy, which. at firſt we. 


would not underſtand, - 


_ I thought to end my ee e bu nay © 


I am eomplaining againſt you, I muſtunloa$ 
my heart, and tell you all its jealouſies and 


reproaches. Indeed I thought it ſomething; 


hard that when we had both engaged to con» = 


ſecrate ourſelves to heaven, you ſhould: inſiſt 


upon my doing it firſt. Does ABELAND then, 


ſaid I, ſuſpect he ſhall fee renew'd in me the 


example of Lor's wife, who could not for- 
bear looking back when ſhe left Soon? IF 


my youth and ſex might give occaſion of fear, 


chat 1 ſhould return to the world; eould not 
my behaviour, my fidelity, and this heart 
Which you ought to know, could not theſe 
baniſh ſuch ungenerous apprehenſions? This 
diſtruſtful foreſight touch'd me ſenſibly. I 


ebuld rely upon my bare word, and does he 
now want vows: to ſecure himſelf of me? 
What occaſion. have I given him in the whole 
courſe of my life to admũt the leaſt ſuſpicion? 
could met him at all his aſſignations, and 
| Would 1 decline following bim to the ſeats of 


holitiefs 2 I ho have not refuſed to be a vic- 1 


em of pleaſure to gratify him, can he think 


4 l , 
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faid to myſelf, there was a time when he 


128 Herorex t to AzzLanp. | 


E. 4 nid refuſe to be 2 ſacrifice of ho to 
obey him? Has vice ſuch charms to well · born 
ſouls e and when we have once drank of the 
cup of ſinners, is it with ſuch difficulty that 
Ve take the chalice of ſaints? Or did you be- 
| lieve yourſelf a greater maſter to teach vice 
chan virtue, or did you think it was more 
eaſy to perſuade me to the firſt than the latter? 
No: this ſuſpicion-would be injurious to both, 
Virtue is too amiable not 10 be embraced, 
hen you reveal her charms; and vice too 
hideous not to be avoided, when you ſhew her | 
deformities. Nay, when you pleaſe, any thing 
ſeems lovely to me, and nothing is frightful 
odr difficult when you are by. I am only 

weak when I am alone, and unſupported by 
you, and therefore it depends on you alone, 
k that i may be ſuch 28 you deſire. F I wiſh to 
heaven you had not ſuch a power over me, 
If you had any occaſion to fear, you would 
de leſs negligent. But what is there for you tg 
fear ?. I have done too much, and now have 
nothing more to do, but to triumph over your 
ingratitude. When we lived happy together, 
vou might have made it a doubt whether 
pleaſure or affection united me more to you; 
but the place R I write to yon, 
4 * 
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muſt how have entirely taken away that doubt. 
Even here I love you as much as ever 1 id 
in the world. If I had loved pleaſures, could 
I not yet have found means to have gratified 
myſelf? I was not above twenty two years old: 
and there were other men left, tho? I was 
deprived of AE TA RD: and yet did I not bury: 
myſelf alive in a nunnery, and triumph over 
love, at an age capable of enjoying it in its full 
latitude? Tis to you I ſacrifice theſe remains 


of a tranſitory beauty, theſe widowed nights 


and tedious. days, which 1 paſs without ſeeing 
you ; and ſince you cannot poſſeſs them, 14 
take them from you to offer them to heaven, 


and to make, alas! but a ſecondary oblation 


of my heart, my days, and my life ! 

1 am ſenſible I have dwelt. too · long on this 
hands J ought to. ſpeak leſs to you of your 
misfortunes, and of my own ſufferings for 
love of you, We tarniſh the luſtre of our 
moſt beautiful actions, when we applaud them 
ourſelves. This is true, and yet there is a 
time when we may with decency commend 
ourſelves; when we have to do with thoſe 
whom. baſe ingratitude has ſtupified, we. can · 
not too much praiſe our own. good actions. 
Now if you were of this ſort of men, this. 
would 


3 changing my habit: my heart is not hardened 


i * Herorsz tookadtans:! 


would be s home reflection on you: Tereſolure 
2 Lam, 1 ſtill love you, and yet I muſt hope 

for nothing. I have rendunced life, and 
Arripp'd myſelf of every thing, but I find I 
neither have nor can renounce my Axx L4RD 5 
' tho? Thave loſt my lover,:I Mill preſerve my 
love. © vows! O eonvent!” I have not loſt 
my humanity under your inexorable diſci- 
pline! you have not made mie. marble by 


by my impriſonment; I am ſtill ſenſible to 
What has touched me, tho? alas I ought not 
permit a lover to exhort me to live in obe- 
dience to your rigorous rules. Your yoke will 
de lighter, if that hand ſupport me under it; 
| Four exerciſes will be amiable, if he ſhews 
me their advantage. Retirement, Solitude! 
you will not appear terrible, if I may but ſtill 
know I have any place in his memory. A 
heart which has been ſo ſenſibly affected as 
mine, cannot ſoon be indifferent.” We fluctuate 
arrwe at à happy tranquillity, and we always 
flatter ourſelves with ſome diſtant hope, that: 
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Ire, , I conjure you by the 
chains I bear here, to eaſe the weight of them, 


and make them as agreeable as I wiſh they 


were to me: teach me the maxims of divine 
love. Since you have forſaken me; I glory 
in being wedded to heaven. My heart adores 
that title, and diſdains any other: tell me 
how this divine love is nouriſhed, how it o- 


perates, and purifies itſelE When we were 


toſs'd in the ocean of the world, we could 
hear of nothing but your verſes, which publiſh» 
ed every where our joys and our pleaſures, 


Now we are in the haven of grace, is it not fit 


you ſhould diſcourſe to me of this happineſs, 
andteach meevery thing which might improve 


and heighten it? Shew me the ſame com- 


plaiſance in my preſent condition, as you did 


when we were in the world. Without chang- 
ing the ardour of our affections, let us change 


their object; let us leave our ſongs, and ſing 
Hymns ; let us lift up our hearts to Gov, and 
have no tranſports but for his glory. 
I expect this from you as a thing you cans. 
not refuſe me. Gop has a peculiar right 
over the hearts of great men, which he has 


created. When he pleaſes to touch them, 5 


w raviſhes _ and lets them not ſpeak 
nor 


/ 


1 [32 Hxrorsz to ABBLARD. 

nor breathe but for bis glory: till that moment 
of grace arrives, O think of me—— do 
not forget me remember my love, my fide- 
 lity, my conſtancy ; love me as your miſtreſs, 
cheriſm me as your child, your ſiſter, your 
wife. Conſider that I ſtill love you, and yet 
ſtrive to avoid loving you. What a word, 
what a deſign is this ! 1 ſhake with horror, 
und my heart tevolts againſt what I ſay. I 
Mall blot all my paper with tears---I end my 
long letter, wiſhing you, if you can deſire it, 
(would to heaven I could) for ever adieu. 


LETTER 


2 


C 


Abelard had /uffere 
.. 'nated him to-the abbey of St. Gildas, and, by this 
_ benefattion and mark of his eſteem, engaged bim 

to paſs the reſt of his days in his dominiont. He 
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That the reader may make a right judgment on th 
Following letter, it is proper he ſhould be inform- 
ed of the condition Abelard was in when he wrote 
it. The Dute of Brittany, whoſe ſubjet he was, 
born, jealous of the glory of France, which-then 
 ingraſſed all the moſt famous ſcholars f Europe, 


and being beſides er with the perſecution 


from his enemies, had nomts 


received this favour with great joy, imagining 
that, by leaving France, he ſhould loſe his paſſion, 


and gain 4 neu turn of mind upon entering into 


his new dignity. The abbey of St. Gildas is ſeats 


ed upon a rock, which the ſea beats with its waves, 


Abelard, who had laid on himſelf the neceſſity of 


vanquiſbing a paſſion which abſence had in a great 
meaſure weakened, endeavoured in this ſolitude to 


extinguiſh the remains of it by his tears. BU 


upon his receiving the foregoing letter, he could, 
not reſiſt ſo powerful an attack, but proves as weak * 


and as much to be pity'd as Heloiſe: *tis not then 


2 maſter or director that ſpeaks to her, but a max _ 


who had loved her, and loves her ſtill: and under. 


this. character we are 10 conſider Abelard when he 
wrote the following letter. If he ſeems by ſome 
poſſages in it to have begun to feel the motions of 
divine grace, they appear as yet to be only by ſtarts," 
and without any * 
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— I ©) U L D lafe dach Nb a letter not 
4 written to, yourſelf could have fallen into 
125 hands, I had been more cautious not to 

Have inſerted any thing in it which might a- 

0 Waken the memory, of our paſt misfortunes. I 

| deſeribed with boldneſs the ſeries of my diſ- 

| | prices to a friend, in order to make him leſs 
Fenſddle of a loſs he had ſuſtain'd.” If by this 
_ * well-meaning artifice I have diſturbed. you, I 
purpoſe here to dry up thoſe tears whieh the 

. Jad: deſcription occaſioned you to ſhed : L in- 

tend to mix my grief with yours, and pour 

_ out. my heart before you; in. ſhort, to lay 


= ww uyMtytc< = == 


— 


open defore your eyes all my trouble, and 
the ſecret of my ſoul, which my vanity has 
hitherto made me conceal from the reſt of 
the World, and which you now force. from 
me, Wen of . reſ olutions to he wog 
tary: . 

Ir is true that, in a ente of a afitions 
which had befallen us, and obſerving that 
no change of our condition was to be ex- 
pected; that thoſe proſperous Bo which 

_ had" ſeduced us were now paſt, and there 
remained nothing but to eraze out of our 
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femerübrance of them, I had'wiſhed to find 
in philoſophy and religion a remedy for. my 
diſgrace : I ſearch'd out an As vl uu to ſecure. 
me from love. I was come to the ſad experi- 


ment of making vows to Harden my heart. | 


But what have I gain'd by this? If my paſſion - 
has been put under a reſttaint, my ideas yet 
remain. I promiſe myſelf that I will forget 
you, and yet cannot think of it without loving 
you ; and am pleaſed with that thought. My 
love is not. at all weaken'd by thoſe reflexions 
I make in order to free myſelf. The ſilence 
I am ſurrounded with makes me more ſenſible 
to its impreſſions, and while I am unemploy'd 
with any other things, this makes itſelf the 
buſineſs of my whole vacation : ?Till after 
a multitude of uſeleſs endeavours I begin to 
perſuade myſelf, that tis a ſuperfluous trouble 
to ſtrive to free myſelf; and that it is wiſdom 


ſufficient if I can conceal, from every one but 
you, my confuſion and weakneſs, 
I remove to a diſtance from your perſong 


with an intention of avoiding you as an e- 
nemy; and yet I inceſſantly ſeck for you. in 
my mind: I recall your image in my memory; 
_ in ſuch different diſquietudes I betray and 

M2 contra- 
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contradict myſelf. I hate you; 1 loye y 
ſhame preſſes me on all ſides: I am at this 
moment afraid leaſt I ſhould, ſeem more in- 
different than you are, and yet I am aſhamed 
to diſcover my trouble. How weak are we 
in durſelves, if we do not ſupport ourſelves on 
the croſs of CnRIST ! Shall \ we have ſo little 
courage, and ſhall that uncertainty your heart 


Iabours with, of ſerving two maſters, affect 
mine too? You ſee. the confuſion T am in, 


What I blame myſelf for, and what I ſuffer. 
Religion commands me to purſue virtue, ſince 
I have nothing to hope for from love. But 
love ftill preſerves its dominion in my fan- 
cy, and entertains itſelf with paſt pleaſures. 
Memory ſupplies the place of a miſtreſs. 
Piety and duty are not always the fruits "of 
retirement: even in deſarts, when the dew 
of heaven falls not on us, we love what we | 
ought no longer to love. The paſſions, ſtirred 
up by ſolitude, fill thoſe regions of death and 
ſilence; and it is very ſeldom that what ought 
to be, is truly followed there, and that Gop > 
only is loved and ſerved. Had I always had 
{uch notions as theſe, Lihad inſtr ucted you 
1 better. You call me your nde x; * true, 
* | 4 0 | you” 
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you were intruſted to my care. I ſaw you, I 
was earneſt to teach you vain ſeiences; it 
coſt you your innocence, and me my liberty. 4 
Your uncle, who was fond of you, became 
therefore my enemy, and revenged himſelf 
on me. If now having loſt the power of 
latisfying my paſſion, I had loſt too that of lov- 
ing you, I ſhould have ſome conſolation. My 
enemies would have given me that tranquillity, 


which OxloEx purchaſed by a crime : How 
miſerable. am 1! my misfortune does not 


looſe my chains, my paſſion grows furious 
by impotence, and that deſire I till. have for 
you. amidſt all my diſgraces, makes me more 

| unhappy than the misfortune itſelf. I find 
: myſelf much more guilty in my thoughts of 
4 
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you, even amidſt my tears, than in poſſeſſing 
yourſelf when I was in full liberty, L n- 
tinually think of you, I. continually call to 
| mind that day when you beſtowed. on me the 
firſt marks of your tenderneſs. In this con- 
dition, O Loy! if I run to proſtrate myſelf 
before thy altars, if I beſeech thee to pity 
me, why does not the pure flame of thy ſpi- 
rit eonſume the ſacrifice that is offered to thee? 
Cannot this habit of penitence which I wear, 
* Intereſt heaven to treat me more favourably ? 
77 . . M3 But 
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But that is ſtill inexorable, becauſe my paſſion 
mill lives in me; the fire is only covered over 
with deceitful aſhes, and cannot beextinguiſh- 
ed but by extraordinary grace. We deceive 
men, but nothing is hid from Gop. 
/- Yovtell me, that tis for me you live under 
hat veil which covers you; why do you pro- 
fane your vocation with ſuch words? Why 
provoke a jealous Gop by ablaſphemy? I hop- 
ed, after · our ſeparation, you would have 
* changed your ſentiments ; I hoped too, that 
Go would have delivered me from the tu- 
mult of my ſenſes, and that eontrariety which 


reigns in my heart. We commonly die to 
the affections of thoſe whom we ſee no more, 


and they to ours: abſence is the tomb of 


__ ove. But to me abſence is an unquiet re- 


- -membrance of what I once loved, which con- 


-. Ginvally: torments me. I flattered myſelf that 
When I ſhould fee you no more, you would 
only reſt in my memory, without giving any 
trouble to my mind; that Br1tTTany and the 
fea. would inſpire other thoughts; that my 
faſts and ſtudies would by degrees eraze you 
out of my heart; but in ſpite of ſevere faſts 
and redoubled ſtudies, in ſpite of the diſtance 


of three hundred miles which ſeparates us, 
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my reſolutions. | 
War means have I not uſed? . I pate 


armed my. own hands againſt myfelf; J have 
exhauſted my ſtrength in conſtant exerciſes; IL 
comment upon St. Paul; I diſpute with A- 
ARISTOTLE; in ſhort, I do al I uſed. to do bes 
fore I lov'd you, but all in vain ; nothing 


can be ſucceſsful that oppoſes you. Oh do 


not add to my miſeries by your conſtancy. 


forget, if you can, yqur favours, and that 
right which they claun.over me; permit me 
to be indifferent. I envy their happineſs who 


have never loved; how quiet and eaſy ares 


they ! but the tide of pleaſures has always a 
reflux of bitterneſs: I am but too much con- 
vinced now of this; but tho? I am no longer 
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your ime; ſuch as you deſcribe yourſelf in 
your veil, appears to me, and wee all | 
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deceived by love, I am not cured. While my 9 


reaſon condemus it, my heart deelares for it. 
I am deplorable, that I have not the ability to 


free myſelf from a paſſion which ſo many cir- 


cumſtances, this place, my perſon, and my diſ. 


graces, tend to deſtroy. I yield, without con- 


Adering that a reſiſtance would wipe out my 


paſt offences, and would procure me, in their 
Kead, merit and repoſe. Why ſhould you 


. . i LU 
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| uſe eloquence to . me for my fight, 
and for my ſilence? Spare the recital of our 


= aſſignations, and your conſtant exactneſs to 
them; without calling up ſuch diſturbing 


thoughts, I have enough to ſuffer, What 
great advantages would philoſophy give us 
over other men, if by ſtudying ĩt we could learn 
to govern our paſſions? But how humbled 
ought we to be when we cannot maſter them? 
What efforts, what relapſes, what agitations 
do we undergo? And how long are we toſt 
in this confuſion, unable to exert our reaſon, 
to poſſeſs our ſouls, or to rule our affections? 
© Waar a troubleſome employment is love! 
and how valuable is virtue, even upon conſi- 
deration of our own eaſe! recolle& your ex- 
- travagancies of paſſion, gueſs at my diſtrac- 
tions; number up our cares, if poſſible, our 


griefs, and our inquietudes; throw theſe things 


out of the account, and let love have all its 
remaining ſoftneſs and pleaſure: How little 
is that? And yet for ſuch ſhadows of enjoy- 
ments which at firſt appeared to us, are we 


ſo weak, our whole lives, that we cannot now + 


help writing to each other, covered as we 
are with ſackcloth and aſhes.” How much 


happier ſhould we be, if by our humiliation | 
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and tears we could make our repentance ſure! 
The love of pleaſure is not eradicated out of | 
the ſoul, but by extraordinary efforts ; it has 
ſo powerful a party in our breaſts, that we 
f nad it difficult to condemn it ourſelves. What 
4 abhorrence can I be ſaid to have of my ſins, 
if the objects of them are always amiable to 
me? How can I ſeparate from the perſon 1 
love, the paſſion I muſt deteſt ? Will the tears 
I ſhed be ſufficient to render it odious to me? 
I know not how it happens, there is always 
a pleaſure in weeping for a beloved object. 
"Tis difficult in our ſorrow to diſtinguiſh peni- 
"tence from love. The memory of the crime, 
and the memory of the object which has 
charmed us, are too nearly related to be im- 
mediately ſeparated. And the love of Gop 
in its beginning, does not. wholly n 
the love of che ereature. 

Bur what excuſes could I not find i in you, 
if the erime were excuſable? Unprofitable 
honour, troubleſome riches, could never tempt 
me; but thoſe charms, that beauty, that 
air, which I yet behold at this inſtant, have 
occaſioned my fall. Your looks were the 
beginning of my guilt ; your eyes, your diff 
WEE, pierced my heart ; and in ſpite of that 
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ambition and glory which filled i it, anColſcjed 


to make a defence, love ſoon made itſelf 
maſter. *Gop, in order to puniſh me, forſook 


me. His providence permitted thoſe con- 
ſequences which have ſince happened. You 
are no longer of the world; you have re- 
nounced it: I am a religious, devoted to ſo- 
litude; ſhall we make no advantage of our 
Senden ? Would you deſtroy my piety in 
its infant ſtate? Would you have me forſake 
the convent into which I am but newly en- 
tered? Muſt I renounce my vows? I have 
made them in the preſence of Gop; whither 
ſhall 1 fly from his wrath, if 1 violate theta? 
Suffer me to ſeek for eaſe in my duty : how 
difficult is it to procure that!. I paſs whole 
days and nights alone in this cloiſter, with- 
out cloſing my eyes. My love burns fiercer, 
amidſt the happy indifference of thoſe who 
ſurround me, and my heart is at once pierced 
with your ſorrows andiits own. Oh! what a 


loſs have I ſuſtained, when I conſider your 


conſtancy! what pleaſures have I miſſed: en- 
zoying! I ought not to confeſs this weaknels 
to you; I am ſenſible I commit a fault: if 
I could have ſhewed more firmneſs of mind, 
I ſhould perhaps have provoked your reſent- 
ä | ment 


x 


— - 2 ne 


* * 


ment againſt me, and your anger might work 
that effect in you which, your. virtue could 


not. If in the world L publiſhed my weakneſs n 


by verſes and love- ſongs, ought not the dati 


cells of this houſe to conceal that weakneſs, 
at leaſt, under an appearance of piety? alas 


Lam till the ſame I or, if I avoid the evil, 1 
cannot do the good; and yet I. ought to join 


both, in order to make this manner of living 
profitable. But how difficult is this in the 
trouble which ſurrounds me? Duty, reaſon 
and decency, which upon other occaſions 
have ſome power over me, are here entirely 
uſeleſs. The goſpel is à language I do not 
underſtand, when it oppoſes my paſſion; Thoſe 
oaths which I have taken before the holy 
altar, are feeble. helps when oppoſed to you. 
Amidſt ſo. many voices which call me to my 
duty, I hear and I obey nothing but the ſe« 
eret dictates of a deſperate paſſion. Void of 


all reliſh for virtue, any concern for my con- 


dition, or any application to my ſtudies, L 


am continually preſent by my imagination 


where I ought not to be, and I find I have 
no power, when I would at any time correct 
it. I feel a perpetual ſtrife between my in- 
Ned and my duty. I find e entire · 


* 
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a founder, or any great perſonage: your en- 

comiums do but ill agree with ſuch multipli- 

ed weakneſſes. I am a „eee ſinner, pro- 
d with my face 

preſſed to the earth; I mix my tears and ſighs 


in the duſt, when the beams of grace and 


reaſon enlighten me. Come, ſee me in this 


poſture, and ſolicite me to love you! Come, 


If you think fit, and in your holy habit thruſt 


VJourſelf between Gop and me, and be a wall 


of ſeparation ! Come, and force from me 


thoſe ſighs, thoughts, and vows, which I owe 
to him only! Aſſiſt the evil ſpirits, and be 


the inſtrument of their malice! What cannot 


you induce a heart to, whoſe weakneſs you 


ſo perfectly know? But rather withdraw your- 
ſelf, and contribute to my ſalvation, Suffer 
me to avoid deſtruction, I intreat you by 
our former tendereſt affection, and by our 
now common misfortunes. It will always 


be the higheſt love to ſhew none : 1 here re- 


leaſe you of all your oaths and hes: 
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Be Gov's wholly, to whom you are appro- 
priated; I will never oppoſe ſo pious a deſign. | 
How happy ſhall I be if I thus loſe you! then 
ſhall I be indeed a religious, and you a per- 
fect example of an abbeſs. - | 
Maxe yourſelf amends by ſo glorious a 
choice; make your virtue a ſpectacle worthy 
men and angels: be humble among your 
children, aſſiduous in your choir, exact in 
your diſcipline, diligent in your reading; make 
even your recreations uſeful. Have you pur- 
chaſed your vocation at ſo light a rate, as 
that you ſhould not turn it to the beſt advan- 
tage? Since you have, permitted yourſelf to 
be abuſed by falſe doctrine, and criminal in- 


ſtructions, reſiſt not thoſe good counſels which 


grace and religion inſpire me with. I will 
confeſs to you, I have thought myſelf hither- 
to an abler maſter to inſtill vice, than to ex- 
cite virtue. My falſe eloquence has only ſet 
off falſe good. My heart, drunk with volup- 
tuouſneſs, could only ſuggeſt terms proper 
and moving to recommend that. The cup 
of ſinners overflows with ſo enchanting a 
ſweetneſs, and we are naturally ſo much in- 
clined to taſte it, that it needs only be offer- 
ed to us. On the other hand, the chalice of 

2 16 1 ſaints 
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ſaints is filled with a bitter draught. a na- 
ture ſtarts from it. And yet you reproach 
me with cowardice for giving it you firſt; 1 
- willingly ſubmit to theſe accuſations, I can- 
not enough admire the readineſs you ſhewed 
to take the religious habit: bear therefore 
with courage the croſs which you have taken 


up ſoxeſolutely. Drink of the chalice of ſaints 
My even to the bottom, without turning your 


eyes with uncertainty upon me: let me re- 
move far from you, and obey the apoſtle who 
bath laid, Fry. 
Tov intreat me to return, under a pretence 
of devotion. Your earneſtneſs in this point 
creates a ſuſpicion in me, and makes me 
doubtful how to anſwer you. Should I com- 
mit an error here, my words would bluſh, 
if I may ſay fo, after the hiſtory of my miſ- 
fortunes. The church is jealous of its glo- 
Iy, and commands that her children ſhould 
be indueed to the practice of virtue by vir- 
tuous means. When we have approached 
Soy after an unblameable manner, we may 
then vith boldneſs invite others to him. But 
to forget Heros, to ſee her no more, is 
What heaven demands of Azzrard; and to 
expect nothing from ABELARD, to loſe him, 
8 + ven 
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even m ies, is what heaven: enjoins HR To- 
TSE. To forget, in the cafe of love, is the 
moſt neceſſary penitence, and the moſt diffi. 
cult. It is eaſy to recount our faults ; how 
many, thro? indiſcretion, have made them- 
ſelves a ſecond pleaſure of this, inſtead of 
confeſling them with humility. The only 
way to return to God is, by neglecting the 
creature which we have adored, and va. 
Gop whom we have neglected. This may 
appear harſh, but it muſt be done if we e would 


be ſaved: 


To make it' more ih obſerve why 1 
preſſed you to your yow before I took mine; 


and pardon my ſincerity, and the deſign 3 


have of meriting your neglect and hatred, if 
conceal nothing from you of the particu- 
lars you enquire after. When I ſaw myſelf 
fo oppreſſed with my misfortune, my impo- 


tency made me jealous, and I conſidered al . 


men as my rivals. Love has more of diſtruſt 


than aſſurance. I was apprehenſive of abun- 


dance of things, becauſe I ſaw I had abun- | 

dance of defects; and being tormented with *' 
fear from my own example, I imagined your 
heart, which had been ſo much aceuſtomed 


5 to o love, 8185 not be long without entering 


N 2 | into 
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into a new engagement. Jealouſy can eaſi- 
ly believe the moſt dreadful conſequences. I 
was deſirous to put myſelf out of a poſſibili- 
ty of doubting of you. I was very urgent 


to perſuade you that decency required you 
mould withdraw from the envious eyes of 
the world: that modeſty, and our friendſhip, 


demanded it; nay, that your own fafety o- 


| bliged you to it; and that after ſuch a re- 


venge taken upon me, you could expect to 


be ſecure no where but in a convent. 


I will do you juſtice, you were very ea- 
ſily perſuaded to it. My jealouſy ſecretly 


"triumphed over your innocent compliance; 


and yet, triumphant as I was, I yielded you 


up to Gop with an unwilling heart. I ſtill 
kept my gift as much as was poſſible, and 


only parted with it that I might effectually 
put it out of the power of men. I did not 
perſuade you to religion out of any regard 
to your happineſs, but condemned you to it, 
like an enemy who deſtroys what he cannot 
carry off; and yet you heard my diſcourſes 
with kinkiel: you ſometimes interrupted me 
with tears, and preſſed me to acquaint you 
which of the convents was moſt in my e- 
ſteem. What a comfort did I feel in ſeeing 


vou 


: , 


you ſhut up! 1 was now at eaſe, and took a 
ſatisfaction in conſidering that you did not 
eontinue long in the world after my diſgrace, 
and that you would return into it no more. 


Bor ftill this was doubtful; I imagined 


women were incapable of maintaining any a- 
ny conſtant reſolutions, . unleſs they were for- 
eed by the neceſſity of fixed vows. - I want- 
ed thoſe vows, and heaven itſelf for your ſe- 
curity, that I might no longer diſtruſt you. 


Ye holy manſions! ye impenetrable retreats - 


from what numberleſs apprehenſions have 
you freed me? Religion and piety keep a 
ſtrict guard round your grates and high walls, 


What a haven of reſt is this to a jealous 
mind! And with what impatience did T en- 


deavour after it! I went every day trembling 
to exhort you to this ſacrifice; I admired, 
without daring to mention it then, a. bright- 
neſs in your beauty which I had never ob- 
ſerved before. Whether it was the bloom of 


a riſing virtue, or an anticipation of that 


great loſs 1 was going to fuffer, I was not eu- 
rious in examining the cauſe, but only haſten. 


ed your being profeſſed. . T engaged your pri- 


ores in my guilt by a criminal bribe, with 
which 1 "ans the right of burying you. 
N 3 The 
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The profeſſed of the houſe were alike bribed, 
and conceal'd from you, by my directions, 
all their ſcruples and diſguſts. I ommitted 
nothing, either little or great: and if you 
bad eſcaped all my ſnares, I myſelf would 
vot have retired: 1 was reſolved to follow 
you every where. This ſhadow of myſelf 
would always have purſued your ſteps, and 
continually occaſioned either your confuſion 
or fear, which would have been. a ſenſible 
gratification to me. 
Bur thanks to heaven, you 1 to make 
a vow; I accompanied you with terror to 
the foot of the altar : and while you ſtretch- 
ed out your hand to touch the ſacred cloth, 
LI heard you pronounce diſtinctly thoſe fatal 
words which for ever ſeparatedryou from all 
men. Till then your beauty and youth ſeem- 
ed to oppoſe my deſign, and to threaten your 
return into the world. Might not a ſmall 
temptation have changed you? Is it poſſible 
to renounce one's {elf entirely at the age of 
twq,and twenty? at an age which claims the 
moſt abſolute liberty, could you think the 
world no longer worthy of your regard? 
How much did I wrong you, and what weak- 
| 5 4 did I impute to you? You were in my 


imagination 


,, nn ons. AS on 
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imagination nothing but lightneſs and incon- 
ſtancy. Might not a young woman at the 
noiſe of the flames, and of the fall of So- 
pon, look back, and pity ſome one perſon 2 


I took notice of your eyes, your motion, ; 


your air; I trembled at every thing, You 
may call ſuch a ſelf-intereſted conduct treach- 
ery, perfidiouſneſs, murther. A love which 


was ſo like to hatred, ought to provoke * 


utmoſt contempt and anger. 

Ir is fit you ſhould know that the 1 
moment when I was convinced of your be- 
ing entirely devoted to me, when I ſaw you 
were infinitely worthy of all my. love and 
acknowledgement; I imagined I could love 
you no more; I thought it time to leave off 
giving you any marks of affection; and I 
conſidered that by your holy eſpouſals you 
were now the peculiar care of heaven, even 
in the quality of a wife. My jealouſy ſeemed 
to be extinguiſhed: when Gov only is our 
rival, we have nothing to fear; and being in 
greater tranquillity than ever before, I dared 
even to offer up prayers, and beſeech him to 
take you away from my eyes: but it was 


not a time to make raſh prayers; and my 


faith was too imperfect to let them be heard. 
ä IN He 
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He who ſees the depths and ſecrets of all 
mens hearts, ſaw mine did not agree with 
my words. Neceſſity and deſpair were the 
ſprings of this proceeding. Thus, I inadyer. 
tently offered an inſult to heaven, rather than 
a ſacriſice. 'Gop rejected my offering and my 
prayer, and continued my puniſhment, by 
ſuffering me to continue my love. Thus 
under the guilt of your vows, and of the 
paſſion which preceded them, I mult be tor- 
ente all the days of my life. | 
Ir Gop ſpoks to your heart, as to that of 
à religious, whole innocence had firſt engaged 
him to heap on it a thouſand favours, I ſhould 
have matter of comfort; but to ſee both of 
us victims of a criminal love; to fee this love 
infult us, and inveſt itſelf with our very habits, 
as with ſpoils it has taken from our devotion, 
fills me with horror and trembling. Is this 
⁊ ſtate of reprobation? Or are theſe the con- 
ſequences of a long drunkenneſs in profane 
love? We cannot ſay love is a drunkenneſs and 
a poiſon, till we are illuminated by grace; 
in the mean time it is an evil which we doat 
on. When we are under ſuch a miſtake, the 
, knowledge of our miſery is the fitſt ſtep to- 
wards amendment, Ws does not know 
that 


* 


We muſt have the aſſiſtance of Gov, that we 
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that tis for the glory of Gov, to find. no 
other foundation in man for his mercy, than 
man's very weakneſs? When he has ſhewed 
us this weakneſs, and we bewail it, he is 
ready to put forth his omnipotence to aſſiſt us. 
Let us ſay for our comfort, that what we 
ſuffer is one of thoſe long and terrible temp- 
tations which have ſometimes diſturbed the 
vocations of the moſt holy. | 

Gop can afford his preſence to men, in 
order to ſoften their calamities, whenever he 
ſhall think fit. It was his pleaſure, when you 
took the veil, to draw you to him by his 
grace. I ſaw your eyes, when you ſpoke 
your laſt farewel, fixed upon the croſs. It. 
was above ſix months before you wrote me 
a letter; nor, during all that time, did I receive 
any meſſage from you. I admired this ſilence, 
which I durſt not blame, and could not imi- 
tate: I wrote to you, you returned me no 
anſwer : your heart was then ſhut ; but this 
garden of the ſpouſe is now opened, he is 
withdrawn from it, and has left you alone 
by removing from you, he has made trial of 
you ; call him back, and ſtrive to regain him. 
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thought for any other than Gov'is an adultery. 


154 ABEL ARD to Herorsr. 


deeply in love, to free ourſelves: Our follies 
have penetrated even into the moſt ſacred 


places. Our amours have been matter of 


' feandal to a whole kingdom. They are read 
and admired'; love which produced them,. has 
cauſed them to be deſcribed. We ſhall be a 
conſolation for the failings of youth hereaf- 


ter. Thoſe who offend after us, will think 
themſelves leſs guilty. We are criminals 
whoſe repentance is late, O may it be ſincere ! 


let us repair, as far as is poſſible, the evils 


we have done; and let France, which has 


been the witneſs of our crimes, be aſtoniſhed 


at our penitence. Let us confound all-who 
would imitate our guilt ; let us take the part 


of Gop againſt ourſelves, and by ſo doing 
prevent his judgment. Our former irregulari- 


ties require tears, ſhame, and forrow to ex- 


piate them. Let us offer up theſe ſacrifices 


from our hearts; let us bluſh, let us weep. 
If in theſe weak beginnings, Lonp, our hearts 
are not intirely thine, let it, at leaſt; be made 
ſenſible that it ought to be ſo ! 
- DerLiver yourſelf, Hzerotss, from the 


| ſhameful remains of a paſſion which has taken 


too deep root. Remember that the leaſt 


him, if you would advance in virtue. . Be not 


miſery to ſuccour your weak ſiſters; pity 
them upon conſideration of your own faults. 
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If you could ſee me here with my meager 

face, and melancholy air, ſurrounded with 
numbers of perſecuting Moxxzs, who are a- 
larmed at my reputation for learning, and 
offended at my lean viſage, as if I threatened 
them with a reformation; what would you 
ſay of my baſe ſighs, and of thoſe unprofit- 
able tears which deceive theſe credulous men? 
Alas! I am humbled under love, and not 
under the croſs. Pity me, and free yourſelf. 
If your vocation: be, as you ſay, my work, 
deprive me not of the merit of it by your 
continual inquietudes. Tell me that you 
will honour the habit which covers you, by 
an inward retirement. Fear Gov, that you 
may be delivered from your frailties. Love 
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uneaſy in the cloiſter; for it is the dwelling 
of ſaints. Embrace your bands, they are the 
chains of CarisrT Ixsus: he will lighten them, 
and bear them with you, if you bear them 
with humility. 

WirnovurT growing ſevere to a paſſion 
which yet poſſeſſes you, learn from your own 
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156 ABEtarD to H ETOS. 


PpPortune you, fly to the foot of the croſs, and 
beg for mercy: there are wounds open; la- 
ment before the dying Diety. At the head of 
a religious ſociety be not a ſlave; and having 
rule over queens, begin to govern yourſelf. 
Bluſh at the leaſt revolt of your ſenſes. Re- 
member that even at the foot of the altar we 
often ſacriſice to lying ſpirits, and that no in- 
' <enſe can be more agreeable to them, than 
that which in thoſe holy places burns in the 
heart of a religious ſtill ſenſible of paſſion 
and love. If during your abode in the world, 
Four ſoul has acquired a habit of loving, feel 
It now no more but for J=svs CHRIST. Re- 
- Pent of all the moments of your life which 
you have waſted upon the world, and upon 
pleaſure; demand them of me, tis a robbe- 
ry which I am guilty of; take m_ _ 
ney reproach me with it. 


Ll 


only to teach you fit. . You call me your fa- 
ther; before I had any claim to this title, 1 
_ deſerved that of parricide. I am your bro- 


ed your huſband ; bur' it is after a publick 
' ſcandal. If you have abuſed the ſanctity of 


— 


I have been indeed your maſter; but it was 


ther; but tis the affinity of our crimes that 
has purchaſed mo that diſtinction. I am call- 
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ſo many venerable names in the ſuperſerip- 


tion of your letter, to do me honour, and 


fatter. your own paſſion, blot them out, and 


place in their ſtead thoſe of a murderer; a 


villain, an enemy, who has conſpired againſt 


your: honour, troubled your quiet, and be- 
trayed your innocence. Lou would have pe- 
riſned throꝰ my means, but for an extraordis- 
nary act of grace, which, that you might be 
ſaved, has thrown me n an a 
my courle; | - 1." 

Tuts is the iden you die to ani 0b a 
faghtive, who endeavours to deprive you of 


the hope of ſeeing him any more. But when 7 
love has once been ſincere, how difh tis 


to determine to love no more? Tis a thou- 
ſand times more eaſy to renounce the world 
than love. I hate this deceitful. faithlefs 
world; I think no more of it; but my heart 
ſtill wandring, will eternally make me feel 


the anguiſh of having loſt you, in ſpite of 


all the convictions of my underſtanding. In 
che mean time, tho? 1 ſhould be ſo cowardly 
as to retract what you have read, do not ſuf- 
fer me to offer myſelf to your thoughts, but 


under this laſt notion. Remember my laſt 


endeavours were to ſeduce your heart. You 
0 periſhed 
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V8 1 56 ABzLAnDt to Hztors: 
periſhed by my means, and'T with you. The 

© Tame waves ſwallowed us both up. We'wait- 
ed for death with indifference, and the ſame 
_ death had carried us headlong to the ſame 
puniſnments. But providence has turned off 
this blow, and our ſhipwreck' has thrown us 
into a haven.” There are ſome whom the 

| - mercy. of God ſaves by afflictions. Let my 
ſalvation be the fruit of your prayers ! let 
me owe it to your tears or exemplary . holi- 
neſs! Tho? my heart, Lord! be filled with 
the love of one of thy creatures, thy hand 
can, when it pleaſes, draw out of it thoſe i- 
| deas which fill its whole capacity. To love 
Herors truly, is to leave her intirely to 
that quiet which retirement and virtue afford, 
Sto eke y 1 letter ſhall be . 


174 Ch I will ge orders than my bas | 
Ay be carried to the houſe of the ParacrerE. 
Tou ſhall ſee me in that condition; not to 
demand tears from you, twill then be too 
late; weep rather for me now, to extinguiſh 
dn fire which burns me. You ſhall ſee me, 
to ſtrengthen your piety by the horror of this 
9 and my death, 'then more — 
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than I can be, will tell you what you love; 
when you love a man. I hope you will be 
contented, when you have finiſhed this mor- 
tal life, to be buried near me. Your cold 


aſhes need then fear nothing, and my tomb. 


will, by that means, be more ey and more 
renown'd. 
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HTS to A'BELARD. 


. daithe following letter the paſſion of Heloiſe breaks 
out with more violence than ener. That which 
be had received from Abelard, inſtead of fortify- 
ing ber reſolutions, ſerved only to revive in her 

1 paſt endearments and misfortunes. 

- With th/@hreſſion ſhe writes again to her huſ- 

band; and appears now not | ſo much in the cha- 
radter of a religigus, flriving with the remains of 
her former 2 as in that of an unhappy 


woman, abandoned ta all the tranſports of love and 
deſpair. 


To Abelard her well. belaved in Chriſt Peſus, 
from Heloiſe his weltbeloved in the ſame 
| Chriſt Jeſu Jl? 


Read the letter I received from you with 
abundance of impatience : in ſpite of all 
my misfortunes, I hoped to find nothing in 
it beſides arguments of comfort. But how 
ingenious are lovers in tormenting themſelves! 
judge of the exquiſite ſenſibility and force of 
my love, by.that which cauſes the grief of 
my ſoul. I was Idiſturbed at the ſuperſcrip- 
tion of your letter; why did you place the 
name of HRTOISE before that of AszLarD? 
Pig | What 
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What means this cruel and unjuſt diſtinction? 
Twas your name only, the name of a father 
and of a huſband, which my eager eyes ſought 


had much rather, if poſlible, forget, as being 
the cauſe of your misfortune. The rules of 


that ceremonious manner of addreſſing me; 
and [pve commanded you tg baniſh it: alas! 
you know all this but too Well. 
Dip you write thus to me before cruel 
fortune had ruined my happineſs ? I ſee your 
heart has deſerted me, and you have made 
4 greater advances in the way of devotion than 


3 
1 ear ! I am toq;xeak to follow 
you; condeſcen Arden o 


y for mo, and 


| animate me with your advice. Will you 


| have the cruelty. to abandon me? The fear 
of this ſtabs my heart : but the fearful pre- 

ſages you make at the latter end of your 

letter, thoſe terrible images you draw.of your 

death, quite diſtract me. Cruel ABzLarD! 

you ought to have ſtopped my tears, and you 

make them flow. You ought to have quieted 

the diſorder of my heart, and you throw me 

into deſpair. | | 

. os: Ix Yov 


f 


after. I did not look for my own, which 1 


decorum, and the character of er and 
director, which you have over , oppoſed 


gl 
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Jon defre-that; aftdr-gour death; 1 ſhould 


1 = care of your aſhes. and pay them the 


laſt duties. Alas ! in what temper did you 
<onceive | theſe mournful ideas? And how 
could you deſcribe them to me? Did not 
the apprehenſion of cauſing my preſent death 
make the pen drop from your hand? You did 
not reflect I ſuppoſe, upon all thoſe torments 
to which you were going to deliver me. 
Heaven, as ſevere as it has been againſt me, 
is not in ſo great a degree ſo, as to permit 
me to live one moment after you. Life, 
without my AztrLarp, is an unſnpportabte 
Puniſhment, and death a moſt exquiſite happi- 
neſs, if by that means I can be united with 
him. If heaygn hears the pra tinu- 
ally make for yqu, your” days will be pro- 
longed, and you will bury me. 

s it not your part to prepare me by your 
powerful exhartations againſt that great criſis, 
which ſhakes the moſt reſolute and confirm- 
ed minds? Is it not your part to receive my 
laſt ſighs, take care of my funerals, and give 
an account of my manners and faith? Who 
but you can recommend us worthily to Gop, 
and, by the fervour and meritof your prayers, 
conduct thoſe to hinz which you, have 
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joined to his worſhip by ſolemn contracts? 


We expect theſe pious offices from your 
paternal charity. After this you will be free 
from thoſe diſquietudes which now moleſt 


you, and you will quit life with more eaſe, , 
whenever it ſhall pleaſe Gop to call you away. 
Lou may follow us content with what you 
have done, and in a full aſſurance of our 
happineſs. But till then write not to me 


any ſuch terrible things: are we not already 


ſufficiently miſerable? Muſt we aggravate our 


ſorrows? Our life here is but a languiſhing 
death; will you haſten it? Our preſent diſ- 
graces are ſufficient to employ our thoughts 


continually, and fhall we ſeek for new argu- 


ments of grief in futurities ?. How void of. 


reaſon are men, ſaid SECA, to make diſtant 


evils preſent by reflection, and to take pains 


before death to loſe all the comforts of life? 


WHEN you have finiſhed your courſe here 
below, you ſay it is your deſire that your bo- 
dy be carried to the houſe of the PaxacietE ; 
to the intent that being always expoſed to my 
eyes, you may be for ever preſent to ray 


mind; and that your dead body may ſtrength 


en our piety, and animate our prayers. . Can 
you think that the traces ygu have drawn in 
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|| ayer ent wer be ern wy: a 
length of time can obliterate the memory we 


Have here of your benefits? And what time 


ſhall I find for thoſe prayers you ſpeak of? 
alas, I ſhall then be filled with other cares. 
Can fo heavy a misfortune leave me a mo- 
ment's quiet? Can my feeble reaſon reſiſt 
ſuch powerful aſſaults? When I am diſtracted 
and raving, (if I dare ſay it) even againſt hea- 


ven itſelf, I ſhall not ſoften it by my pray- 
ers, but rather provoke it by my cries and re- 


proaches ! But how ſhould I pray ? Or how 
bear up againſt my grief? I ſhould be. more 
urgent to follow you, than to pay you the ſad 
ceremonies of burial. It is for you, for ABE- 


LARD, that I have reſolved to live; if you 


are raviſhed from me, what uſe can I make 


of my miſerable days? Alas ! whit lamen- 


tations ſhould I make, if heaven, y a cruel 
pity, ſhould preſerve me *tiltefat moment? 
When I but think of this laſt ſeparation, I feet 


All the pangs of death; what ſhall I be then, 


if I ſhould ſee this dreadful hour? Forbear 


therefore to infuſe into my mind ſuch mourn- 


11 thoughts, if not for love, at leaſt for pity. 
You dire me to give myſelf up to my 
„ he wholly Gov's, to whom 1 


4 
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am conſecrated. How can 1 do that, when 


you frighten me with apprehenfions that 
continually poſſeſs my mind day and night? 
When an evil threatens us, -and it is impoſ- 
ſible to ward it off, why do we give up our- 
ſelves to the unprofitable fear of it, which 
is yet even more omg. than ow evil it 
ſelf? 

W rar have I to hope for PO the loſs 
of you? What can confine me to earth, 
when death ſhall have taken away from me 


all that was dear upon it? I have renounced 


without difficulty all the charms of life, pre- 
ſerving only my love, and the ſecret pleaſure 
of thinking inceſſantly of you, and hearing 
that you live. And yet, alas! you do not 
live for me, and 1 dare not even flatter my- 


ſelf with the hopes that I ſhall ever enjoy a 


fight of you more ! this is the greateſt of my 
afflictions: mercileſs fortune! haſt thou not 
perſecuted me enough ? Thou doſt not give 


me any reſpite ; thou haſt exhauſted all thy 


vengeance upon me, and reſerved thyſelf no- 


thing whereby thou may'ſt appear terrible to 


others. Thou haſt wearied thyſelf in tor- 


- menting me, and others have nothing now 


to fear from thy anger. But. to hat pur- 
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LOISE to ABELARD. 


| poſe doſt thou ſtill arm thyſelf againſt me? 
The wounds 1 have already received leave 


no room for new ones; why cannot I urge 
| thee to kill me? Or doſt thou fear, amidſt 
the numerous torments thou heapeſt on me, 
doſt thou fear that ſuch a ſtroke weuld deliver 


me from all? Therefore thou preſerveſt me 
from death, in order to wks me die e 


; Dzar "+1 ag pity my Jeſpair ! was ever 


any thing ſo miſerable ! the higher you raiſed 
me above other women, who envied me your 
love, the more ſenſible am I now of the loſs 
of your heart. I was exalted to the top of 
happineſs, only that I might have a more ter- 
xible fall. Nothing could formerly be com- 


pared to my pleaſures, and nothing now can 


equal my miſery. My glory once raiſed the 
enyy of my rivals; my preſent wretchedneſs 


moves the compaſſion. of all that ſee me. My 


fortune has been always in extremes, ſhe 
has heaped on me her moſt delightful favours, 
that ſhe might load me with the greateſt of 


her afflictions. Ingenious in tormenting me, 


mne has made the memory of the joys WIE 
loſt an inexhauſtible- fins of 
Love, which poſſeſt was her great. 


* 
4 


ing taken away, occaſions all my ſorrow. Ja | 


ſhort, her malice has intirely ſucceeded, and 
I find my preſent afflictions proportionably 
bitter as the tranſports which, charmed me 
were ſweet. 

Bor what aggravates my  fullerings yet 
more, is, that we began to be miſerable at 
a time when we ſeemed the leaſt to deſerve it. 
While we gave ourſelves up to the enjoy- 
ment of a criminal love, nothing oppoſed 
our vicious pleaſures.” But ſcarce had we re- 
trenched what was unlawful in our paſſion, 


and taken refuge in marriage againſt that re- 
morſe which might bave purſued us, but the 
whole wrath of heaven fell on us in all its. 


weight. But how barbarous was your puniſh 


ment? The very remembrance makes me 


ſhake with horror. Could an outrageous huſ- 


band make a villain ſuffer more that had dif- 


honoured his bed? Ah ! what righthad a cruel 
uncle over us? We were joined to each o- 
ther even before the altar, which ſhould have 
protected you from the rage of your enemies. 
Muſt a wife draw on you that puniſhment 
which ought not to fall on any but an adulte- 
rous lover? Belidegs, we were ſeparated ; you 
were n in your exerciſes, and inſtructed a 

learn- 
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| Jearned auditory in myſteries which the great: 
eſt geniuſes before you were not able to pe- 
netrate; and I, in obedience to you, retired 
to a cloiſter. I there ſpent whole days in 
thinking of you, and ſometimes 

on holy leſſons, to which I endeavoured to 
apply myſelf. In this very juncture you be- 
came the victim of the moſt unhappy love. 
You alone expiated the erime common to us 
both: you only were puniſhed, thoꝰ both of 
us were guilty. You, who were leaſt ſo, was 
the object of the whole vengeance of a bar- 
baraus man. But why ſhould I rave at your 
aſſaſſins? I, wretched I, have ruined you, I 
have been the original of all your misfor- 
tunes! good heav'n! why was I born to be 
the occaſion of ſo tragical an accident? How 
dangerous is it for a great man to ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be moved by our ſex ! he ought from 
his infancy to be inured to inſenſibility of 


heart, againſt all our charms. Hearken, 


« my ſon, (ſaid formerly the wiſeſt of men) 
& attend and keep my inſtructions; if a beau- 
c tiful woman by her looks endeavour to in- 


4 tice thee, permit not thyſelf to be over 
come by a corrupt inclination; reject the 


923 1 ſhe OT and follow not the paths 
| Which 


8 4 
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& which ſhe directs. Her houſe is the gate 
« of deſtruction and death.” I have long 


examined things, and have found that death 


itſelf is a leſs dangerous evil than beauty. 
Tis the ſhipwreck of liberty, a fatal ſnare, 
from which it is ir Hoſſible ever to get free; 
Twas woman which threw down the firſt 
man from that glorious condition in whick 
heaven had placed him. She, who was crea- 
ted in order to partake of his happineſs, was 
the ſole cauſe of his ruin. How bright had 
been thy glory, Sausox, if thy heart had 
been as firm againſt the charms of Dzrrirang 
as againſt the weapons of the PRIIISsTrI x ES! 
a woman diſarmed and etrayed thee, who 
hadſt been a glorious conqueror of armies. 
Thou ſaw'ſt thyſelf delivered into the hands 
of thy enemies; thou waſt deprived of thy 
eyes, thoſe inlets of love into thy ſoul: di- 
ſtracted and deſparing didſt thou die, without 
any conſolation but that of involving thy e- 
nemies in thy deſtruction. Soromon, that 
he might pleaſe women, forſook the care of 
pleaſing Gov. That king, whoſe wiſdom 
princes came from all parts to admire, he 


whom Gop had choſen to build him a temple, 


abandon'd the worſhip of thoſe very altars 


'\ 
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he had defended, and proceeded to ſuch a 
pitch of folly, as even to burn incence to 
idols. Jos had no enemy more cruel than 
his wife; what temptations did he not bear? 
The evil ſpirit, who had declared himſelf his 
perſecutor, employed a woman as an inſtru- 

ment to ſhake his conſtancy. And the ſame 
evil ſpirit made HELolsE an inſtrument to 
ruin AB8ELARD ! all the poor comfort I have 
is, that I am not the voluntary cauſe of your 
misfortunes. I have not betrayed you; but 
my conftancy and love have been deſtructive 
to you. If I have committed a crime in hav- 
ing loved you with conſtancy, I ſhall never 


be able to repent of that crime. Indeed 1 


gave myſelf up too much to the captivity of 
thoſe ſoft errors into which my riſing paſſion 


ſeduced me. I have endeavoured to pleaſe 


you, even at the expence of my virtue; and 
therefore deſerve thoſe pains I feel. My 
guilty tranſports could not but have a tragi- 
Cal end. As ſoon as I was perſuaded of your 


love, alas! I ſcarce delayed a moment reſign- 


ing my ſelf to all your proteſtations: To be 
beloved by AsETARD, was, in my eſteem, 


too much glory, and I too impatientiy deſi- 


a 0 it not to believe it immediate ly. I en- 
5 | deavoured 


* 


* 


- 
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deavoured at nothing but convincing you of 
my utmoſt ' paſſion... I made no uſe of thoſe 
defences of diſdain and honour ;. thoſe  ene-- 
mies of pleaſure which tyrannize over our 
ſex, made in me hut a weak and unprofitable 
reſiſtance. Ifacrificed all to my love; and I 
forced my duty to give place to the. ambition 
of making happy the moſt gallant and learn- 


4 ed perſon of the age. If any conſideration 
* had been able to ſtop me, it would have been, 
without doubt, the intereſt of my love. 1 
fear'd leaſt, having nothing further for you to 
I deſire, your paſſion might become languid, 
g and you might ſeek for new pleaſures in ſome 
Y new. conqueſt... But it was eaſy for you to 


cure me of a ſuſpicion ſo oppoſite to my own 
inclination-. L ought» to have forſeen other 1 
more certain evils; and to have conſidered 1 
that the idea of loſt enjoyments would be the 
trouble of my whole. life. 

How happy ſhould I be, could I waſh out, 
with my tears, the memory of thoſe pleaſures, 
which yet I think of: with delight ? At leaſt 
I: will exert ſome generous endeavour, and by: 

ſmothering in my heart thoſe deſires to which 
the frailty of my nature may give birth, I 

5 will exerciſe torments upon. myſelf, like thoſe 
2 2 | the 
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Nun 


the rage of your enemies has made you ſuffer 


I will endeavour by that means to-ſatisfy you 


at leaſt, if I cannot appeaſe an angry Gov. 


For to ſhew you what a deplorable condition 


1 am in, and how far my repentance is from 


being available, I dare even accuſe heaven 


every moment of-cruelty, for delivering you 
into thoſe ſnares which were prepared for 
you. My repinings kindle the divine wrath, 
when I ſhould endeavour to draw down mercy. 
In order to expiate a crime, tis not ſuf- 


 Keient that we bear the puniſhment ; what- 
ever we ſuffer is accounted as nothing, if the 
- paſſions ſtill continue, and the heart is inflamed 


with the ſame deſires. *Tis an eaſy matter 
to confeſs a weakneſs, and to inflict ſome 


. 1 ; puniſhment upon ourſelves ; but *tis the laſt 


violence to our nature to extinguiſh the me- 


mory of pleaſures, which, by a ſweet habit, 


have gained abſolute poſſeſſion of our minds. 


How many perſons do we obſerve who make 


an outward confeſſion of their faults, yet, far 


from being afflicted for them, take a new 
pleaſure in the relating them. Bitterneſs of 
heart ought to accompany the confeſſion of 
the mouth, yet that very rarely happens. I, 
c who have experienced fa many pleaſures in 
loving 


lo 


fer. 
Ou 
JD, 
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loving you, feel, in ſpite of myſelf, that 1 
cannot repent of them, nor forbear enjoying - 

them over again as much as is poſlible, by 
recollecting them in my memory. Whatever 
endeavours I uſe, on whatever fide I turn me, 
the ſweet idea ſtill purſues me, and every 
object brings to my mind what I ought to 
forget. Nuring the ſtill night, when'my heart 
ought to 'be quiet in the midſt of fleep, which 
ſuſpends the greateſt diſturbances, I cannot 


avoid thoſe illuſions my heart entertains, 1 


think I am ſtill with my dear Au RETARD. I 
ſee him, I ſpeak to him, and hear him anſwer. 
Charmed with each other, we quit our philo- 
ſophick ſtudies to entertain ourſelves with our 
paſſion. Sometimes too I ſeem to be a witneſs 
of the bloody enterprize of your enemies; I 
oppoſe their fury, I fill our apartment. with 
fearful cries, and in the moment I awake in 
tears, Even into holy places, before the altar, 
I carry with me the memory of our guilty 
loves. They are my whole buſineſs, and, far 


from lamenting for having been ſeduced, I 1 


{igh for having loſt them. 
I remember (for nothing is forgot by lo- 
vers) the time and place in which you firſt 


declared your love to me, and ſwore you 


P3 Would 
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would love me till death. Tour words, 
your oaths, are all deeply graven in my heart. 
The diſorder of my diſcourſe diſcovers to e- 
very ore the trouble of my mind. My ſighs 
betray me; and your name is continually in 
my mouth. When I am in this condition, why 
daoſt not thon, O Lord! pity my weakneſs, 
and ſtrengthen me by thy grace? You are 
happy, ABELARD, this grace has prevented 
you ; and your misfortune has been the oc- 
caſion of your finding reſt, The puniſament 
of your body has cured the deadly wounds 

of your ſoul. The tempeſt has driven you 
into the haven. Goy, who ſeemed to lay 
his hand heavily upon you, ſought only to 
help you: he is a father chaſtizing, and not 
an enemy revenging ; a wiſe phyſician, put- 
ting you to ſome pain in order to preſerve 
your life. I am a thouſand times more to 
be lamented than you; I have a thouſand 
; Paſſions to combat with. I muſt reſiſt thoſe 
fires which love kindles in a young heart. 
Our ſex is nothing but weakneſs, and I have 
the greater difficulty to defend myſelf, be- 
cauſe the enemy that attacks. me pleaſes me ; 


how then can I avoid falling? 


I doat on the danger which threatens me, 


In 


r 


4 
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In the midſt of theſe ſtruggles, I endea- 
voured; at leaſt; to conceal my weakneſs from 
thoſe you have intruſted to my care. All: | 
who are about me admire my virtue, but 


in could their eyes penetrate into my heart, 
ly what would they not diſcover? my paſſions | 
„ dere are in a rebellion; I preſide over others, 
* but cannot rule myſelf. 1 have but a falſe 
d covering, and this ſeeming virtue is a real 
4 vice. Men judge me praiſe-worthy, but 1 
t am guilty before Gov, from whoſe all- ſeeing 
s eye nothing is hid, and who views, through 
q all their foldings, the ſecrets of all hearts. L 
7 cannot eſcape his diſcovery. And yet it is a 
) great deal to me to maintain even this appear- 


ance of virtue. This troubleſome hypocri- 
ſy is, in ſome ſort, commendable. I give no 
ſcandal to the world, which is ſo eaſy to take 
bad impreſſions. I do not ſhake the virtue 
of theſe feeble ones who are' under my con- 
duct. With my heart full of the love of 
man, I exhort them at leaſt to love only Gop: 
charmed with the pomp of worldly pleaſures, 
I endeavour to ſhew them that they are all 
deceit and vanity. TI have juſt ſtrength enough 
to conceal from them my inclinations; and 
look upon that as a powerful effect of grace. 
| | IN 


— 
8. 


If it is not ſufficient to make me embrace 
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virtue, it is enough to _ me from com- 
mitting fin. 
Ay yet it is in vain to endeavour to ſepa- 


rate theſe two things. They muſt be guilty 


who merit nothing; and they depart from 
virtue who delay to approach it. Beſides, we 


. ought to have no other motive than the love 
of Gop; alas! what can I then hope for? I 
| Own, to my confuſion, I fear more the offend- 


ing a man, than the provoking Gov, and 
ſtudy leſs to pleaſe him than you. Yes, it 
was your command only, and not a ſincere 
vocation, as is imagined, that ſhut me up in 


_ theſe cloiſters. I ſought to give you caſe, 
and not to ſanctify myſelf. How unhappy 
am 1? I tear myſelf from all that pleaſes me; 
I bury myſelf here alive; I exerciſe myſelf 


in the moſt rigid faſtings, and ſuch ſeverities 
as cruel laws impoſe on us; I feed myſelf 


with tears and ſorrows ; and, notwithſtanding 


this, I deſerve nothing for all the hardſhips I 
ſuffer. My falſe piety has long deceived you 


as well as others; you have thought me ea- 
ſy, yet I was more diſturbed than ever. You 


perſuaded yourſelf I was wholly taken up 


Under 


7. 


Under this miſtake you deſire my prayers 3 
alas ! I muſt expe& yours. Do not preſume; 
upon my virtue and my care. I am waver- 
ing, and you muſt fix me by your advice. I 
am yet feeble, you muſt ſuſtain and guide me 
by your counſel. . 

Warar occaſion had you to praiſe me? 
Praiſe is often hurtful to thoſe on whom it 


is beſtowed. A ſecret. vanity ſprings up in 


the heart, blinds us, and conceals from us 
wounds that are ill cured. A ſeducer flatters 
us, and, at the ſame time, aims at our deſtruc- 


tion. A ſincere friend diſguiſes nothing from 
us, and, far from paſling a light hand over 


the wound, makes us feel it the more intenſe- 


ly, by applying remedies. Why do you not 


deal after this manner with me? Will you 


be eſteemed a baſe dangerous flatterer ? or, if 
you chance to ſee any thing commendable in 


me, have you no fear that vanity, which is 


ſo natural to all women, ſhould quite efface 


it? But let us not judge of virtue by outward 


appearances ; for then the reprobate, as well 


as the elect, may lay claim to it. An artful 

impoſtor may, by his addreſs, gain more ad- 

miration, an the true zeal of a faint. 
TAE 
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windings are very difficult to be diſcovered. 
The praiſes you give me are the more dan- 


5 | "as N F 
I * * * * 
* F 7 4 \ 
v7 This; - \ — 
. by * . 
= . *. 4 


uE heart of man is a labyrinth, whoſe 


ger ous, in regard that 1 love the perſon who 
gives them. The more I deſire to pleaſe you, 
the readier am I to believe all the merit you 
attribute to me. Ah, think rather how to 


55 ſupport my weakneſſes by wholſome remon- 
ſtrances! Be rather fearful than confident of 


my ſalvation ; ſay our virtue is founded up- 
on weakneſs, and that thoſe only will be 


- crowned who have fought with the greateſt 


difficulties :- but I ſeek not for that crown 
which is the reward of victory, I am con- 


tent to avoid only the danger. It is eaſier to 


keep off, than to win a battle. There are 


ſeveral degrees in glory, and I am not ambi- 


tous of the higheſt; thoſe I leave to ſouls. 
of great courage, who have been often victo- 
rious. I.feek not to bonquer, out of fear 


leaſt I ſhould be overcome. Happy enough 
if I can eſcape ſhipwreck, and at laſt gain. 


the port. Heaven commands me to renounce- 


chat fatal. paſſion which unites me to you; 
but oh! my heart will never be able to con- 


ne to it. Adieu. 


** 


r 


LETTER v. 


HE TO ISE to AE ELARK D. 


r 8 
—— 


— 


Heloiſe had been dungerouſſy ill at the convent of the 
Paraclete : immediately upon her recovery, ſhe wrote 
this letter to Abelard. She ſeems now to have 
diſingaged herſelf from him, and to have reſolved 

to think of nothing but repentance; yet diſcovers 
fome emotrons, which make it doubtful, whether 
devotion had intirely triumphed over her paſſion. 


EAR Azrrarp, you expect perhaps that 
' I ſhould accuſe you of negligence. You 
\ have not anſwered my laſt letter, and, thanks 
to heaven, in the condition I now am, tis a 
happineſs to me that you ſhew ſo much in- 
ſenſibility for the fatal paſſion which had en- 
gaged me to you; at laſt, AsETARD, you have 
loſt HzLo1ss for ever: notwithſtanding all the 
oaths I made to think of nothing but you 
-only, and to be entertained with nothing but 
you, I have baniſhed you from my thoughts; 
I have forgot you. Thou charming idea of 
a lover I once adored, thou wilt no more 
be my happineſs! dear image of Azzrard ! 
thou wilt no more follow me every where; 
I will no more remember thee. O celebra- 
ted merit of a-man, who, in ſpite of his e- 
by , þ nemies, 
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nemies, is the wonder of his age! O inchant. 
ing pleaſures to which Hzrotss intirely re. 
ſigned herſelf, you, you have been my tor- 
mentors. I confeſs, Azz1.arp, without a bluſh, 


my infidelity : let my inconſtancy teach the 


world that-there is no depending upon the 
promiſes of women; they are all ſubject to 
change. This noakles you, ABELARD ; this 
news without doubt ſurprizes you; you could 
never imagine HxLOoISE ſhould be inconſtant. 


She was prejudiced by ſo ſtrong an inclination 


to you, that you cannot conceive how time 
could alter it. But, be undeceived, I am go- 
ing to diſcover to you my falſeneſs, tho? in- 


ſtead of reproaching me, I perſuade myſelf 

you will ſhed tears of joy. When I ſhall 
Have told you what rival hath raviſhed my 
heart from you, you will praiſe my inconſtan- 

g „ and will pray this rival to fix it: by this 
you may judge that tis Gos alone that takes 
. Herorst from you. Yes, my dear ABETLARxp, 


he gives my mind that tranquillity which a 
quick remembrance of our misfortunes would 


not ſuffer me to enjoy. Juſt heaven! what 
other rival could take me from you? Could 


you imagine it poſſible for any mortal to blot 
you from my heart ? Could you think me 


guilty 
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guilty of ſacrificing the virtuous and learned 
ABELARD to any other but to Gop? No, I 
believe you have done me juſtice in this point, 
I queſtion not but you are impatient to know 
what means Gop uſed to accompliſh ſo great 
an end; I will tell you, and wonder at the 
ſecret ways of providence. Some few days 
after you ſent me your laſt letter I fell danger- 
ouſly- ill, the phyſicians gave me over, and T 
expected certain death. Then it was that 
my paſſion, which always before ſeemed. in- 
nocent, appeared - criminal to me. My me- 
mory repreſented faithfully to me all the paſt 
actions of my life, and, I confeſs to you, my 
love was the only pain I felt. Death, which 
*till then I had always conſidered as at a di- 
ſtance, now preſented itſelf to me ſuch as it” 
appears to ſinners. 1 began to dread "the 
wrath of Gov, now I was going to experience 
it; and I repented I had made no better uſe 
of his grace. Thoſe tender letters I have 
wrote to you, and thoſe paſſionate converſa- 
tions I have had with you, gave me as much 
pain now, as they formerly did pleaſure. An 
miſerable Hzr.o18x | ſaid I, if it is a crime to 
give one's ſelf up to ſuch ſoft tranſports; and 
if, after this life is ended, puniſhment —_ 


q 
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| ly follows them, why didſt thou not reli 'fo 
dangerous an inclination ? Think on the tor- 
tures, that are prepared for thee, conſider with 
terror that ftore of torments, and recollect at 
the ſame time thoſe pleaſures which thy de- 
juded ſoul thought ſo entrancing. Ah! purſued 
I, doſt thou not almoſt deſpair for having 
Tioted in ſuch falſe pleaſures? In ſhort, Asz- 
Lak, imagine all the remorſe of mind I ſuffer- 
ed, and you will not be aſtoniſhed at my 
change. 
80 LIT up E is ele to a wind 
which is not eaſy; its troubles increaſe in the 
midſt of ſilence, and retirement heightens 
them. Since I have been ſhut. up within 
theſe walls, I have done nothing but wept 
for our misfortunes. This cloyſter has re- 
Jadnded with my cries, and, like a wretch 
/Eondemned to eternal ſlavery, 1 bave: worn 
out my days in grief and ſighing. Inſtead 
af fulfilling Gop's merciful deſign upon me, 
1 have offended him; I have looked upon 
this ſacred refuge, like a frightful priſon, 
and have borne with unwillingneſs the yoke 
of the Lord. Inſtead of ſanctifying myſelf 
by a life of penitence, I haye confirmed my 
n, What a fatal wandring! But, 
+0 Kits ABELARRs 
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ArELARD, T have torn off the bandage 
which blinded me; and, if I dare rely upon 
the emotions which T have felt, I have made 
myſelf worthy. of your eſteem.. You are no 


more that amorous ABELARD, who, to gain 


a private converſation with me by night, 

uſed inceſſantly. to contrive new ways to de- 
ceive the vigilance of our obſervers. The 
misfortune. which happened to you after ſo 
many happy moments, gave you a horror for 
vice, and you inſtantly. conſecrated the reſt 
of your days to virtue, and ſeemed to ſub- 


mit to this neceſſity willingly, I indeed, 


more tender than you, and more ſenſible of 
ſoft pleaſures, bore this misfortune with ex- 


tream impatience ; you have heard my excla- 


mations againſt your enemies; you have ſeen 
my whole reſentment in thoſe letters I rote 
to you. * Twas this, without doubt, Which 
deprived: me of the eſteem of my AzELARD': 
you were alarmed at my tranſports ; and, if 
you will confeſs the truth, you perhaps de- 
{paired of my ſalvation. You could not fore- 
ſee that Hzrorss would conquer ſo reigns 
ing a paſſion: but you have been miſtaken 
ABELARD ; my . weakneſs, when ſupported: 
by grace, hath not hindered me from obtain- 
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ing a compleat victory. Reſtore me then to 
your. good opinion; your own piety dl to 
ä ſolicite you to this., | 


2 FTE e 


Bur what ſecret trouble riſes in my ſoul, 


| what unthought of motion oppoſes the reſo- 


lution I have formed of ſighing no more for 
Aperary? Juſt heaven i haye I not yet tri- 
umphed over love? Unhappy HETOISE! as 


long as thou draweſt a breath, it is decreed 
thou muſt love ABELA NDH; weep, unfortunate 
 wretch that thou art! thou never hadſt a more 


juſt occaſion. Now I ought to die with grief; 


grace had overtaken me, and I had promiſed 


to be faithful to it; but I now perjure myſelf, 
and ſacrifice even grace to AztLarD. This 
ſacrilegious ſacrifice fills up the meaſure of 
my iniquities. After this ean I hope Gop 
ſhould open to me the treaſures of his mercy? 


Have I not tired out his forgiveneſs? I be- 


gan to offend him from the moment I firſt 
ſaw ABELARD; an unhappy ſympathy engaged 


us both in a criminal commerce; and Gop 


raiſed us up an enemy to ſeparate us. I la- 
ment and hate the misfortune which hath 


| lighted upon us, and adore the cauſe. Ab, 
I ought rather to explain this accident as the 


ſecret ordinance of heaven, which diſappro- 
2 * veck 


to extirpate my paſſion. How much better 


paſſion gave us, to awaken that criminal fond- 


and huſband, but keep always that of father. 


always find me ready to follow you. I ſhall 
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ved of our engagement, and apply myſelf 


were it intirely to forget the object of it, 
than to preſerve the memory of it, ſo fatal 
to the quiet of my life and ſalvation? Great 
Gop! ſhall ABETARD always poſſeſs my 
thought? Can I never free myſelf from thoſe 
chains which bind me to him? But perhaps 

Tam unreaſonably afraid; virtue directs all 
my motions, and they are all ſubjeCt to grace. 
Fear no more, dear ABELARD, I have no long- 
er any of thoſe ſentiments, which, being de- 
ſcribed in my letters, have occaſioned you fo 
much trouble. I will no more endeavour, by 
the relation of thoſe pleaſures our new-· born 


neſs you may have for me. I free you from 
all your oaths; forget the names of lover 


J expect no more from you thoſe tender pro- 
teſtations, and thoſe letters ſo proper to keep 
up the commerce of love. I demand no- 
thing of you but ſpiritual advice and whol- 
ſome directions. The path of holineſs, how- 
ever thorny it may be, will yet appear agree- 
able when I walk in your ſteps. Lou will 
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read with more pleaſure the letters in which 
you ſhall deſcribe to me the advantages of 
virtue, than ever I did thoſe by which you 
+ fo artfully inſtilled the fatal poiſon of our 
paſſion, You cannot now be ſilent with- 
- out a crime. When I was poſſeſſed with fo 
s | violent a love, and preſſed you fo earneſtly 
| to write to me, how many letters did I ſend 
you before I could obtain one from you? 
Jou denied me, in my miſery, the only com- 
fort which was left me, becauſe you thought 
it pernicious. Jou endeavoured by ſeveri- 
ties to force me to forget you, nor can I 
blame you; but now you have nothing to 
fear. A lucky diſeaſe, which providence 
ſeemed to have chaſtiſed me with for my 
 fandtification, hath done what all human ef- 
Forts, and your cruelty, in vain attempted. 
I ſee now the vanity of that happineſs which 
we had ſet our hearts upon, as if we were 
never to have loſt it. What fears, what un- 
eaſineſs have we been obliged to ſuffer ! | 
No, Lord, there is no pleaſure upon earth, 
but that which virtue gives ! The heart amidſt 
all worldly delights feels a ſting ; it is uneaſy 
and reſtleſs, till fixed on thee. What have 


I not ſuffered, AE TAD, while I keep alive, 
in 


ch 
of 
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in my retirement, thoſe fires which ruined me 
in the world? I ſaw with horror the walls 
which ſurround me; the hours ſeemed as 
long as years. I repented a thouſand times 
the having buried myſelf here. But fince 
grace has opened my eyes, all the ſcene is 
changed. Solitude looks charming, and the 
tranquillity which I behold here enters my 
very heart. In the ſatisfaction of doing my 
duty, I feel a pleaſure above all that riches, 
pomp, or ſenſuality could afford. My quiet 
has indeed coſt me dear, I have bought it e- 
ven at the price of my love; I have offered 
a violent ſacrifice, and which ſeemed above 
my power. I have torn you from my heart, 
and be not jealous, Gop reigns there in you... " 
ſtead, who ought always to have pose it \ i 
intire. Be content with having a place in . 
my mind, which you {hall never loſe ; I ſhall 1 
always take a ſecret pleaſure in thinking of 
you, and eſteem it a glory to obey thoſe rules 
you ſhall give me. 
TuIS very moment I received a letter 
from you; Iwill read it, and anſwer it imme- 
diately. You ſhall ſee by my exactneſs in 
writing to you, that you are always dear to 
me. Lou very obligingly reproach me for 
| | delaying 


| 
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delaying ſo long to write you any news; my 
_ HUnels muſt excuſe that. I omit No opportuni- 
ties of giving you marks of my remembrance. . 
'* T thank you for the uneaſineſs you ſay my ſi- 
| lence cauſed you, and the kind fears you ex- 
preſs concerning my health. Yours, you tell 


me, is but weakly, and you thought lately 
you ſhould have died. With what indiffe- 


rence, eruel man, do you acquaint me with 


a thing ſo certain to affſict me? I told you in 


my former letter how unhappy I ſhould be if 
you died; and if you loyed me, you would 
moderate the rigour of your auſtere life. I 
repreſented to you the. occaſion I had for 
your advice, and conſequently the reaſon there 
ges you ſhould take care of yourſelf, But I 
will not tire you with the repetition of the 


ſame things. «You defire us not to forget 


you in our prayers.” Ah! dear AzzrLarD,. 


you may depend upon the zeal of this ſocie- 


ty; it is devoted to you, and you cannot juſt- 
ly charge it with forgetfulneſs. You are our 
father, we your children: you are our guide, 


and we reſign ourſelves with aſſurance in your 
piety. You command, we obey ; we faith- 
fully execute what you prudently directed. 


Me impoſe no penance on ourſelves but what 


you 


you recommend, leſt we ſnould rather follow 
an indiſereet zeal than ſolid virtue. In a word, 


nothing is thought rightly done, if without 


ABELARD'S approbation. You inform me of 
one thing that perplexes me, that you have 


heard that ſome of our ſiſters gave bad ex- 


amples, and that there is a general looſneſs 
amongſt them. Ought this to ſeem ſtrange to 
you, who know how monaſteries are filled 
now-a-days ? Do fathers conſult the inclinati- 
ons of their children when they ſettle them? 
are not intereſt and policy their only rules? this 
is the reaſon that monaſteries are often filled 
with thoſe who are a ſcandal to them. But 
I conjure you to tell me what are the irregu- 
larities you have heard of, and to teach me a 


proper remedy for them. I have not yet ob- 
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ſerved that looſneſs you mention; when 1 


have, I will take due care. I walk my round 
every night, and make thoſe I catch abroad 
return to their chambers; for I remember all 
the adventures which happened in the mona- 
ſteries near Pax rs. You end your letter with 
a general deploring of your unhappineſs, and 
wiſh for death as the end of *a troubleſome 


life, Is it Poſſible a genius ſo great as yours 
ſhould 
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ſhould never get above his paſt" misfortunes ? 
What would the world ſay, ſhould they read 
your letters as I do? Would they conſider 
+ the noble motive of your retirement, or not 
rather think you had ſhut yourſelf up only to 
lament the condition to which my uncle's re- 
venge had reduced you? What would your. 
young pupils ſay, who come ſo far to hear 
you, and prefer your ſevere lectures to the 
ſoftneſs of a worldly life, if they ſhould fee 
you ſecretly. a ſlave to your paſſions, and ſen- 
ſible of all thoſe weakneſſes from which 


, they ſo much admire, this great perſonage 
Which guides them, would loſe his fame, and 


F "Tons" are-not ſufficient to give you conſtancy. 


. 


_ in your misfortunes, caſt your eyes upon me, 
| and admire my reſolution of ſhutting myſelf. 


up by your example. I was young when we 
were ſeparated, and (if I dare believe what: 


| greeable young men might have comforted 


your rules can ſecure them? This Apzrard 


become the ſcorn of his pupils. If theſe rea- 


you were telling me) worthy. of any gentle- 
man's affections. If I Had loved nothing in 
AsELARD but ſenſual pleaſure, a thouſand a- 


me upon my loſs of him. Lou know what 
1 have done; ; excuſe me therefore from repeat- 


ing 


| dear Azzianp? one that practiſes all thoſe 
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ing it; think of thoſe aſſurances I gave you 


of loving you with the utmoſt tenderneſs. I 
dried your tears with kiſſes; and becauſe you 
were leſs powerful, I became leſs reſerved. 
Ah! if you had loved with delicacy, the oaths 
I made, the tranſports J accompanied them 
with, the innocent careſſes I profuſely gave 


you, all this ſure might have comforted you. 


Had you obſerved me to grow by degrees in- 
different to you, you might have had reaſon 


to deſpair, but you never received greater 


marks of my paſſion, than after that cruel re- 


Venge upon vou. 


Lr me ſee no more in your letters, dear 
ABELarD, ſuch murmurs againſt fortune, you 
are not the only one ſhe has perſecuted, and 
you ought to forget her outrages. What 4 
ſhame is it for a philoſopher not to be com- 
forted for an accident which might happen 
to any man? Govern yourſelf by my example. 


I was born with violent paſſions; I daily 
ſtrive with the moſt tender emotions, and glo- 


ry in triumphing and ſubjecting them to rea= | 
ſon. Muſt a weak mind fortify one that is 
ſo much ſuperior? But whither am I tran- 
ſported? Is this diſcourſe directed to my 


virtues 
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virtues he teaches? If you complain of fortune, 
it is not ſo much that you feel its ſtrokes, 
as that you cannot ſhew your enemies how 
much to blame they were in attempting to 
hurt you. Leave them, ABEEARD, to ex- 
hauſt their malice, and continue to charm 
your auditors. Diſcover thoſe treaſures of 
learning heaven ſeems to have reſerved for 
you; your enemies, ſtruck with the ſplendor 
of your reaſoning, will do you juſtice. How 
happy ſhould I be, could I fee all the world as 


intirely perſuaded: of your probity as I am? , 


Your learning is allowed by all the world; 
your greateſt enemies confeſs you are ignorant 
of nothing that the mind m man is re of 
knowing. 
Mx dear huſband ( this is vo laſt time 7 
. ſhall uſe that expreſſion) ſhall T never ſee you 
again? Shall I never have the pleaſure of 
embracing you before death? What doſt thou 
fay, wretched Herotss, doſt thou know what 
thou deſireſt? Canſt thou behold theſe lively 
eyes, without recollecting thoſe amorous glan- 


ces which have been ſo fatal to thee ? Canſt 


thou view that majeſtick air of AvELarD, 
without entertaining a jealouſy of every one 


which 


that (ces ſo n a man? That mouth 
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which eannot be looked upon without deſire; 
in ſhort, all the perſon of ABE TA RD cannot 
be viewed by any woman without danger. 
Deſire therefore no more to ſee Azz rar; if 
the memory of bim has cauſed thee ſo much 
trouble, HEeLorsz, what will not his preſence 
do? what deſires will it not excite in thy 


ſoul? how will it be poſſible for thee to keep 


bo reaſon at the ſight of ſo amiable a man? 

I will own to you what makes the greateſt 
pleafure I have in my retirement, After ha- 
ving paſſed the day in thinking of you, full 
of the dear idea, I give myſelf up at night 
to ſleep: then it is that HeLorss, who dares 
not think of you by day, reſigns herſelf en- 
tirely to the pleaſure of hearing you, and 
ſpeaking to you. I ſee you, ABELarD, and 
glut my eyes with the ſight; ſometimes you 
entertain me with. the ſtory of your ſeeret 
troubles and grievances, aud create in me a 
ſenſible ſorrow; ſometimes forgetting the 


perpetual obſtacles to our deſires, you preis 


me to make you happy, and I eaſily yield to 


your tranſports. Sleep gives you What yr 

enemies rage has deprived you of; and our 
ſouls animated with the ſame paſſion, are ſen- 
lible of the fame ne But, oh! you de- 


. lightful 


24 
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lightful illuſions, ſoft errors, how ſoon do 


you vaniſh away ! At my awaking 1 open my 


eyes and ſee no Azgtary; I ſtretch out my 
arm to take hold of him, but he is not there; 
1 call him; he hears me not. What a fool 
am I to tell you my dreams, who are inſen- 
| Gble of theſe pleaſures ? but do you,AzzrL arm, 
never ſee Herorst in your fleep? how does 
. the appear to you? do you entertain her 
With the ſame tender language as formerly, 
: When For gERT committed her to your care ? 
+ when you awake, are you pleafed or ſorry? 
. pardon me, ABELarD, pardon a miſtaken lo- 
ver. I muſt no more expect that vivacity 
from you, which once animated all your ac- 


tions. Tis no more time to require from 
you a perfect correſpondence of deſires. We 


have bound ourſelves to ſevere auſterities, and 
muſt follow them, let them coſt us ever ſo 
dear. Let us think of our duties in theſe ri- 
gours, and make a good uſe of chat neceſſity 
Which keeps us ſeparate. You, ABE LARb, will 
is happily finiſh your courſe, your deſires and am- 
ditions will be no obſtacle to your ſalvation. 


Hz: oisz only tuſt lament, ſhe only muſt 


Weep, without being certain whether all her 
| noi "On be * or nat to her ſalvation. 


„ 1 
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Thad like to have ended my letter with - 
out acqualnting you with what happened here 
a few days ago. A young nun, who was 
one of thoſe who are forced to take up with a 
convent without any examination, whether. it 


will ſuit with their tempers or not, is, by a 


ſtratagem I know nothing of, eſcaped, and, 
as they ſay, fled with a young gentleman the 
was in love with, into Exc6ranD. I have 


ordered all the houſe to conceal the matter. 


Ah, ABELARD! if you were near us, theſe diſor- 
ders would not happen. All the ſiſters, charm- 
ed with ſeeing and hearing you, would think 
of nothing but practiſing your rules and di- 
rections. The young nun had never formed 
ſo criminal a deſign as that of breaking her 
vows, had you been at our head to exhort us 
to live holily. If your eyes were witneſles of 
our actions, they would be innocent. When we 
ſlipt, you would lift us up and eſtabliſh us by 
your counſels ; we ſhould march with ſure 
ſteps in the rough paths of virtue. I begin 
to perceive, ABELARD, that I take too much 
pleaſure in writing to you. I ought to burn 
my letter. It ſhews you I am ſtill engaged 


in a deep paſſion for you, tho? at the begin- 


ning of it I deſigned to perſuade you the con- 
R 2 trary; 
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trary; I am ſenſible of the motions both of 
grace and paſſion, and by turns yield to each. 
Have pity, AnELARD, of the condition to 
which you have brought me, and make in 
ſome meaſure the latter days of my life as 
quiet, as wes firſt have —__ FRO on dil. 
e e 
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LETTER V. 
ABELARD toHzrton, 


Abelard, having at laſt conquered the remains of his 
unhappy paſſion, had determined ta put an end to (6 
erous a correſpondence as that between Heloile 
hin. The following letter therefore, tb 
: wires with no leſt concern than his former, is free 
from mixtures of a worldly paſſion, aud is full of 
the warmeſt ſentiments of piety, and the moſt mou- 
ing exhortallons.. 


RITF no more to me, Heroise, 


write no more to me; *tis time to end 
a commerce which makes our mortifications 


of no advantage to us.. We retired from the 
world to ſanctify ourſelves ;- and, by a con- 
duct. directly contrary to chin morality, 
we become odious to Jesvs Cnrrsr. Let us 
no more deceive ourſelves, by flattering our- 
ſelves with the remembrance of our' paſt 
pleaſures ; we ſhall make our lives trouble- 
ſome, and we ſhall be incapable of reliſhing 
the ſweets of ſolitude. Let us make a good 
uſe of our auſterities, and no longer preſerve 
the ideas of our crimes amongſt the ſeverities 
of penitence. Let .a mortification of body 
and mind, à ſtrict faſting, continual ſolitude, 

R 3 profound 
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refer and holy meditations, and a ſincere 


love of Gop, ſucceed our former _ 


larities. 


LE r us try to carry 3 geben 
to a very difficult point. Tis beautiful to 
find in chriſtianity minds fo diſengaged from 
the earth, from the creatures and themſelves, 
that they ſeem to act independently of thoſe 
bodies they are joined ta, and to uſe thera 
as their ſlaves. We can never raiſe ourſelves 
to too great heights, when Gop is the object. 
Be our endeavours never ſo great, they wil 
always come ſhort of reaching that exalted 
divinity, which even our apprehenſions can» 
not reach. Let us act for Gov's glory inde- 
'  Pendent of the creatures or ourſelves, with- 
out any regard to our own deſires, or the ſen- 
timents of others. Were we in this temper 
of mind, Heros, I would willingly make 
my abode at the Paxacrers.. My earneſt 
care for a houſe I have founded, would draw 
a thouſand bleſſings on it. I would inſtruct 
it by my words, and animate it by my ex- 
ample. I would watch over the lives of my 
liſters, and would command nothing but what 
I myſelf would perform. I would direct you 
to pray, meditate, labour, and keep vows of 


Gilence ; 


ere 


duties which you ought to know, and fatif- 


your reaſon might occaſion. I would be your 


according to the different characters of thoſe 


tingniſn, and mine is full of trouble and un- 
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ſuence; and I would myſelf pray, meditate, | 
labour, and be ſilent. * 7 

Ho WE VER when I ſpoke, it ſhould be 
to lift you up when you ſhould fall, to ſtreng- + iſ 
then you in your weakneſſes, to enlighten you 
in that darkneſs aud obſcurity which might 
at any time ſurpriſe you. I would comfort 
you under thoſe ſeverities uſed by perſons of 
great virtue. I would moderate the vivacity of 
your zeal and piety; and give your virtue an e- 
ven temperament: I would point out thoſe 


fy you in thoſe doubts which the weakneſs of 


maſter and father; and, by a marvelous talent, 
I would become lively, flow, ſoft, or ſevere, 


I ſhould guide in the painful path of chriſtian 
perfection. i 
Bor whether does my vain imagination 
earry me? Ah, HETOISs EI how far are we 
from ſuch a happy temper ? Your heart ſtill 
burns with that fatal fire which you cannot ex- 


eaſmeſs. Think not, HETols g, that I enjoy 
here a perfect peace; I will, for the laſt time, 
open my heart to you; I am not yet diſen- 

gaged 
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gaged from you: I fight againſt my exceſſive 
tenderneſs for you; yet, in ſpite of all my en- 
deavours, the remaining frailty makes me'but 
too ſenſible of your ſorrows, and gives me 
a ſhare in them. Your letters have indeed 
moved me; I could not read with indifference 
characters wrote by that dear hand. I ſigh, 
I weep, and all my reaſon is ſcarce ſufficient 
to conceal my weakneſs from my pupils. 
This, unhappy Hzroiss !' is the miſerable 
condition of ABETARD. The world, which 


fy, and, as if I had loved only in you the 
forgot you; but what a miſtake is this! 
when we ſeparated, that ſhame and grief 
for having been ſo cruelly uſed made me a- 


bandon the world. *Twas not, as you know, 
a ſincere repentance for having offended Gov, 
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ing: however, I conſidered the aceident which 
happened to us as a ſecret deſign of provi- 
dence to puniſh our crimes; and only looked 


vengeance. Grace drew me into an ASYLUM, 
6-158 where 


*, 


generally errs in its notions, thinks I am ea- 
_ gratification of ſenſe, imagines I have now 


People indeed were not miſtaken in thinking 


which inſpired me with a deſign of retir- 


upon Fur BERT as the inſtrument of divine 


9 5 


where I might yet have remained, if the 
rage of my enemies would have permitted; 
I have endured all their perſegutions, not 
doubting but Gov himſelf raiſed them up in 
order to purify me. 

Wu he ſaw me perfectly obedient to 
his holy will, he permitted that I ſhould ju- 
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ſtify my doctrine; I made its purity publick, 


and ſhewed in the end that my faith was not 
only orthodox, but allo perfectly clear from 
even the ſuſpicion of novelty. 

I ſhould be happy if I had none to fear but 
my enemies, and no other hindrance to my 
ſalvation but their calumny; but HR TOS E, 
you make me tremble : your letters declare 
to me that you are enſlaved to a fatal paſſion ; 
and yet if you cannot conquer it, you can- 
not be ſaved; and what part would you have 


me take in this caſe? Would you have me 


ſtifle the inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt? Shall 
I, to ſooth you, dry. up thoſe tears which 
the evil ſpirit makes you ſhed ? Shall this be 


the fruit of my meditations ? No: let us be 
more firm in our reſolutions; we have not 


retired but in order ta lament our ſins, and 


to gain heaven; let. us then reſign ourſelves | 


to Gop with all our heart. 


I know 


* 
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1 know every thing in the beginning is 

| diſſieult, but it is glorious to undertake the 
beginning of a great action, and that glory 
increaſes proportionably, as the difficulties, 
are more conſiderable, We ought-upon. this. 
account to ſurmount bravely - all-obſtacles 
which might binder. us. in the practice of chri- 
ſtian virtue. In a monaſtery men ate proved 
as gold in the furnace. No one can continue 


long there, unleſs he r hs” ab the yoke. 


of our Lord. 


14 1 5 
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ATTEMPT: tobrcak ebe chains 


which bind you to the fleſh ; and if by the 


aſſiſtance of grace you are ſo happy as to ac? 


compliſh this, I entreat you to think of me 
in your prayers. Endeavour With all your 
- {ſtrength ig be the pattern of a perfect chri- 


ſtian; it is difficult, I confeſs, but not im- 


poſſible; and I expect this beautiful triumph 


from your teachable diſpoſition. If your firſt 


endeavours prove weak, give not yourſelf up 
to deſpair ; that would he cowardice : beſides, 
I would have you informed, that you muſt 
neceſſarily take great pains, becauſe you ſtrive 
to conquer a terrible enemy, to extinguiſh 
raging fire, and to reduce to ſubjection your 
deareſt affections: you muſt fight againſt your 
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own deſires; be not therefore preſſed down 
with the weight of your corrupt nature. Tou 
have to do with a cunning adverſary, who 
will uſe all, means to ſeduce you; be always 
upon your, "guard. While we live we are 


expoſed 0 temptations; this made a great 


ſaint ſay? that the. whole life of man was 
a temptation : the Devil, who never ſleeps, 


Walks continually around us, in order to ſur- 


priſe | os; on ſome unguarded fide, and enters 
into our ſoul to deſtroy it. 

Ho REE A perfect any one may Vo yet 
he may all! into temptations, and perhaps in- 
to ſuch as may be uſeful. Nox i it wonder 
ful that man ſhould never pt from 
them, becauſe he always hath in himſelf their 
ſource, concupiſcence ; ſcarce are we delivered 
from one temptation, but another attacks us. 
Such is the lot of the poſterity of Apan, 
that they ſhould always have ſomething to 


| ſuffer, beEauſe they have forfeited their pri- 


mitive happineſs. We vainly flatter ourſelves 
that we ſhall conquer temptations by flying; 
if we join not patience and humility, we 
Jhall torment ourſelves to no purpoſe. ' We 


Hall more an, compaſs our end by im- 


e 
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1 | placing Gov?s alliance, than! by uſing any 
means drawn from ourſelves. 

a Be copſtant, HE Tote, truſt in Gop, and 
you will fall into few temptations ; whenever 
they ſhall come, ſtifle them in their-Birth; let 
them not take root in your heart. Apply 
remedies to a diſeaſe, faid an ancient, in its 
beginning, for when it hath gained ſtrength, 
medieines will be unavailable : - temptations 
have their degrees, they are at firſt meer 
thoughts, and do not appear dangerous; the 

> Imagination receives them without any fears; 
a pleaſure is formed out of them, we pauſe 
upon it, and at laſt we yield to it. 

Do you now, Herorse, applaud my de- 
ſign of making you walk in the ſteps of the 
ſaints? Do my words give you any reliſh for 

penitence? have you not remorſe for your 

wandrings, and do you not wiſh you could, 
like MacDarttx, waſh our ſaviour's feet with 
your tears? If you have not yet theſe ardent 
emotions, pray that he would infpire them. 

I ſhall never ceaſe to recommend you in my 
prayers, and always beſeech him to aſſiſt you 
in your deſign of dying holily. You have 
quitted the world, and what object was wor- 
thy to detain you there! 2 lift up your eyes 


always 
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to him to whom you have conſęcrated the 


reſt of your days. Life upon this earth is 
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9 2 or 4 
"| | : 


miſery. The very neceſſities to Which our WY . 


body is ſubject here are matter of affliction 


to a ſaint. Lord, (faid the royal prophet,) 


deliver me from my neceſſities ! They are 


wretched who do not know themſelves for 


ſuch, and yet they ate more wretched 'who 
know their miſery, and do not hate the cor- 
ruption of the age. What fools are men to 
engage themſelves to earthly things! They 


will be undeceived' one day, and will know, 


but too late, how mach they have been to 
blame in loving ſuch falſe good. Perſons tru- 
1y pious are not thus miſtaken; "they are diſ- 
engaged from all ſenſual pleaſures, and raiſe 


their deſires to heaven. Begin, Heros: ; 
put your deſign” in execution without delay 1 


you have yet time enough to work out your 
ſalvation- Love Caxisr, and deſpiſe yourſelf 
for his fake. He would poſſeſs your heart, 


and be the ſole object of your ſighs and tears; 
ſeek for no comfort but in him. I you 255 
not free yourſelf from me, you" will fall with 


me; but if you quit me, and give up your- 


ſelf to him, you will be ſtedfaſt and immov- 
able. if you: force the Lord to forfake you, 


8 J 
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'Y 3 faithful to him, you will be always in joy. 
= Macpaien wept, as thinking, the Lord had 


IJ their own ſanctification, and, in acquitting 


1 forſaken her; but MazTha ſaid, ſee the Lord 
s calls you: Be diligent in your duty, and o- 
bey faithfully the.motions of his grace, and 
Js$vs will remain always with you. 

ATTEN D, HELOlsR, to ſome inſtructions 
T have to give you: you are at the head of 
2 ſociety, and you know there is chis diffe- 
rence between thoſe who lead a prixate life, 
and ſuch as are charged with the conduct of 
dthers ; that the firſt need only labour for 


themſelves of their duties, are not obliged to 


practiſe all the virtves..in ſuch an apparent 
manner; whereas they who have the conduct 


| of others entruſted to them, -aught by their 


example to engage them to do all the good 
they are eqpable of in their condition. I be- 
ſieech you to attend to this truth, and ſo to 
follow it, as that your whole life may be a 
perfect. model of that of a religious recluſe. 
God, who heartily deſires our ſalvation, 
hath made all the means of it eaſy to us. In 
the old teſtament he 3 
les of the law what he er of us, chat 


" <3, 
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we might not Be de wildered in ſerking after his 
will. In the new teſtament he Hath written "I Þ 
that law of grace in Our hearts, to the intent 
that it might be always preſent with'us ;-and 
knowing: the weakneſs and incapacity of our 
nature, he hath given us grace to perform 
his will; and, as this were not enough, he 
hath, at all times, in all ſtates of the church, 
raiſed up men, who by their exemplary life 
might excite others to their duty. To effet 
this, he hath choſen perſons of every age, 
ſex, and condition: Strive now to unite in 
your ſelf all: thoſe virtues which have been 
ſeattered in theſe different ſtates. Have the 
purity of virgins, the auſterity of anchorites, 
the zeal of paſtors and biſhops,. and the con- 
ſtanoy of martyrs. Be exact in the courſe 
of your whole life to fulfil the duties of a ho- 
ly and enlightened ſuperior, and then death, 
which is commonly conſidered as renrble, 

will appear agreeable to you. Þ*© 
% The death of his faints, (ſays the pro- 
phet) is precious in the ſight of the lord”. 
Nor is it difficult to comprehend why their 
death ſhuuld have this advantage over that of 
ſinners. I have remarked three things which 
e have given the prophet an occaſion of 
ſpeaking 
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4 * / 2 om. 1 one x gotate o of 
_ their;guod works. And Hal 1e wet 
they gain over the Peru. 
A aint who has aceuBamed bi delt ap fub- 
mix. to the will of Gop, yields to death with- 
out nelaftanee.” He, waits with joy (ſays St. 
GREGORY), for the judge who. is to reward 
bim ; be fears no>to:quit this miſerable mortal 
lies in orden to begin an immortal happy one. 
It is not ſo with the ſinner, ſays the ſame fa- 
ther; he fears, and, with reaſon, he trembles 
| at, the, approach of the leaſt ſckneſs; death 
is terrible to him, becauſe. he cannot bear the 
F of an offended. judge, and, having 
2 often abuſed the grace of Gop, he ſees 
2. YO avoid. westen due te his 
ins. ret vl rote WOT 73 
Dur ſaints — beſides this: advantage 
oyer ſinners „that, having-made-works of pie - 
ty familiar to them during their life, they ex- 
in without trouble, and having gain- 
ed new, ſtrengths againſt the Devil every time 
they overeame him, they will find themſelves. 
in a condition at the hour of death to obtaih 
that xietory over him, on e. ee | 
70 ¹Eõ,§; rm sq f M 2 ela 
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hy! It is becauſe there are ſo few who love 


All the ſaints have been afflicted, and our ſa- 


what yon do not bear it with Wee ee, 
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eternity, and me blefled union of their ſouls 4 * 
m_ their creator. * E: F 9 | 
I hope, Hz os, that, anrkericy depton "2 


ed the irregularities of your paſt life, you 
will die (as the prophet prayed) the death 
of the righteous. - Ah k how few are there 
who make their end after this manner? And 


the eroſs of CuRtSrH Every one would be 
ſaved, but feẽ will uſe thofe means which 
religion preſeribes: And yet we can be faved 
by nothing but the croſß; why then do we 
refuſe to bear it? Hath nor our ſaviour bork 
be us, and died for us, to the end that 
we might alſo bear it, and deſire to die alſo? 


viour himſelf did not paſs one hour of his _ | 
without ſome ſorrow. Hope not therefore 

to be exempted from ſufferings. » The eroſs, 
Hzx018x; is always at hand: but take care 


ſo doing you will make it more heavy, and 
vou will be oppreſſed by it unproſitably. On 
the-edtitrary, if you bear it with affection 
and courage, all your ſufferings will ereate in 
you a holy confidence, whereby you il find 
OO ORs r 
My 


My; Ames — © take up your 


“ crofs and follow me.” Oh Hzronz! de 


vos dbubt ? Is- not your ſoul raviſhed at ſo 
DE ſaving a command? Are you deaf to his voice? 
Are you inſenſible to words ſo fall of kindneſs? 


demands you, and is more to be feared, if you 
light his affection, than any profane lover. 
Provok' dat your eontemꝑt and ingratitude, he 


his vengeance, How ill you ſuſtain his pre. 


tot you. What anſwer can you make? He 
will, then be implacable. He will ſay to you, 


4 E L ſeparated you from the world to purify you 
. endeavoured to ſave you, and you took. 


take the portion of the reprobates. 


On, Hxxolsx, prevent theſe end 
and: avoid, by a holy courſe, the puniſtunent 
prepared for ſinners. I dare not: give you a 


1 pv thoſe dreadful. torments which 
' the conſequences. of ia life of guilt. 1 


* | ann 


Beware, HzLo1sx,,of refuſing a-buſband who 


will turn his love into anger, and make you feel 


ſence, when you. hall ſtand before his tribunal? 
He will reproach. you fon having deſpiſed his 
grace 3 he will repreſent to you his ſufferings 


eee ene 


"29 proud ereature, d well in everlaſting flames: 
in ſolitude, and you did not ſeeond my deſign; 


pains to deſtroy, youtrſelf: go, ape 
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they feel increaſes all their torments. Can a- 
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am led with horror, when they offer them- a 
ſelves to my imagination: and yet, HR OoSðf , 
I-can conceive nothing which can reach ö,,j "Ml 
tortures of the damned; the fire which we 0 
ſee upon earth, is but the ſhadow of that | 
which burns them? and without enumerating 
their endleſs pains, the loſs of Gop which 


21 


ny one fin who is perſuaded of this? My 
Gon i can we dare to offend thee? ' Tho 
the riches of thy mercy could not engage us 
to love thee, the dread of being thrown into 
ſuch an abyſs of miſery, ſnould reſtrain us from 
doing any thing which might diſpleaſe thee! 

I queſtion not, HI OE, but yo will here 
after apply yourſelf in good earneſt to che bu- 
ſineſs of your ſalvation: This ought to be 
your whole concern. Baniſn me therefore 
for ever from your heart; tis the beſt advice 
I can give you: For the remembrance of a 
perſon we have loved criminally cannot but 
be hurtful, whatever advances we may have 
made in the ways of virtue. When you have 
extirpated your unhappy inclination towards 
me, the practice of every virtue will become 
-ealy ; and when at laſt your life is conform- 
able to that of Wat death will be deſir- 

able 


0 ” * ? 
: pu 2 : 


ys 
o 


| WY 
'# 


212 Anziany toHzror sx. 


able to ven » Yeur ſoul will vnn leave 
cis body, and direct its flight to heaven. 
SY Then gon will appear with confidence before 
Jour reprobation 1 of ifey 
Ge of ay glory, end enjoy the eternal. res 
ward I have eee for thoſe virtues yo 

8 W * L; I 1 This is abe laſt 
adyice of your dear A8z148D ; this laſt time, 
let me perſuade yon to follow the holy rules 
of the goſpel. Heaven grant that your heart, 
once ſo ſenſible of my love, maꝝ now yield to 
be directed hy my neal . May che idea of your 
loving A#zLarD, always prefent toyour;mind, 
bene changed into the image of ABT Ann, 
truly penitent; and may you ſhed as many 
1 n. as you ove _ 
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The ARGUMENT. SHY 


Abelard and Eloifa fouriſhed ; in the twelfth en 
they w e twa of the ne rſons of 
heir age in learnin auty, but pr nothing 
more famous than Nee unfortunate paſſion. af- 
tet a long courſe of calamities, they retired each to 
. a ſeveral convent, ang. conſecrated the remainder of 
their days to religion. It was many years after this 
Teparation, that a letter of Abelard's to a friend, 
Which contained the *. of his — . ell 
into the hiidds of Eloiſa. This awak&ting al 
tenderneſe thoſe celebrated — t 
of which the jc neg is partly extracted) which 
give ſo lively a picture of the ſiruggles of grace and 
| mtu, virtue and paſſion, 
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I theſe deep . 1 nad not 
Where heav'nlyepenſive comemplation duelle, 


Aud ever-muling, melancholly teigns + 7 
What means this tumult in a Veſtal's. veins? ? © 
j 


Why rove my thoughts beyond this, laſt retreat? 

Why feels my heart is lopg forgotten heat? 
Yet, yet I love I. em Abelard it came, 
And Elo iſa yet muſt kiſs the name. A l 8 6 
Dear fatal name ! reſt ever unte veabd, Ne 
Nor paſs theſe lips in holy ſilence ſeal'd;,_ ...._. * 
1 


. —_— 
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1 44.1 


Hide it, my heart, within that cloſe diſguiſe, . 

Where, mix'd with God's, his loy'd. . 5 

N write it not, my hand the name appears r 
[ready written——wall-it out my.tears 1 

In vain loſt Eloifa veeps and prays, 1 

Her heart flill 120 Tae band of 
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A | Relentleſs walls ! whoſe Ane pd contains | 
q þ WG ſighs, and voluntary pains : 
= Yerugged rocks! which holy knees have worn; 
Ye grots and caverns I ſhagg d with horrid thorn 1 20 
-, Shrines! where Sari pale - ey d virgins keep, 
- And pitying ſaints, whoſe ſtatues learn to weep l 
' | Tho' cold like you, unnd d and ſelent grown, 
I have not yet forgot myſelſ to ſtone. 
Heav'n elaims/ me all in vain, while N 
Still rebel nature holds out ha 'my b 3 
Nor pray rs nor faſts its ſtubborn ae . 
Nor tears, for ages, taught to flow in van. Nan 7 
Soon as thy lettars trembling Nuheloſe, 
That well-known name awakens all e. 75 5 
Oh name ſor ever fad?! for ever dents: nn 
still breath in fighs, ſtill uſher wirt a iſe 
I nemble tos fete er ly own I EAA 
Some dire misfortune ſollows cloſe on." * 5 
| bs afier line my going eyes wehe, . 
Led chro- 4 fad variety of woes 
= Now warm in love, now with ring in thy den 
=. Loſt in a convent's ſoli tary gloom! 0 
There ſtern religion quench'd th*-unwilting fins? 
There dy the beſt of paſſions; love and fame. 40 
Yet write, oll, Write me all, that I may n 
Griefs to thy grieſs, and echo ſighs 1 to'thine; 
Nor foes nor fortune take this powT away, ß 
Aud ib m Abelard lcfs kind than they ? 
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Tan fill u me, and thoſe I need not ſpate, iet 


Love but demands what elſe were ſhed in proy'vy = * 
No bappier task theſe faded eyes purſue : 


To read and weep is all they now can do. 


Then ſhare thy pain, allow that ſad relief: 7 
Ah, more than ſhare it] give me all thy grieſ. 58 
Heav'n firſt taught Jetters for ſome wretch's aid;- :: 19.1 
Some baniſhed lover, or ſome captive maid ; :-:! // 11:7 


They live, they ſpeak, they breathe what love ne | 


Warm from-the ſoul, and faithful to its _ _ 
The virgin's wiſh without her ſears impart, _ 78 


Excuſe the bluſh, and pour out all the deu. ; ati 


Speed the ſoft intercourſe from foul to ſoul. 
And waft a figh from Indus to the Pole. 
Thou know'ſt bow guiltleſs ſirſt J met thy 8 
When love approach d me under . $ t i 
My fancy formed thee of angelic kind, 2 108 
Some emanation of th” all- beautegus "ee 34 
Thoſe ſmilingeyes, attemp'ring-every ray, --/ _ 11 


Shone ſweetly, lambent with celeſtial day. I 2 


Guiltleſs 1 gaz'd ; heav'n liſten'd while you ſung; 
And truths * divine came mended from that tongue. 


From lips like thoſe what precept fail'd to moxe? 


Too ſoon they taught me twas no fin to lese _- 


Back thro? the paths of pleaſing ſenſe I ran, 


14. 
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Nor wiſh'd an angel, whom 1 lov'd a mn. 70 
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Al. war her preceptor in philoſophy and divinity. 
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Nor envy them that heav'n 1 loſe for thee,” 
Ho oft when preſs'd to marriage have TM | 
" - Curſe on all laws but thoſe which love has made? | 
Love, free bs alr, at "fight of human W 
Spreads his light wings, and in a momem flies. 
Let wealth, let hanour, wait the wedded dame, 
Avgult her deed; and ſacred be her fate; 
| Before tine paſſion all thoſe views remove. 
Fame, wealth, and henour! what are you to _ * 
The jcalous God, when we proſane hisfires, 
\ Thoſe reſtleſs paſſons in revenge inſpires, * 
And bids; them make miſtaken mortals +" 
Who ſeek in love for ouglit but love alone. 
Shauld at my feet the world's great maſter fall, 
Himſelf, his throne, his world, I'd ſtorn em als 1 
Net Czfar's empreſs-would I deign to prove; | 


» wt Wd A 1 


tos." it. 


No, make niemniſtreſs to xhe man I love; 


If there. be yet another name more free, 
More fond than miſtreſs, make me that to thee * 90 


oh Happy ſtate! When ſouls each other draw, * 


"When love is liberty; and nature, law: 

All then is full, poſſeſſing, and poſſeſs d, 

No craving void left aking In the breaſt « | 
Ev'n thought meets thought, ere from the wy it part, 
And cath warm wiſh ſprings mutual from the heart. 
This ſure is bliſs, (if bliſs on earth there be) 

And once the-lot of Abglard and me, 
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- Still drink delicious poiſon from thy eye, 
Pant on thy lip, and to thy heart be preſs'd; 
_ Giveall thou canſt—and let me dream the 1 2 
Ab no inſtru& me other joys to prize, 
| With other beauties charm my partial 2 
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Alas how chang' d- i Fadden-horrors: riſe? 
A naked lover bound and bleeding lies? 10 
Where, where was Helolſe? her voice, her band, 
Her poniaid had oppos'd the dire command. 


Barbarian ſtay ! that bloody ſtroke reſtrain; ere 


The crime was common, common be the pain 
I ean no more; by ſhame, by rage ſuppreſt: 
Let tears and burning bluſhes ſpeaks. the reſt. 
Canſt thou forget that ſad, that ſolemn day, 
When victims at yon' altar's. ſoot we lay? 7); 
Canſt thou ſorget what tears that moment ſell, 
When, warm in youth, I bade the world farewell? 


A with cold lips I kiſs'd the ſacred veil, | 114 
The ſhrines all trembled, and the lamps grew ** 3 


Heav'n;ſcarce believ d the conqueſt it ſurvey d, 

And ſaints with wonder heard the vows I made. 
Yet then, to thoſe dread altars as I drew, . 
Not on the croſs my eyes were fix'd, but you: An 
Not grace, or zeal, love only was my cal, 
And if I loſe thy love, 1 loſe my all. PIP 
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Come with thy looks, thy words, relieve my woe: 


Thoſe ſtill at leaſt are left thee to beſtow. 129 


Still on that breaſt enamour'd let me lie, 
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| - Fol Sue all che bright abode, 5 f 
a. make my ſoul quit Abelard for God. 
A , ink at leaſt thy flock deſerves thy N 
Plants of thy hand, and children of thy pray'r. ' th 
From ibe falſe world in early youth they ed, 
From thee to mountains, wilds, afid deſarts led. 
/ You * raid thefe kallow'd walls; the defart . 

No weeping Wurf au his father's des * 
Our ſhrines irradiate, or embiaae hs; 


No filver ſaints, by dying miſers given; © . 

"Here iib'4 the tage of ifrequitted keavin's 
Vat fuch plain r6ofs as pitty could taiſe, 
F AriFolfly'votal with the thiker's praiſe. © 149 


| In theſe löne walls, (theit day's eternal bountl ' 
| | Theſe mofs- grown domes with Ipiry turrets abe, | 
Were awful arches make + nobn - day night, * 


And the dim windows ſhed afolctwin light: a 
Thy eyes diffus u 2 feconeiling rar, 02 | 
And gleams of glory brighten'd all the day. 1A 
But nos no kit divine kohtentment Wweats. 
cxpis all blank ſadheſs, or cominunl tears = 4 q 
| See, how the fore# of othets ptay' rs Fry, © 


i (Oh pious fradd bf anions charity) * 
But why ſhould Ton others pray'rs depend? 
Come tou, wy RE n n mu. 
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The dying gales that pant upon the nan... 


Or lull to reſt the viſionary maid. 


| Sad proof how well a lover can obey ! 5 
Death, only death, can break the laſting chain; 


Here all its ſrailties, all its flames reſign, 


Sprung it from piety, or from deſpair ? ' 180 


ee to AnnLAnD. 221 


Ah, let thy bendenaid, ſiſter, daughter, move, i 
And, all thoſe tender names in one, thy love ! 
The darkſom pines that o'er yon” rocks reclin d 

Wave high, and murmur to the hollow wind, 

The wand'ring ſtreams that ſhine between the bills, 
The grots that echo to the tinkling rills. f 


The lakes that quiver to the curling breeze: 168 
No more theſe ſcenes my meditation aid, 


But o'er the twilight groves, and dusky caves, 
Long-ſounding illes, and intermingled graves, . _. 
Black melancholy ſits, and round her throws = 
A death-like filence, and a dread repoſe: 
Her gloomy preſence. ſaddens all the ſcene, 
Shades ev'ry flow'r, and darkens ev'ry green, 
Deepens the murmur of the falling floods. 
And breathes a brownes horror on the woods. 90 
vet hert for ever. ever muſt I ay; 


And here, ev'n then, ſhall my cold duſt remain, 


And wait, till *tis no fin to mix with thine, 

Ah wretch ! believ'd the ſpouſe of God in vain, 
Conſeſsd within the ſlave of love and man. 
Aſſiſt me heav'n ! but whence aroſe that pray'r, 
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. he Where frozen chaftity re res, 
Tove finds an altar for forb:0dtn fires,” Sud! 
4 J ouglit do yrieve, but cannot What 1 ri 
I mqpurn the lover, not lament te fauft: 3 5 
1 en my ime,” dat Kindle at ue ven, MW 6 
Repent old pleaſures, and Mich ne.: 
ow turn d to hent'n, 1 weep. ay pt ſine, 
B 0 ow think of thee, and curfe my * 6; 
of all aheon taught a lover Vet. 
is ſure the hardeſt ſcience 0 Were! 
How fall 1 lofe the ſin, yet keep +" 
And love th* offender, yet deteſt a offence? 
Ho the deat object from the crime remove, 
Or how diltinguiſti penitenee from love ? 5 4 M0 
Unequal kk ! 4 paſſion co reſig g 
For hearts To touch'd, ſo pierc'd; fo loft as bine 

Fer ſuch a Toul repains its peaceful flate. 7 

How often muſt it love, how often hate? 

How often hope, deſpair, reſent, regret, 

_ Conceal, dif- ind all things but forget! © 200 
But let heav'n ſeize it, all at once "is M,. 
Not touch'd, but rapt, not waken' d, bit inſpir da? 

oh come! oh teach me nature to ſubdue, . 
” Renounce my love, my life, myſelf ——and your: 
Fill my fond heart with God alone, for he 
Alone can rival, can ſucceed to thee, \ 
How happy is the blameleſs veſtal's lot! 50 5 
de world 8 by the world forgot: 
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ExbrBA to an 1223. 
Eternal ſun-ſhine bf the ſpotleſs mind! 


| 


Labour and teſt, that/equal periods keep'y''s” GF 
Obedient ſlumbers that can wake and weepß ; 
Defires compos d, aſſections ever even 
Tears that del igbt, and ſighs that waſt rages 8 
Stace ſkines around her with ſereneft beams, 


And whifp'ring angels prompt her golden dreams. 


* 


For her the ſpouſe ptepates the bridal fing, 


For ber white virgitis Hyttiehzals fing; 1 
For her w wn MIO AY Een bin Aae . 


And wings of Seraphs ſhed divine perſumes. 2306 


To ſounds of heàv'nly hbrps the = N 144 

And meſts in vifions of eternal day. Nd 4 
unge dreams mpeg bud anpoy N 

Far other raptüres of unholy joy: 1 bf 


When at the cloſe of each ſad, fbrtowing nag 
Fancy reſtores what vehgeance fhatch'd away, 


Then conſcience ſleeps, and lenving nature free, 


All my loofe ſoul unbounded ſprings to thee. © 
O curft, dear horrors of all conſcious nigbt! | 
How glowing guilt exaſts the keen nap 9 B2 4 oy 


Provoking dæmous all refiraint remove, 
And ſtir within me ev'ry ſource of love. 3 
I hear thee, view thee, gaze ver all thy chars, 


And round thy phantom glue my claſp ing arm. 
J wake: — nd more 1 hear, no more 1 view, 


The phantom flies me, ns unkind as you. * , 


| I call 
- 


1 
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Each pray'r getepted, wth wit gy 015 — 9 
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call oat; it hears not what ſay 4 Litres RB 
Iftretch my empty arms; it glides away. St: 
Wo dream once more I cloſe my willing eyes ; = © 
Le ſoft illuſions, dear deceits, ariſe!  _ 240 T. 
Alas no more - methinks we wand'ring go... Tl 


Thro' dreary waſtes, and weep each other's woe, W 
Where cound ſome mould ring tow r pale ivy ereeps, I W 
And lo- brow d rocks hang nodding o'er the deeps. Ar 
Sudden yon mount, you beckon from the skies; Or 


Clouds inter poſe, | waves roar, and winds ariſe, pr 
I ſhriek, ſtart up, the ſame ſad proſpect find, Inn 
And wake to all the grieſs I left behind. W 


For thee the fates, ſeverely kind, ordain | 
A cool ſuſpence from pleafure and from pain: 250 Ki 


Thy liſe a long dead calm of fixt repoſe; _ W 
No pulſe that riots, and no blood that glows. IA. 
Still as the ſea, ere winds were taught to blow, Ce 
Or moving ſpirit bade. the waters flow ; 0 
Soft as the flumbers of a faint ſorgiv'n, Ce 
And mild as opening gleams of promis d heav 'n. Bl 
Come Abelard! for what haſt thou to dread? _ ＋ 
The torch of Venus burns not for the dead. _ = 
Nature ſtands check'd; religion diſapproves ; _ an 
Ev'n thou art cold yet Elo iſa loves. 260 [A1 
Ah hopeleſs, laſting flames ! like thoſe that burn 
To light the dead, and warm ih unſruitful urn. N R 
What ſcenes appear, where · e er I turn my view, * 


The dear ideas where I fly, Purſus RR 
[iz | * Riſe. 
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Riſe in the grove,” before the altar riſe, ; 
Stain all my ſoul and Watiton' in my nu” c 
1 vate the matiſi lamp in'fighs for thee,” h T6 
Thy image ſteals between my Cod 3 5 
Thy voice I ſeetnitvev'ry hymn to hear, s 
With ev'ry bead I drop too [oft a tear. oY" 2975 
„ | When from the cenſet clouds of fragrance roll, 
And ſwelling organs lift the riſing ſou . 
One thought of thee puts all the pomp to fligbt, 
Prieſts, tapers, ' temples, Fwith before my fights 
In ſeas of flame my plunging ſoul is drown'd; 
While altars blaze, and angels tremble round. 
While proftrate hete in humble grief Ilie, 
o Kind, virtuous drops juſt gath'fing in my eye, 
While praying, tremblintz, in the duſt t _— 
And dawnityg grite is opening on my ou: ho 
Coms, if thou dar'ſt, all charmin g as thou att 
Oppoſe thyſelf to Keav'n; diſpute my heatt; 
Come with one glance of thoſe cen eyes, 
Blot out each bright idea of the skies: 
Take back that grate, thbft ſorrows, and thoſe ters; 
Take back my fuitfeſs penitence and prays; 
Snatch me, juſt mounting, from the bleſt abode ; 
60 Aſſiſt the fiends, and tear me from thy God! 048 
No, fly me, fly me! far as Pole from Pole; 
Riſe Alps between us! and whole oceans roll * hs 
Ah. come not, write not; think not once of me, 
Vor ſhare one pang of all P felt for thee. * 
ST .. - : Thy 
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226 | ELor $A to ABEI ARD. | 


Thy oaths I quit, thy memory. reſipn+- - 
Forget, renounce me, hate whate'er was da. . 
Fair eyes, and tempting looks (which yet I view 9 
Long lov'd, ador'd ideas, all adieu. 
O graee ſerene ! oh virtue heay'nly OY irn 
Divine oblivion of low-thoughted care ! ry 
' Freſh blooming, hope, gay 2 the 7 l 
And faith, our early im mortality 300 
Enter, each mild, - each -amicable. pave" | | 
Receive, and wrap me in eternal reſt! 
gBee in her cell ſad Elo iſa ſpread, 7 
propt on ſome tomb a neighbour. of the dead A 
In each low; wind methinks a ſpirit calls, 
And more than, echoes talk along the walls. 
Here as Lwatch'd the dying lamps around, _ 
From yonder ſhrine I heard a hollow ſound. ... 
Come, ſiſter, come ] (it ſaid, or ſeem d to ſay) 


Thy place is: here, fad ſiſter, come away ! 30 0 
Once like thyſelf, I trembled, wept, and pray d, 1 
Love's victim then, tho; now a fainted maid- _ 
But all is calm in this eternal leep ; e, F 
© Here grief forgets to groan, and Jove to weepy. 1 


* Ev'n ſuperſtition loſes ev?ry fear: | 

Fot God, not man, abſolves our ſrailties here. 1 
I come, I come ! prepare your roſeate bow'rs, 

Celeſtial palms, and ever-blooming fou. 

8 where ſinners may have reſt, b go, 

Where flames reſin d in breaſts ſeraphic glow 3 320 
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Protss te ere hs 


Thou, Abelnd! 1 the aft fad office pay, ; 

And ſmooth my paſſage to the realms eri 1 

See my lips tremble, and my eye-balls roll, 

Suck my haſt breath, aud catch the flying Gr! 

Ah no in ſacred veſtments may ſt thou ſtand, 

The hallow' taper trembling in thy hand. 

Preſent the croſs before my liſted eye, 
300 Teach me at once, and learn of me e. g 
- Ah then, thy onee lov'd Floiſa ſee! We” 6th 
It will be then no crime to gaze on m. 330 
See from my clitck the tranſient roſes 17 L rn 
See the laſt ſparkle languiſh im my eye! 
Till ev'ry motion, pulſe, and breath be o er . 0 
And ev'n my Abelard be lov'd no more. | 
O death all- eloquent! you only prove | Ea! 
What duſt we doat on, when 'tis man we love. 
Then tov, when fate fhall thy fair frame deſtroy, | 
(That cauſe of all my guik, and all my joy) 
In trance extatic may thy patigs be 'drown's, 
Bright clouds deſcend, and angels watch'thee round, 
From opening skies may ſtreaming gloties ſhine, ' 341 
And ſaints embrace thee with a love like mine. 

May * one kind grave unite each hapeleſs name, 

And graft my love immortal on thy fame ! 


Then, 


* Abelard and Eliſa were interred in the ſame 
grave, or in monuments adjoining, in the monaſtery of 


320 
noa 7 Paraclete : he died in the year 1142, ſhe in 1163. 
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Then, ages hems, when all my woes ion ate, þ vine 
When this.rebellious heart ſhall beat no more; 
If ever chance two wand' ring lovers brings 
To Pargelete's white walls and filver ſprings, 
Olen the pale marble ſhall they join. their heads, ; 
NT ; And drink the falling tears cach. other. ede 1360 
Then ſadly ſay, with mutual pity mov d, 
* Oh may we never love as theſe have lovd 1. 
From the fuli choĩir when loud Hoſanna's nic. 
And ſwell the pamp of dreadful faerifice, - 
Amid that ſcene, if ſome relenting eye 
Glance on the fone where our cold Mete, 2 5 
Devoion $ ſelf ſhall teal à thought from heav'n,. 
One human tear ſhall drop, and be forgiv'n? | 
And fare if fate ſome future bard ſhall Join REES 
In fad kmilitude of griefs to 3880 
Condemn d whole years in abſence wh deplore, . * 
And ima charms he muſt behold no mare ; 
Such if there be, who loves ſo long, ſo well; 
Let him our fad, our tender ory tell 10 85 
© The well: ung woes will ſooth my penſive gol 1 
He . 8 em, Who 1 em moſt. 1A 
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